Ballyclare Secondary School

Doagh Road
Ballyclare
Co Antrim
BT39 9BG

Tel: 028 9332 2610

Principal: Mrs K O Bell BA Adv Cert Ed PQH

May 2022
Dear Parent/Carer

Re: Key Stage 3 Examinations: May 2022

Our Key Stage 3 (Years 8 to 10) pupils will complete their summer examinations between Thursday 19 May
and Wednesday 25" May 2022. Normal timetable classes will resume after break on Wednesday 25" May
2022.

I have attached the individual exam timetables for Years 8, 9 and 10 and your child/children will also receive
a hard copy of their exam timetable. | also draw your attention to the information on the back of their exam
timetable. In addition, attached is a ‘How to study guide’ and a list of revision topics for each subject. Pupils
will also receive a hard copy of these to accompany their exam timetable.

Please share these dates with your child/children and display the schedule in a prominent place at home.
Examination success only comes as a result of thorough preparation and revision, and | urge you to support
your child/ children through this period so that they might gain a set of examination results that truly reflect
their potential, and upon which they can continue to make progress for the remainder of the academic year.

As parents/carers there are a number of things you can do to support your san/daughter as they undertake
their examinations. | have prepared a list below of some practical and easy to implement ‘Top Tips’ to help
you as a family during this period:

* Ensure that your child/ children attends schoaol every day and is on time to each lesson. Every
minute of learning lost can impact on outcomes and all pupils benefit from good attendance
and punctuality;

® Help your child/ children to arrive for each exam properly equipped. Exams should be
completed in black pen so having a supply of these at home for the exam period would be
useful;

® Monitor their time on social media/surfing the internet. Everybody needs time to unwind, but
this needs to be managed against time spent purposefully revising;

* Ensure they have a quiet space in which to work at home;

® Ensure that they are eating a balanced diet, including them taking in enough water to remain
fully hydrated. Breakfast really is the most important meal of the day, especially during exam
time;

" Ensure that they are getting enough sleep; and

* Provide encouragement and support throughout the exam period.

CSWy
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All staff at Ballyclare Secondary School are hoping for our Key Stage 3 pupils to perform well in these exams
and will support them fully during this period.

Should you have any questions linked to the exams, please do not hesitate to contact your child/children’s
class teacher.

Yours sincerely

A Lo,

Mr A Cowden

Senior Teacher - School Communication
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KS3 Strategies for Exam Success

//' An environmant for learning A checklist for hzalthy
/ Bsiore you do any revision, you mlet ensure that you a7e in a place ravision livine
where your work is going to pay ofi. Following these suzgestions can
really help. -
Mo ke phare e°F E:} ‘-,’Q - IE‘I— i
| o . | é/j_:—’
‘ Ater Tor Meybeenrmmuie e oy -rr‘ﬁ. '?ﬁ« 3 .
cirFrs beckn ’4;_-1 ihiertegiion L £ * | e il 2 Enjoyahes'thy and [
: 2 Datanrer poes balznced diet, i
| 'l 3 Usearavision timetable. |
i Il Tekeregular shortbreaks |
| {every 25minutes- |
' | .! Pomodoro techniqus). i'
| | Every 4X25 minutes take |
| glonzer break 3o mins. {
3 Take exarcise (sven ifit's
‘ a short wal< around the
| gardan.) i
| O Getfresharand drink i
; | < Don't revise too late 2t {
- rignt,
< ‘ < Don't‘cram’ ‘
P L . . " . iy 3 Gotobedzta‘norma i
g A ravision timetsblz-Putting you in contro) N -[ Y, _ |
]
¥ Beie joustartyour tmetab'e, write a st of the things ¥0d need to revise for, | R TR |||
{ aliyur subjects and try to put tap'cs into grouss. Your subject tesche- can - _.J"'V.‘;- i L
! hels wth this. ! =
v {rinte atimatable that helps you to resise each of your subjects regsla-ly 1
(do't start a topic just before the €xam) Supperting vour child in
¥ iy to priositise revising the things you have feund the hardest first to give | ‘stress-free’ revision

i SLESITEE TEVISION
yousself longer to understand them, i

¥ Maxe sure you still enjoy hobbies, frez tirme and presi;  Whilst the prospect of exans and

¥ Askateache far he'pif you nead more ad.ice asiessment can be stressful for
An Example [ ¥our child, some siratezies may
o really help in red icing the risk,
Weak Dzay Time Subject and Topic
Commencing * Bepositve aous tne

- dffererce revis'on w !l make.

* Supportyourchiidin trying
out d'fferent strategies { post
3 mind maps, postcards etc)
&g re'p tnarr to wngetstang
that thay will not all work for
them.

* Trytatake breaks with yaur
Crilo to encourage them to
ba'ance their time

* Trytha Pomodoss Tecknigue

Useiul Wahozees

oA BB co b e {Reuision materials for 3! subjzcts) Rt

aen mymaths o uk (Reviston of all topies In X53/K52 maths} LA

www togmarks cc uk (A diractory of greatlzarning matzria's for 3! subiects! ' S.pportyour chidin setting
s w5 <oohoo ek ug aspace thatis quiet ard

e - WD OG0 L D0EC TOr ey 3o



Usz onlins resources

You Tube hzs lots of halnful vid=o
clips of how to answer cerizin
guestions.

( Youffiy

IS o

BBC Bitasize is interzctiva and
colourful and the revision strands
are shart and snappy!

www.4schools.i2/contentpokar-

| Saf

By
Z

‘@ : o, study-system

- [N

| &5 hiip/fihesycergeneration confrz

"lt | LN S e-studyresources j
7 Mnsmonics N

/ Mnemonics are typically rhymes or acronyms (2 word \
| made up of the first letters of other words) which make \ | =

it easiar to ramembear lots of facts or names.

| Exzmples:

* The order of planets in the Solar System give
cistance from the sun.

oy

My Very Educated Mothar Just dMzde Us Minz Pizzas’

* Theseven coloursin a rainbow starting with the one
at the top.

‘Ficherd OF York Gavz Battle In Vain'

They may be silly but they should be personal to you.
What would be the point if you can’t remamber it?

Ly}

Azyision for Crzstive Pzpolz
Reading notes can b2 dzunting and it isn't the
way the mind works for lots of pzonle. The great
naws is, you can ks more creztive

Put pictures alongsids  brizf sxplanation
can make it much easizr to recall hard idzzs
inE42ms

Writz g zons
rorscma people, putting tha idzas they find
narc to rememberinto yrics which cc "

sung to & favourite songcan b2 s we w

¢
committing them to memory,

N .o

Using Post-it notes

Start by finding the k=y facts znd
information you have noted in vour
subject nota book

Display a8 maximum of 12 ‘Post-its’

~¥ ¢ with key facts around your house.
3 Every time you see one, read out
#, loud the fact and try to make links

with the place it is stuck.

Write down as many of the facts as
you remembered atleast once
cay. You weon't remembser tham 2l

=t oncsi

g _ Display new post-its when you are
L : . confident with the existing ones.

o

e

{ Pupils typically find that it is impossible to
]/ remamber facts and ideas by just reading
! tham. Writing them down and making your
J notes more personal will help,
i

Hishlizhters
Using a highlighter to pick out key words
{only a few in evary sentence) will heln
you to find facts fast when you ars
raading notes later.

PostCzrds
By writing notzs on post cards, you will b able to
keep all ‘connected’ ideas together. That maans
it wili be 2asiar to ravise onz part of 2 topic.

You might &'so hzvz quizzas and tesis with f-izrds
to make sure the notes you have writlan ars
beinz ramamberad.

Using = Diztzohers

tost smartphonas allow you o recerc
yourself te play back later. You may

want to listen to the important fzcts on

i thz bus or walk to schoal on ths day of

; VOUT X2,

. Making Ussful Motss b

—_— .:—rl—._.-_l—'-'-'-



Creatza Study =

K

roup with vouy friends

undzrstanding of things

You have spent the last year studying with your clzssmates, so
preparing for exams with thzm could bz & great wey of gaining

Someidees to do this include.

\

that were confusing ths first time round.

Juel g Minuts
Takaitinturns totalkon 3

tomic, charact

topic for 8 minute without

revision guides. Your study | |

group then feeds back with '
extra idaas.

‘revision lec

Different kinds of ‘mind maps’
fing maps raquire you to put onto paper all of the things.,
that you have learnad in a topic. Dapending on the subject, |
thare are a number of appropriate strategies.

Ths 'standerd mind mas
Start with the subject {2.g.
Maths} in the middle and
think of the ‘big topics’ you
have covered (e.g. Algebra).
] N . Then expand your notes

further (e.g. equations,
formulae etc)

Ins Hiseareny’ mind mes
This is a useful way of
showing how things ‘feed
+ ; into’ others. This may bs
usetul for timelinas in History
of ‘Tamily trees’ for charactars
in English.

= I=

Zrozess' mind man,
This helps us to s22 the cycizs
that exist z2nd thz viay that
onz thing l2ads to anothar.

The "water evele’in
g20graphy and scisnce
the 'Data Handling Cyc:e i
maihs can be hard to l2am
1 viithout this enproz=z

ins

-t
ad
i

Prasa.-tat.ans |

=r or book you
have enjoyad studying.

[ Split the work by each taking &
’ Take it in turns to give 2

.y

Rk f”- - %,
N, Rzvision Duizzes \

erte quizzas based on thz subjact |
&nd topics you ara revising. Take it

i r in turn to 25% guestions. F |
| | The keyto success is supporiing
(one another in revising the areasin | |
|wh:’ch they are l2ss knowledgeabla. | |

§

ture’ and sharz | 1]
respurces with eachother, | |

| Ia some subjacis (notabiy |

j maths and science),

{ getting practice in
answering exam

b questions is essential for
Securing success,

Gztling the mos! from practics ausstions

1. Speak to your teacher. They will be able |
to recommend (and even provida} good !
sample exam questions,

| 2. Don'tattempt thase questions without
naving revised tha topic first.

3. Work in pairs or groups to attempt
cuasiions. Coltectively you will know more
and it will be benaficial to shars your
knowledze.

4. Make 2 note of things vou couldn’t do and
act on this.

Wipridns towerds z dzz3lins
Jeusm dsys
3 Eat a healthy breakfast

Chack you havz zli equipmen:

A"‘ru= in 2lznty oftime

* Tryto I‘a /g samz ‘calm’ time o yourssliF
Avoid ravising in the minutes bafors the

Epm -
I,

u



Revision Timetable

Week Commencing Day Time Subject and Topic
Week Commencing Day Time Subject and Topic
Week Commencing Day Time

Subject and Topic







