
 

 

Ballyclare Secondary 
School 

 
Frequently asked questions 
 
What time does school begin? 
The school day begins at 8:40am. Pupils can line up 
outside their period 1 class from 8:30am. Pupils 
arriving early to school can go to the playground and 
will be supervised by a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team. 

 
What time does school end? 
The school day finishes at 3:00pm. Year 8 are allowed 
to leave between 2:50pm-2:55pm during the first term. 
This is to allow Year 8 pupils to get on their bus before 
the rest of the school is released. 

 
How many periods are in the school day? 
There are 10 periods in the school day. Each period is 
35 minutes. Year 8 will have a mixture of single and 
double periods. All practical subjects (Science, Music, 
Art, Technology, Home Economics, PE) will have a 
double period. 

 
What time is lunch and how long is it? 
Period 6 (35 minutes) is lunch time for Year 8 and Year 
9. During the first term Year 8 will be allowed to go to 
lunch 10 minutes early to allow them to familiarise 
themselves with the new routines. The Canteen offers 
a range of hot and cold meals to suit all tastes.  

 
What time is break and how long is it? 
Break is at 9:50am and lasts for 15 minutes. Year 8, 9 
and 10 are on break at the same time. Pupils can go to 
the playground to eat their break. If it is a ‘Wet Break’ 
pupils will go to their Class Teacher and eat their break 
with their Registration Class. 

 
Will I be in a class with my friends? 
We always try our best to make sure you are in a class 
with someone from your Primary School. In our 
experience you will, very quickly, make friends with 
pupils from other schools.  
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
How many pupils are in a Registration 
Class? 
The Form Classes range from 26-30 pupils. When 
pupils go to practical subjects they will be in groups of 
20. 

 
How many pupils are at Ballyclare 
Secondary School? 
There are currently over 1100 pupils. 

 
How do you group classes? 
Many factors are considered when placing pupils in 
classes. It is important that you are in a class where 
you will be able to reach your full potential 
academically and socially. We use information we get 
from your Primary School to help us as they know you 
very well. We also take into consideration any extra 
information we may receive from you and your family. 

 
How many subjects will I study? 
You will have 16 areas of learning on your timetable in 
Year 8; Art, Careers, Drama, English, French, 
Geography, History, Home Economics, ICT, Learning 
for Life & Work, Mathematics, Music, Physical 
Education, Religious Studies, Science and Technology. 

 
What are the teachers like? 
The teachers are all experts within their chosen 
subjects and endeavour to make all their lessons as 
interesting and interactive as possible. They will use a 
range of teaching strategies to ensure everyone is 
catered for. They are all caring and supportive and will 
go out of their way to help you settle into school. Our 
teachers have an ‘open door’ policy so if you require 
any support or advice they will always be willing to 
listen. 

 
Are the homeworks hard? 
Homeworks are set to enable you to extend your 
learning and a wide range of tasks will be set across all 
subjects. You may find some homework tasks 
straightforward and very enjoyable however there may 
be some you find more challenging. As long as you try 
your best and complete the homework to the best of 
your ability, teachers will support you in using 
homework to progress your learning. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Will I get lost? 
In the first few days you might. The good news is our 
school, although quite big, is very easy to find your way 
around. The ground floor is a loop, if you start in the 
front entrance hall and walk round you will arrive back 
where you started. All the rooms on the ground floor 
are numbered 100 and are in order. So if you don’t 
know where History 119 is, you actually do. It’s on the 
ground floor, if you start from the front hall and walk 
round the loop you will eventually arrive at room 119. 
The rooms on the second floor are numbered 200 and 
the third floor 300. The teachers are also there to help. 
Our teachers stand at their doors between periods to 
help pupils find their way. Don’t be afraid to ask for 
help. There is an interactive virtual tour of our school 
building available from our school website. 

 
What do you do if you feel unwell? 
If you feel unwell at any stage in the school day you 
must let a member of staff know. They will then advise 
you if you need to go and see our full time school 
nurse. The nurse will then take a decision, treat you 
appropriately and if needed, will contact your 
parent/guardian.  

 
What do I do if I need to get out of 
school for an appointment? 
If you need to get out of school early you must bring a 
signed letter from a parent or guardian and give this to 
your Class Teacher. Your Class Teacher will give you 
a ‘sign out slip’ and record the time and reason on 
SIMS. When it gets to the time you are due to leave, 
show your ‘sign out slip’ to the subject teacher you are 
with and they will release you from class. Leave school 
through reception and hand your ‘sign out slip’ to the 
office staff. If you are returning to school after for 
example, an appointment, report to reception to get 
marked back in. 

 
Are you allowed out of school during 
the school day? 
You are not allowed to leave the building during the 
school day unless you have permission from a parent/ 
guardian and teacher. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
What do you do if you fell worried or 
unhappy about something? 
Ballyclare Secondary School’s reputation is build upon 
our caring and supportive ethos. We have a pastoral 
structure in place to help everyone at our school. You 
should firstly speak to your Class Teacher. You see 
them everyday and you will get to know them very well. 
Your Class Teacher stays with your class from Year 8 
to Year 12. You also have a Head of Year for both 
Boys’ and Girls’. They also follow through with you as 
you move up the school. We then have our Head of 
Pastoral Care, our Senior Leadership Team, followed 
by our Principal. So, that’s a lot of people looking out 
for you and there to help if something isn’t right. 
 

What clubs are there? 
There is a very wide range of extra-curricular clubs 
open to all pupils in Ballyclare Secondary School and 
we are confident that there will be something that will 
be of interest to everyone, whether it be on the 
sporting field, Coding in ICT or building a kit car in 
Technology. We encourage all pupils to get involved in 
something they are either already interested or 
involved in and/or to join a club that is completely new 
to them. Getting involved in clubs is such a brilliant 
way to meet new friends, develop new skills and have 
fun outside the classroom.  
 

Is there a Library? 
Yes, we have a library and you are timetabled to be in 
the library one period a week for private reading. You 
will also take this time to take part in the Accelerated 
Reader program. 
 

Are you allowed to use mobile 
phones? 
In Ballyclare Secondary School we do not allow pupils 
to use their mobile phones during the school day. You 
are allowed to bring your phone to school but it should 
be switched off and not be brought out during class. 
 
 

Can I stay on to study A-Levels when I 
have completed my GCSE’s? 
A large number of our pupils stay on to study for either 
A-Levels or other alternative qualifications such as 
BTEC Level 3’s. A full list of subjects is available in our 
school prospectus. 


