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FOREWARD

by Mr. McCrea

It gives me great pleasure as Headmaster of Ballyclare
Secondary School to write the foreword to this Silver
Jubilee issue of the school magazine. Congratulations to
all those staff, past and present, pupils and former pupils
and, of course, parents who have made a contribution to
this excellent publication.

Birthdays are events we all experience. When young,
we can t wait until the next one. When we are a little older
perhaps wiser, we wish time would slow down.
Regardless of whatever stage of life we are presently
enjoying, or enduring, a birthday gives us an opportunity
to reflect on past experiences, enjoy the celebration of our
present age and renew our commitment to all that is best
in human endeavours. The Silver Jubilee of our school
also ajfords the whole school community - staff, pupils
and parents, past and present - an opportunity for a time
of remembering, rejoicing and renewal.

As you read through this magazine, | am sure many
happy memories will be recalled, old acquaintances
recognised and many a lesson in Ballyclare Secondary
remembered. The school has a tremendous history of
human achievernent in very many fields. It is right that we
should join in remembering former pupils, teachers and
parents, who have made such valuable contributions to
the school in its first twenty-five years. Particularly, we
should recall the vision of a school committed to all its
pupils, interested in all the various needs of its members

and built on the family principles of sharing and caring.
These were, and are, the truly great values of our school's
first and formative Head, Mr. W. Stirling. Ballyclare owes
so much to his unique efforts in seeking the best
educalional opportunities for all its citizens.

This publication is just one of the many projects
planned by the school community at this time of
celebration. Present staff and pupils will be enjoying quite
a number of events throughout this school year, and |
hope the Silver Jubilee magazine will be one among
many mementoes of a very happy and most enjoyable
time for all.

As we look to the future, both nationally and from an
individual point of view,. we might be concerned about
what it will unveil. With the example, however, of the
commitment and the qualities of the very many people
who have constituted our school community during the
past twentyfive years, | am confident that today'’s, and
indeed tomorrow's, school, with equal endeavour and
enthusiasm, can and will go on to greater things.

Yes, recall the vision and the memories of a good
school. By all means enjoy the celebration of the school’s
25th birthday. Let us, however, renew our commitment to
each other, pupil, parent and teacher, and to the ideals
that seek only the best for every child. They are all our
futures,

Ballyclare Secondary School shortly after it was opened in 196/,




EDITORIAL

by Mr. Todd

Long,

_ long ago, in the days even before the Beatles were
inve

nted, a new school was built in Ballyclare. A quarter
of a century on, the Beatles having come and gone, the
school still flourishes. This publication, dear reader, tells
is story. The tone of the text may, on occasion, seem
overtly w!ffcxngratufamry. For this no apologies are
offered, since what has been achieved by the school in its
twentyfive years has far outdistanced the hopes of its
founding fathers.

I must acknowledge with
Me in producing this Silver
former and current pupils and members of staff. it may be
a cliché to say so, but without their help, it would not have
been possible to compile the story of Ballycla re Secondary
Sgl*:hool'. In particular, | am grateful to the following for
giving so freely of their time: Joan Smith, Miriam Ferguson
and Joan McDowell, who provided me with a large

selection of photographs: Colin Manson, who took several
photographs specially

for this publication: the
Newtownabbey Times and Newtownabbey Guardian for

thanks the assistance given
Jubilee magazine by many

ission to reproduce some photographs originally
ﬁ’;—:“shed in E-"i:,sc newspapers; .f-faf:y Blair, who
persuaded advertisers to par Luith {hfer maoney; An;-:e
Whittock for her contributions to vanous ;er:trgns o{ .tr_e
magazine, but particularly the one on 5;:'0."!.. Mafjo ivE:
Hamilton, whose typing is infinitely better Ih;lm {nr;ﬁ:,
wiMary Love, who worked on much of the art and graphi

design, and the other Heads of Department, especially
Ruth Davison, George Lyons and Carolyn Roberts; m;
Stirling, who allowed many people to pick his brains. E:
did David Metcalfe, Mervyn Higginson and Henrietts
Cameron; John Lennon, to the accompaniment of whose
music much of the text was wwritten late into the night: a nd
Frank Bennett, Mrs. E. D. Ferguson and Mrs. M. Roberts
The best sources of material were the eighty-eight editions
of Newsbeat, the school newspaper. The foresight of i
founder in recognising the need for a record of schoal Jj :
is to be commended. Mewsbeat's record of neverspellin ga
name incorrectly is maintained in this magazine (131
Regretfully, it has not been possible to include some
material which, because of strict deadlines, arrived tog
late for publication.

Miss Whittock and Mr. Blair

It may be, gentle reader, that You are scanning these
lines after casually picking up the magazine in the home
of your parents, children, auntie or osteopath. If that
should be the case, stop reading immediately, put it down
and gooutand buy a copy of your own. By doing so, you
will not only be acquiring a grand souvenir of a special
occasion, you will also be ensuring that the exercise of
producing the magazine will be a financial success, Wiy
not buy a friend one for Christmas? You know it makes
sense!

It is something of a coincidence that the trwenty-fifth
anniversary of the school's opening should fall at a time
when pressure for radical reform in education is taking
concrete form. For those who have served the schoal since
‘the good, old days", things, it may truly be said, will
never be the same again. Thus, as the school enters a new
era, it seems appropriate that a little time be taken to recall
and celebrate the achievements of its past. Get the hanki¢
out and read on.

M.T. August 1986
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SECTION 1

Many readers of this magazine will not have been bormn
when the school opened its doors in 1961, Others will be
old enough to have been already in a job. But a great
many, probably the majority, will have spent some part of
their lives attending Ballyclare Secondary School. They
will all remember some aspect of their time as part of the
school community, for what they did, or did not do, there
will have shaped their lives to a greater or lesser degree.
Those who will have the most vivid memories will
probably be the ones who were amaong the people who, as
teachers, pupils, office or ancillary staff, first entered the
school on that September day twenty-five years ago. They
will remember that occasion for a variely of reasons, but
primarily because they were, all of them, in at the
beginning of a new enterprise. This section of the
Ballyclare Secondary School Silver Jubilee Magazine is
given over to seven articles, each written by someone who
was lucky enough to have been part of the school’s
infancy. Each of the contributors has his or her own
memories of that special time in their, and the school’s,

Mngwm




Mr. Stifling was
Principal of the
school belween
1961 and 1985,

Here he reflects
on how it all

began.

X * * * * Kk * K* %

In 1961 education was in a most expansive period; new
schools opened that year in Antrim, Ballymoney, Omagh
and Ballyclare. Teachers were in short supply, and only one
or two applicants for an advertised post was not unusual.
However, there was a good deal of generosity inthe provision
of resources, and new schools in particular were
sympathetically dealt with in the supply of books, stationery,
and practice materials.

Thus, against this background, Ballyclare Secondary
began its work. We had about sixteen contributary schools,
some of which have now closed their doors. The pupils were,
in some cases, apprehensive about the change. After all, for
an eleven-year-old to leave a school of maybe 30 pupils and
set off by bus for a school of 400, distance perhaps ten miles,
it could be traumatic. However, they soon settled in and most
were impressed with the facilities which they found: the P.E.
Halls, the Home Economics roo ms, Art rooms, Craft rooms,
Music room. The first days were exciting; the movement
involved in the time-table, the organisation of the buses, even
a degree of self-consciousness in new uniforms, meant ve
busy times for pupils and teachers. Parents, too, had their
fears and problems. Most had no personal experience of
secondary schools, and | well remember the first parents’

meeting at the end of August, the week before the
opened to pupils. The Hall was full of interested paren,
before questions were over, the darkness st in, ‘?rhd
electricity supply had not yet been switched OnF 5
finished by candlelight! P

Changes take place so gradually that itis easy to forget,
very different situation in education twenty-five R ®
The leaving age was 15, and even that had on hit:'
implemented a year or two bef?re, Thus Fifth Form wal
made up of voluntary “stayers on". As well, boys coyg 5 Qsl
in technical colleges at 11, but girls could not enrg| i, thes,
colleges until later. This meant that the enrolment was Out g
balance, and in football, for example, our boys cayly =y
against technical colleges and other secondary schools

The examinations available were Junior Certificate, Junig,
Technical Certificate, College of Preceptors Certificate, ang
G.C.E. The C.S.E. was not yet in being. It came in with the
raising of the school leaving age to 16 as the Junig,
Certificate examinations and College of Preceptors wers
phased out. Then, as now, the school used the Royal S.:.ci&t}.
of Arts examinations in English and Arithmetic as well as i
Typing, Shorthand and Book-keeping. Indeed the first Major
honour in external examinations came with the award f a
Bronze Medal to Elizabeth Kenny, first Head Girl. in RSA.
Arithmetic,

| can now see how important those early days and wees
were. Every enterprise benefits from a good beginning, We
had in Ballyclare Secondary total commitment and good
natural endeavour from so many people that my task was
simply to channel these vital resources. Thus, as friendships
were formed in classroom and sportsfield, so a cCommunity
with its cohesion and loyalties was formed. Then successes
came in examinations, in games, in acceptance of our work
by the community, and so in an ever-changing environment,
Ballyclare Secondary progressed to maturity. Now at the end
of its first quarter century, it can confidently look forward to
the next. The pace of change may quicken, indeed it is
almost bound to do so, but | know that the school of today
can cope, and | hope that its past will in some measure
inform its direction in the future.

Although the first pupils entered the school on 6th

September 1961, the official opening didn't take place until 5":'1 i
1962. The ceremony was performed by J H. Lindsay, MB.E. Also pictured here is W. J. F. Donald, Chairman of the Ant
Education Committee (left), Mr. Stirling and Mrs. Doreen Lindsay.

T
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Mrs. Margaret Roberts
was Principal of
Straidnahanna Public
Elementlany School, one
of Ballyclare
Secondary's "feeder”
schools in 1961,

* * * *

Before the advent of secondary intermediate schools, all
primary school chidiren not going on to grammar schoal
education stayed at primary school, known then as public
elementary school, until they were fourteen years old. At that
time, | was Principal of Straidnahanna Public Elementary
School, a small oneteacher school about four miles outside
Ballyclare, where | taught all subjects to all pupils, aged from
five years up to fourteen years — a very arduous job. So it was
with a great feeling of relief that | heard of the building and
subsequent opening of Ballyclare Secondary Intermediate
School, for it would take away the pupils in my top classes,
aged eleven and over, and, therefore, ease my work-load.

My first visit to the school was during the last week of
August 1961 when, having filled the boot of my car with

English and Maths books, "Readers” and " Story Readers” —
in fact all the books used by Sixth and Seventh Standards, my
two senior classes — | arrived at the new school where | was
met by Mr. Stirling, the newly-appointed Principal, who took
me on a tour of the as yet unfinished building. Mr. Stirling
assured me that he would open the new school on the
scheduled date, in spite of all the plasterers, plumbers and
electricians who were so much in evidence that day. And yes,
due to his tremendous drive and enthisiasm, the school did
open its doors to its new population of pupils and teachers as

scheduled. _
My next visit to the new school was on the day of the official

opening, when | was proud to be one of the invited guests.
The late William James Donald performed the dedication
ceremony, and we all enjoyed the afternoon, viewing the now
completed and already smooth-running school, meeting the
staff and various neighbouring teachers who, like myself,
taught in the schools which would, year by year, populate
Ballyclare Secondary School.

One ex-pupil of Straidnahanna School, Mary Hutchinson,
is today a member of staff of Ballyclare Secondary's Home
Economics Department, and one other name that springs to
my mind is that of Andrew Holmes, who excelled himselfas a
member of the Secondary School's Basketball Club. My own
daughter, Carolyn, who is now Head of the English
Department, started her education in that small country
school, Straidnahanna Public Elementary.

| should like to congratulate the former Secondary
Headmaster and his staff on the success of their school
during the past twenty-five years, and to wish the present
headmaster, Mr. McCrea, and his staff best wishes for the
continued success of Ballyclare Secondary School.

Some of the pupils of eleven-years-old and over, pictured here in 1961, who were to move, ait but two of them, to the new
Secﬂj]dafy School in Bu”gc.’dr'e fn &Imrn.fm:. in the back row Mary Hutchinsorn is founth from the left and Andrew Holmes
is second from the righL




Henretta Cameron (nee
Miller), now working in the
Home Economics
Department, was one of
the first pupils to enter the
school in 1961, Here she
writes about her early

experiences in Ballyclare
Secondary.

My days as a pupil at Ballyclare County Secondary
Intermediate School from 1961-1965 are ones | remember
quite vividly. It was a new school and, as a pupil about to enter
1st Form, for some weeks before | had a mounting feeling of
excitement and nervousness. Having left Ballylinney Primary
School, which was a very small country schoal, the only girl
among four boys, to have to go to this much bigger schoal
with lots of new subjects was quite frightening. Through the
summer months the people of Ballyclare were talking about
the new school opening in September. What was of more
interest to me was the letter | received telling me what class |
would be in, and what colour the school uniform was going to
be. I well remember going into Ballyclare to get my uniform. |
was so excited, | couldn't wait till | got home to try iton again.
There was quite a lot of time spent at home sewing badges
and name-tags on to items of clothing,

Well, the big day arrived, and my friend Benyl Biggar, who
had gone to Bruslee Primary School. and | set off down the
Hillhead Road bright and early. How proud we were, all
dressed up with blue burberries and grey berets, When we
got to Ballyclare, there were lots of other children going up
the street dressed in their blue uniforms. Many of them had
an advantage over us, as most of therm had been to Ballyclare
Primary School and knew one another. Anyhow, Beryl and |

stuck together down the front drive of the school and in
through the front door like

two timid mice, not knowing
where to go or who to speak to. The anly thing we did know

Henrietta’s best friend, Beryl Biggar (left), and Edwin
Forsythe, the Form Captain of Henrietta’s class, 1A,

was that we were both to be in the same class, 1A_ In the
entrance hall there was a large blackboard with the classes
and their room numbers on it. Mot that it really helped, for we
didn't know where Room 6 was anyway. A lot of teachers
were hurrying about in black cloaks. One came over and told
us where to go. On arriving at Room 6, we meta very pleasant
gentleman, standing smiling at the door. He showed us in,
asked our names, ticked them off on a piece of paper and
told us that he was Mr. Astbury. We just sat down in the first
row of empty desks. Within ten to fifteen minutes the other
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desks were filled with strange children, Then mr. Ay,
a head-count and decided that we were aj
introduced himself again, told us he was to be o
Teacher and that he would be teaching us Englisk, &

French. It wasn't long until a bell rang and we were out F-:.rd
fifteen minute break. We went outside and walked a; ound ta
see if there were any faces we knew, and to ask other pﬁﬁplz
how they had got on in their classes. Back to Room 6ang 5
were given some books and our hrngtable. Mr. “”"-Slbun_r.
appointed a boy, Edwin Forsythe, and a girl, Susan Patters,
to be the Form Captains of the class. He told us the Schog
rules. One always to be obeyed was that we muyst stand up
when the Headmaster entered the room. Before the first dq

was over, we had a visit from Mr. Stirling, the snft-spgkﬁﬁ
Headmaster, who made everyone feel very relaxed.

ury dig
£, o
ur Qhﬁsg

—

e la) - _-l
Henrietta Miller's first Class
Teacher. Mr. Astbury was Head of English from 1961
until 1985. His contribution to the work of that
Department is detailed in Section 4 of the magazine.

The late Sidney Astbury,

The next day followed the same pattern as the first, but on
the third day we began life as it would continue, changing
classes and moving on the bell. Each teacher introduced
himself or herself when we arrived — Mr. Mayne for Maths.,
Mr. Ward for Social Studies, Mr. McClelland for Science, Miss
Lusk for Music, Mrs. Carson Art, Miss Dickson P.E., and Mrs
Montgomery for Domestic Science. _

At the beginning the Domestic Science rooms weren't
finished, and | remember that Mrs. Montgomery took us for
our first lessons with her in G.A.1. She told us about the
things we would be doing and making in Domestic Science
class, but before we started, we had to make our cookery
aprons, which were white with a blue band at the top and
bottorn. In the top left comers we had to embroider our
names in yellow thread. We also had to make hats. Ea':“f
consisted of a blue band secured at the back with two rows ©
elastic, and "B.C.S.S." embroidered on the front.



Henretta was keen on
sport. Here she is shown
with her friends on the
1963/64 Under 14 Netball
team. The girs are (on the
back row) J. Milligan, M.
Herron, M. McCaw, C.
Agnew, and on the front
row A. Miskimmond, C.
Gowdy, Henriefta and
Beryl Biggar.

Art classes were taken in Room 9, which was set out with
tables and chairs. Each pupil had a drawing board on their
table. | remember a favourite saying of Mr. McClelland, our
Science teacher: "Pens and pencils down, eyes towards the
front.” If you didn't do this doubly quick, a piece of chalk flew
past your ear! Miss Lusk wanted to hear us all sing. She was
very keen to get a choir started, so that it could sing at the
official opening of the school.

The official opening didn't take place until a year after the
school had actually opened. 3rd October 1962 was a
memorable day. All the pupils were seated in the Assembly
Hall, with the choir front right. This left the platform free for
the guests. There were the headmasters and headmistresses
of all the local primary schools, and representatives of their
management committees as well. Two of Ballyclare
Secondary's management committee who were there that
day, Mr. Lindsay and Mr. McConnell, gave their names to the
two original school houses. Pupils were divided equally into
one or the other, and competition between them was fierce.

PE. was a subject nearly everyone in my class enjoyed. |
remernber working on the beams and ropes, playing tennis,
netball and hockey, taking part in athletics and dancing. Miss
Dickson was an enthusiastic teacher and really worked us
hard. Her successor, Miss Harbinson, introduced us to
swimming, and all of us looked forward to Frdiay aftemoons
when we went to the Grove baths. | also remember how
proud we all were of Merwyn Turkington when he was
selected to play for the MNorthern Ireland Schoolboy
International Football Team. On the night of the big game —
| forget who they played — we went to cheer him on. As many
girls as boys were on the supporters’ bus.

The first school Sports Day was held at the harriers track
on the Ballynure Road as we didn't have the facilities at the
school. Everyone was determined to do well, and | think
McConnell House came out best that day. That first summer
term the girls wore checked gingham dresses, red for
McConnell and yellow for Lindsay, and white ankle socks.

By the time we had got into our routine, Mr. Middleton
started taking a group after school for viclin lessons in his
Science room. Perhaps the noise sounded sweeter at the
other end of the corridor, but it was like nothing on earth at
those practice sessions. He would keep shouting at us to put
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more rosin on the bows. We went through tons of the stuff! If
we played a wrong note, we would have to stop, adjust the
bow — and put a drop more rosin on it. However, we mustn't
have been too bad, for | remember playing the violin on the
platform at morning assembly on more than one occasion.
The school had a variety of instruments available in those
days, including recorders and three melodicos. These were a
kind of wind instrument with keys on them, and they were
played by Benyl, Danny Craig and myself. We liked them
much better than the violins! Miss Lusk also encouraged us
to take an interest in classical music, and organised a bus trip
every Friday night to the Ulster Hall in Belfast to hear the
{lister Orchestra. The first couple of evenings were quite
good, but by the end of the season the numbers had been
reduced to Miss Lusk's carfull. Miss Lusk had formed three
choirs — Minors, Juniors and Seniors — and we looked
forward to the music festivals at Carrickfergus, Ballymena,
Larne and Ballyclare. We were always successful, and usually
came home with a cup or a shield for our efforts.

In those early days the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
was popular with many of the girls in my class, and there was
a wide range of activities to choose from. The one |
remember best was from the “Adventure” section, and we
had to go on an expedition for the day. Five of us got to
Lame on a bus, and then we started a twelve-mile journey on
foot, which took us to Ballygally, over the hill to Caimcastle
and back to Lame. We had to observe certain things on the
way and gather leaves. Then a written report had to be done
to get the award. One of the activities in the “Service” section
was First Aid. We attended a course run by the British Red
Cross Society. After six months the numbers who were still
on the course had dwindled, and only five of us received the
Bronze Award.

1A and 2A were the first two classes to be entered for the
Junior Certificate examination in 1964, three years after we
had entered the school. The subjects in which we were
examined were English Language, English Literature,
French, Geography, History, Art, Science, Domestic Science,
Algebra, Geometry and Triginometry. In these subjects
pupils could get one of four results — fail, pass, pass with
credit or pass with distinction. After Junior Certificate, which
we sat as 3A, we automatically went into 5th Form, where you




could take Senior Certificate or a commercial course taught
by Mr. Hunter and Mr. Platt. | took this course, which
consisted of shorthand, typing and book-keeping. Also in 5th
Form, some of us were made Prefects.

It wasn's all hard work and no play in those early years. |
remember Miss McDowell organising a trip to Stratford-
upon-Avon. | think the idea was for us to learn about
Shakespeare, but it was just a holiday to us. Mr. Astbury took
us to see "Oliver" and "Henry V', both staged in the Arts
Theatre in Belfast. In those days children didn't get going to
many places outside Ballyclare, so these outings were a real

treat for us.

| can remember most of the pupils in my class of 1 g,
if you're reading this, hello to Beryl Biggar, Haze| Easa
Christine Gowdy, Maureen Montgomery, Christine .
Ann Colquhoun, Rosemary Bingham, Jessie Milligan, Eike’
Laird, Jennifer Wilson, Norma Adams, Susie Adair, Elﬁn
Blair, Wilma Blair and Jean Hicks. The boys were g4
Forsythe, Derek Higgins, Pat McCourt, Sam Lyle, Edd
Beags, Wilbert Yorke, Colin Forde, Jim Dunlop, Tom, Fia
Brian McAdam, Jim Hunter, Chris Montgomery and Sapy,
McClean.

N
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Mrs, E D. Ferguson
was one of the
founder members of
staff. Here she
describes a day out
with her Form Class,
1B

On 6th September 1961 the Form Class assigned to me
was 1B. The pupils had come from schools ranging in size
from two-teacher to the compratively large primary school in
the town. Most of the pupils in 1B were quietand retiring. The
three-storey building, with its long corridors and numerous
classrooms with doors that looked identical, presented many
problems to them. It was not long, however, until all the pupils
had settled down to their new and different routine, and
worked happily and willingly through their first year. They
made good progress in all subjects and gradually developed
self-confidence and self-reliance.

It was not surprising that one day, while working on a class
project, the girls suggested that | should take them for a class
outing. They knew what they wanted — a full day bus trip, and
| could choose the itinerary. After discussion, | was delegated
to seek Mr. Stirling’s permission, to hire a bus and to make a
few enquiries. They would save their pocket moneyto pay for
the bus and would bring packed lunches.

Suggestions and assurances were offered daily, and by the
end of June, after a most satisfactory school year, they had
given me the confidence to look forward to the day. On the
appointed moming after assembly, we made our way to the

main door. When the bus amived, all thirty-eight eXCiteq
pupils — in immaculate uniforms and ladened with th,;,
picnic food parcels, raincoats and cameras — took the.
seats. Mr. Stirling, waiting to see us off, asked me quietly if |
would like another member of staff to go with me, by |
assured him that 1B wanted only "ourselves” and the
mascot. As the bus moved off, Mr. Stirling waved and SMiled
and 1B waved and cheered until we reached the main roag

We set off in the direction of Randalstown and our first stop
was at Shane's Castle. There we ambled around the castle
ruins, peered into the Vinery and walked down to the shore of
Lough Neagh. After a few minutes of amateur photography,
we were on our way to the old bleach factory. In class we had
completed a project on linen, and now we had an excellen
guided tour, where we saw the processes that no classwork
could have demonstrated. Because of the excellen
behaviour of 1B, we were allowed to see the hand-painting
being done. The pupils showed remarkable interest in this.

Our next stop was the Giant's Causeway, and on arrival
pupils were free to walk around and have their picnic. We
were seated on those famous six-sided stones when Mr
Lindsay (representative from the local council) joined us.

Our final destination was the Airport. We were greeted a
the entrance door by a member of staff, who showed v
around and said that two groups could go to the conird
tower to hear a plane being talked down. The girls preferre
to visit the tuck shop, so we letthe boys go and met them late:
at the entrance hall. The class was then invited to see a V.LP
leave the airport and an official led us through the waiting
crowds to a special vantage point. | was told it was His Grace
the Governor of Northern Ireland. As his car was driven slows;
past, the class waved and cheered.

Qur driver, who had made no small contribution to ow
enjoyment, soon had us back to school where Mr, Stirling
was waiting to greet us. It was a day talked about for years
afterwards. 1B loved the outing. They had behaved perfectl
and had displayed natural good manners.

Mrs. E. D. (Vina) Ferguson was given 1B as her first Form Classin |

took them on a bus trip. The photograph shows boys and girls from the class at the Vinery at Shane’s Castle during their g
day oul

961. Atthe end of the school s first year, in June 1962, she
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Mr. Metcalfe first came to
Ballyclare Secondan) as a

i student and went on to

| become Head of Science and
Vice-Principal. Here he writes
about the changes he has
seen in the Staffroom over the

Lears.

Twenty-five years ago the school had an enrolment of 420
pupils, and so the original number of staff was considerably
smaller than today. At this time there were no extensions or
mobile classrooms, and we even had a few spare rooms.
Staff, however, were segregated at breaktime, as the rooms

ided were too small for even the 20-25 teachers. The
present Staff Study Room was the male staffroom, while the
front area of the present staffroom formed the ladies’
staffroomn. Thus two totally different areas evolved, one
smelling of stale pipe and tobacco smoke, while the gents’
staffroom was quite pleasant. At lunch time, however,
because of the staggered lunch break for junior and senior
pupils, the female staffroom was used by everyone. The
caretaker, Alfie McLean, brought in one large pot of tea, and
at breaktime a plate of biscuits which always had a subtle
flavour of Daz, Omo or Surf — most appetising!

The school’s first caretaker, Alfie McClean,

Well | remember the political arguments which occurred
and would have put Robin Day's "Question Time" in the
shade. Past members of staff including Tornmy Gilmer, Jack
Middleton, Mark Hunter, Tommy Mayne and Sidney Astbury
discussed (usually heatedly) the current topics of the day,
and made blunt suggestions as to how Harold Macmillan or
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Harold Wilson should run the country. After every Budget
there were cries of anguish as the cost of living soared. Beer
might go up by 6d per pint (2'ip for those under 15) and
cigarettes by 2'4d (1p) a packet. As Harold Wilson was a pipe
smoker, then pipe tobacco was left untouched, and this
produced accusations of discrimination in the staffroom.
The serious discussions which developed were certainly not
ephemeral, but were continued each moming after the
participants had had time to brush up on the facts, much like
a Downing Street version of Crossroads. Fortunately these
serious discussions were frequently interrupted by a wealth
of funny stories (all in the best possible taste) from Tommy
Gilmer, whose service in the R.AAF. proved most beneficial
for source matenal.

After a few years, in the late sixties, accommodation
problems became evident, and some staff found themselves
teaching a class at the bottomn of the back stairs in the male
staff room. After break, | used to teach a class of 20 pupils in
what is now the Staff Study Room, but frequently could not
enter until the windows had been opened for five minutes to
allow the clouds of smoke to disperse — the blackboard and
easel could not be seen from the opposite end of the room!

The life and souwl of the Staffroom for many years, Mr.

Gingles. His sense of humour, it is fairto say, isunigue. A

talented anist of some repule, he is noled for his nalty
dress,

The arrival of Roy Millar and Mr. Gingles on the staff really
set things going. On one occasion, when all the chairs had
been removed for a concert, Mr. Gingles suggested that if
one person sat in a “chair position” and the others sat on
each others knees to form a circle, then we would not need
chairs. This experiment was duly executed, and was working
quite well, until Mr. McKnight sat down and caused a heap of
tangled bodies to finish on the floor. Mo further attempts were
rade, as the unions at that time did nor provide personal
accident cover. | remember, too, that at lunchtime Sheela
Speers, now Education Officer at the Ulster Museum, got
involved in lengthy debates with Rev. Bill Brown from the R.E.
Department, Mrs. Ferguson and Miss McDowell.

During the seventies, when teachers were almost as badly
paid as they are now, the Houghton Award was to be
announced on TV. During lunch and after school the staff
crowded into Mr. Ward's room to watch the announcement
on the only black and white T.V. set in the school. The next
day the volume of smoke in the staffroom increased




noticeably, as we pondered how much cash would remain

after the tax-man had taken his share. i
Many of the stories told in the staffroom arose from actua

situations. One classic concerned one of our past pupils who
had joined the parttime security forces. His wlznmr_nandmg
officer had posted this pupil to guard duty, telling him that it
was a "high risk security” duty, but that he would need to
make arrangements to get home at 2.00 a.m. i
Pupil (from telephone box): “Can you send a taxi to pick
me up as soon as possible?” "

Taxi firm: “Certainly sir — and where can we collect you?

Pupil: “T'm sorry, | can't tell you that as I'm on special guard
duty!” \
Ft?;nestl}r. this is a true story. | wonder if that pupil is still
waiting?

Slowly the numbers of pupils and staff increased so that
the North-Eastern Education Board granted permission for a
new extension to the school and the staffroom. kis difficultto
believe the conditions that staff were working in compared
with the luxury of today. Educational and political arguments
still endured in the staffroom. Mr. Stirling would throw in a
controversial point to get things going, and then when the
discussion was at its peak, would conveniently leave to
answer a phone call, a most cunning tactic. The ladies’
staffroom was extended, and the original male staffroom
became the Staff Study Room, where teachers could retreat
to peace and quiet for marking, exam. preparation and so on.
The staffroom was now large enough to accommaodate our
everincreasing staff — at one stage up to 55 — 24 males and
31 females. | wonder if discrimination was at work here.

At this time it was proving very difficult to make and serve
tea to 55 staff in 10 minutes at break, so the Staff Room Sub-
committee investigated a proposal to employ a lady to make
and serve tea at break and lunch. That lady was Mrs. McCune,
who has been with us nowfor 13 years, and the tea and coffee
are now served in a most efficient, pleasant manner. This
{fﬂﬂcisiun proved to be one of the Sub-committee's better
ideas.

At present Mrs. Davison, Head of the Geogra

: . : ography
Department, is responsible for the catering side of the
operation, and sees that the staff have a wide range of waist-

Mrs. McCune (right) has werked in the Staffroom for the

last thirteen years. ft is entirely due to herthat things are

rather less chaotic today than they were bweniy-five
years ago. '

—

fattening snacks in which to indulge. Mrs. Taylor has th.
unenviable task of extracting the staff fund money to coye,
the costs and to keep the books in the "black” most of the
time. Some of the original members of staff would see yaq
changes in staffroom conditions since the early days, ar,
many visiting teachers are pleasantly surprised by o
comfortable, well-organised facilities.

Many present and past members of staff can only haye
happy memories of our breaks and lunchtimes spent ir
convivial conversation and discussion during our first 25

years.

Frank Bennetl, the
school's first Head Boy,
wwites aboul some of
the incidents he
remembvs from Ris
time al Ballyclare
Secondary.

| came to the school when it opened, and left in 1963,
Those two years were amongst the most enjoyable of my life
and certainly of my entire school career. There was a great
spirit in the school in those early years. We were all taking a
step into the unknown, staff and pupils alike, and that helped
to bind us together.

There were no clubs or societies in the early days and, of

course, the school was still quite small, but none of this
stopped us having fun. Sport was very important, just as it
probably still is to-day, and | am still a keen sportsman, just as
I was all those years ago. Every day we would stay behind at
school long after everyone else had gone home. There was
basketball three times a week, and football twice. Mr. Lyons

took the basketball team. It was very competitive. One matck
in particular stands out. It was the day Mr. Lyons “had hi
chips”. We were playing St. Comgall's, Lame, in the Fac
Antrimn Shield semi-inals. It had all the makings of a classi
local derby. St. Comgall's were favourites, having lost nc
games that season, and they had the advantage of playing 2
home. However, with Mr. Lyons' incentive of fish and chi psfor
all the team if we should win, we were all determined to do our
best. | still believe to this day that when Mr. Lyons made his
rash promise, he thought we didn't stand a chance, but we
were lo prove him wrong. At fullime the score was 24.24,
with extra time to play. When the final whistle blew we had
won, and not only that, we had gained two league points, a
place in the final and a plate of fish and chi Ps, courtesy of Mr
Lyons. He was a good sport, and had his chips too.

In those days we seemed to find ourselves in cup finals with
amazing regularity, and one fine May evening | found myself
playllng for the Under 15 football team in the final of the Mid
Antrim Cup against Ballymena Secondary at Dixon Park. On
this particular occasion | was playing for more than the
honour of the School. My friend, Eddie Beggs, had
Eh.allenged me that if | could score three goals, he'd give me

two and a kick”, by which of course he meant two shillings
and six pence or 12'4p to-day. It may not sound like much
now, but then it was a lot of money, espedially to a schoolboy
and | readily accepted the challenge. A large crowd gathered
to watch the match, and what a great game it was, in the true



Mr. Parker

tradition of schoolboy soccer. Indeed of all the games | ever
played in, and I'm still playing, this was one of the most
enjoyable. | scored three goals but | never got my “two and a
kick”, for the third goal was disallowed. Mevertheless, in spite
of taking an early lead, Ballymena were defeated and another
trophy came home to Ballyclare.

Of course, not every match | played in was a cup match. |
was captain of Lindsay House and as such took part in a
variety of sports. Mr. McKnight was the Lindsay House
Teacher. When it came to picking a team to play McConnell
House, Mr. McKnight organised a rugby trial. To make up the
numbers he decided to play in one of the teams himself, and |
was his opposite number. During the game | got my
opportunity to score. | picked up the ball and, running as fast
as | could, past first one player and then another towards the
line for a try, suddenly | found myself confronted by the
considerable bulk of Mr. McKnight. There he was, solid as a
rock, and | was on a collision course with him. After the
impact, as | lay on my face in the dirt, | heard him say, “Are
you O.K. Frank?" | was, of course, O.K_, just a little stunned

and very wet and muddy.

The house competitions generated a lot or fun and
enjoyment. On one occasion | and my friend, Jim Moore,
were out on a cross-country run. We decided to take a short-
cut across a field, but what we didn't realise was that there
were horses in the field. We must have startled them, for they
began to chase us. We covered the three miles in record
time!

Besides sport, music also played an important part in
school life. Miss Lusk, who taught music, also organised the
school choir and a school band. In that band, | played the
harmenica. One of our favourites was “McNamara's Band",
which we played with gusto. The choir and musicians also
played an important part in the Annual Christmas Carol
Service. At the Carol Service | played my part by reading one
of the lessons. | was Head Boy, and this was one of my duties.
| had already been picked as a Prefect and one morning,
while in Mr. Crymble’s woodwork class, the Vice-Principal, Mr.
Parker, came in and called me out. By the tone of his voice |
realised it was a serious matter. My heart sank. What had |
done? | thought at least | was going to loose my Prefect’s
badge. On the way to Mr. Stirling’s office, my fears grew as
Mr. Parker told me, “You're on the carpet now, Bennett!" |
think Mr. Stirling sensed my trepidation. He asked me to sit
down, and then came the shock. He told me that | had been
selected as the school's first Head Boy. | was speechless. I'd
arrived at the office thinking | was “on the carpet”. After this
news, | very nearly was, literally!

| don't know if the school still has them, but in those days
there was a Prefects’ Party each year in the Gym. The parties
were great fun, but discipline was very strict. Before the event
Mr. Parker always warned the girls notto be wearing make-up
and, of course, none of themn dared. Yes, discipline was strict
all right. | remember clearly one occasion in the very early
days. The fumiture was all new, but covered with dust. We
were in Mr. McClelland's room, and | found my smart new
uniform covered in dust from the desks. | was brushing it off
when | got a clip on the ear from Mr. McClelland for not
paying attention!

Reading over this article, it seems as if all we did was play
games and enjoy ourselves, but there was plenty going on in
the classroom too. |, for one, enjoyed every day at Ballyclare
Secondary, except one, and that was the day | had to leave.

Miss Magore Hamilton
has been a secrelary in
the office since lale
1961, In this article she
writes about the ups
and downs of working
there.

The first thing that struck me when | first walked through
the door of Ballyclare Secondary as a replacement for the
school's first secretary, Mrs. Joan Barr, was how peaceful
everything seemed. The school had almost reached the end
of its first term, and the atmosphere was orderly and relaxed.
After this the comings and goings around the school office
came as rather a shock. It was a hive of activity and, of course,
has continued to be so during all myyears there as secretary.

| soon made friends with pupils and staff, and slowly got
used to the ringing of bells every forty minutes. In those early
years, when the number of pupils was smaller than itis today
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(there were only 420 in 1961), it was possible to get to know
all the faces, and quite a number of their names. | remember
most affectionately some pupils who helped me by running
willingly with messages to the four corners of the school —
Jessie Milligan, the late Wilma Hill (nee Warwick), Sandra
Coulter, Irene Montgomery, Shaw Beggs, Basil Gage and
Jacqueline Hollinger. Today | still run into some of our
earliest pupils in the street, and they always say hello.
Work in the school office was often, but not always, routine.
There were always teachers who needed something typed or
run off on the duplicator, letters to be written or minutes of
the School Management Committee meetings to be typed,
and fifty (yes, fifty) copies sent off to County Hall in
Ballymena, forms to fill in, and teachers salary cheques to be
distributed. From time to time there were minor crises, and
very occasionally a major one, but Mr. Stirling was never
flustered, and we got by. Working for him was the main
reason why | never ever thought seriously of changing jobs,
even to one that offered better pay. It's not widely known, but
there was a time many years ago when Mr. Stirling used to
smoke. When he announced one day that he was giving up, |
was a little fearful that withdrawal symptoms might disturb
his normally stable equilibrium. As it happened, there was no
need to worry, for thanks to a little will power and the magic of
Polo mints, the crisis period passed without any outward sign




of disturbance.

When the school was smaller, there was a homely, friendly
atmosphere about the place, and many of the staff used to
drop into the office to relax briefly over a cup of coffee ora
cigarette. Tommy Mayne, who was Head of the Mathematics
Department, and who became Vice-Principal about a year
after | arrived, was the most pleasant and thoughtful of men.
He was a keen rallying fan, and had acted as one of the
marshals at the Circuit of Ireland Rally. He had many stories
to tell about this, and about his days teaching in primary
school. | remember, too, Sid ney Astbury, now alas also dead,
4 very gracious soul whose wife, Joan,worked in County Hall,
She used to send in all the urgent mail with her husband. The
late Tommy Gilmer, who was responsible for constructing
the timetable, used to come into school during the summer
h{_:lida}rs when evenything was quiet, so that he could geton
with this task in peace, Occasionally he would ask me to help
iN some way, and | can still visualise how the pile of matches
built up in the ashtray as he constantly had to relight his
famous pipe after a long bout of concentration on some
tricky problem. In moments of relaxation he would recall his
days in the RAF. during the war. Like Mr. Mayne, he really
was a fund of fascinating stories,

n""'hss_ McDowell, who was the school's first Senior Mistress,
and Miss Lusk, the Head of Music, were also frequent visitors
to the office, and | remember typing the scripts of the plays
they staged. Some years later, Mrs. Buckley and | were Miss
McDowell's guests at the Grand Opera House in Belfast,
where her sister, Mrs. |sa Foweather, was singing. | also had
the pleasure of meeting the late Mrs, Florence McDowell,
who presented me with a copy of her book, "Other Days
Around Me". Perhaps the greatest character of the “old days”
was Jack Middleton, the first Head of the Science
Department. There used to be flower beds just outside the
office window, and these were tended by Mr. Middleton's
Rural Science class. He would occasionally bark instructions
to his troops in such a loud voice that | would jump!

» many members of staff from the early days
gnﬁfe{;{ég:;c:’i bgnyss Hamilton is Jac.k_' Ma'dd!_f!{;lrr. the
first Head of Science, pictured ahm:ﬂ with pupils froma
Rural Science class in 1963, Mr. Middlelon was one af
the great characters on the staff. Among .f:_:s r::_a:-_ry
talents were coaching football teams and giving v ‘mrfg
classes. His contribution to the Science Depamm n

detailed in Section 4 of the magazine.
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Some of the pupils who helped Miss Hamilton
running messages: Shaw Beggs, Sandra Coulter, Edith
Hill and Richard Kennedy. At the time this photograph
was taken, Sandra and Richard were Head Gid and

Head Boy, while Shaw and Edith were their Deputies,

Right from the first days of the school, Mr. Stirling would
receive visits from parents. It is amazing how many of them
would sit distressed outside the office, obviously concerneq
about some matter affecting their childiren, or even abay
somne problem totally unrelated to the school. When they re.
emerged from their chat with “the doctor”, they would
inevitably have cheered up, their problem solved.
Occasionally there were some famous visitors, such as B.E.C
personalities Walter Love and Harry Thompson, Slightly less
famous was Fernie the Magician, who came into schoal at
the end of June each year to “entertain” the children. At the
end of his perfformance, he would sit outside the office and
count his money.

In 1964 there was a sudden increase in the number of
pupils attending school, and several new teachers like Miss
Smith, Miss Murray (later Mrs. Todd) and Miss Harson {now
Mrs. Love) were all appointed to the staff at the same time. It
was also around this time that the warkload in the office
Increased to the extent that Mrs. Buckley joined me in a part-
time capacity. She became fulltime in 1973. Apart from
quickly becoming a good team in the office, we also became
firm friends, and | got to know her family well. One of Mrs.
Buckley's jobs became the typing of the school exam papers.
This particular task was one | didn't enjoy when | was on my
own in the office in the early days. On one occasion | was st
typing them at 10 0'clock at night! However, it was impossible
to complain about having to stay late. Most nights during that
first year, when | left to catch the 5.10 p.m. bus home, Mr.
Stirling, Mr. Mayne and Miss McDowell were still there,
ironing out the inevitable teething problems. | have no idea at
what time they all managed to get away.

| hate to think of how many times | have answered the
telephone since 1961. To begin with, there was only one line
through to the school, and things sometimes got hectic as
Mr. Stirling, teachers and | all competed to use it. Heaven
knows how many incoming calls never got through. It was
amazing how many people | got to know quite well through
speaking to them on the phone, people such as Mr. Stirling s
two great friends, the late John Malone and David Saunders.
primary and secondary school headmasters and thel
secretaries, Alex McCrea and John Montgomery &
Ulsterbus, and many others who had reason to contact the

g



The late Tommy Gilmer, whom Miss Hamilton helped
with the timetable.
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Ak el
fhe late Jimmy Todd, the school patrolman, who was a
frequent visitor io the office after his retirement. He was
& keen athlete for most of his life. and maintained his
interest in the sport until the time of his death.

school. Sometimes | was asked by telephone to pass on a
message to a pupil that they had just had a baby brother or
sister. There were also sadder occasions, when a pupil might
be called to the office phone to hear of a bereavement.
Working in the office brought me into contact with so
many people, and in conclusion Iwould like to mention some
of them whose co-operation was so essential to getting the
school off to a good start. There were the caretakers, Alfie
McClean (famous for his poetry) and George Davison; the
patrolman, Jim Todd; Mrs. Ardis, Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Moare

in the Dining Hall; the late Mr. Harrison, Mr. Greer, Mr.
Doherty and Mr. Kelly, the Welfare Officers; Mr. Dunlop, now
retired from Staffing in County Hall, Mr. McAllister and Miss
Crabbe from the Transport Office, and Mr. McFadden, Mrs.
Astbury and Miss Warwick (Purchasing); School
Management Committee members, the late Revs. W. D. G.
McCullough and W. J. Sloan, Robert Gawn and Frank
Warwick. To all of them, and many, many others, | would say
thank-you on behalf of all the early pupils, for whom they
worked so hard.

Miss Hamilton and Mrs. Buckley present Mr. Stiding with an umbrella and walking stick on his retirement in 1985,




OCCTION 2

To put together a “potted history " of the school, which is
what this section of the magazine humbly purports to be,
has been difficult for at least one major reason. As page
after page, recording the splendid achievements of so
many worthy people, piled up on the editorial desk, it
soon became obuious that unless considerable restraint in
the selection of material was exercised, the ‘potted
history” was in danger of becoming a work of major
proportions in its own right, requiring more pages that
financial constraints would permit. Since, at the time of
writing, the magazine is already in danger of going over
budget, thus causing Mr. Metcalfe mild apoplexy, little
reference is made in this section to the considerable
academic success of Ballyclare Secondary School pupils
in the last twentyfive years, nor have the sporting
triumphs of school teams been included here. Instead,
both occupy sections of their own on later pages, where
full justice can be done to them. Even so, there are still
many people and events which have had to be omitted.
What follows is but the tip of the iceberg, and apologies are
offered to those countless numbers of former pupils and
members of staff who have played their parts in the
school’s history so far and for whom it has not been
possible to find space. This section is dedicated to them
all.
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In June 1985 Mr. Stirling retired. He -had beeﬂr': m;ﬁlitﬁ'ﬁ”d
4 hool since 1961, and had pres-tdﬂd e ds of boys
i E?h over the educational fortunes aflhundre for twenty-
wa;mms from Ballyclare and the 5urrouqdlﬁ§ area tof the
?;‘urgeals. He had taken a keen interestin mwaspﬁtils il
«chool's life. The esteem in which he was held by pup

: ment of his efforts on
their parents was a just acknowledge his greatest

: : ' ils was :
their behalf. The happiness of I8 PUPLE P50 i jctening
conemn. He was always approa - cianificant they
ear for a child's problems, no matter how ms{ﬁj Secondary
may have been. The magazine of Orangefield SECTILS
School, where Mr. Stirling was Vice-Principal iy
and 1961, said of him: "Heisaman mfcuurag‘f’and FET'Q hie:
yet the qualities we treasured most Were his huml Ity':.rin
cheerful enthusiasm and his endless capacity for gmng
himself and his time". o

Born just outside Ballymoney, Mr. Stirling attended
Seacan Primary School and Eﬂilﬂﬂﬂ”e}’.H'gh School {n{c;w
Dalriada). He joined the Royal Engineers in 1941,and had a
distinguished military career in ltaly, France and Gelnﬂany.
He was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry during the
Allied crossing of the Rhine in 1944, It was during the war that
he first developed his interest in education. With a B.Sc. from
Queen's University and a Dip.Ed. from the University of
Melbourne, Mr. Stirling taught in the Boys' Model, Belfast,
Edenderry Secondary School and University High School,
Melbourne. He was Vice-Principal of Orangefield Secondary
School, Belfast, when it opened in 1957, before taking over
as Principal of Ballyclare Secondary in 1961. On hisfinal day
here, he recalled the date he had been appointed, for 26th
May 1961 also saw the birth of his daughter, Clare. That day
may be counted as the first of Ballyclare's “Stirling Era”.

The school opened on 6th September 1961. Apart from
Mr. Stirling, there were nineteen members of staff. They were
Jack Middleton, Catherine Lusk, Vina Ferguson, Mora
Dougan, Florence Montgomery, Jennifer Dickson, Eileen
Boyd, Jean Carson, lan McClelland, Sidney Astbury, Jim
Parker, Joan McDowell, Tommy Gilmer, Tommy Mayne,
Gordon Ward, Mark Hunter and three teachers wha are still
on the staff today, Mr. McKnight, Mr. Crymble and Mrs. Sloan.
Thanks to the timetabling ability of Mr. Parker, the Vice-

The late Tommy Mayne, Vice-Frincipal 1963 19an

Principal, a highly organised man who paid gm
detail, there were very few hitches, and within a 1E.f;uc*::
classes were arriving at the right rooms at the fight [‘?Er:‘- al

Mr. Parker left in 1963, first to take up the paost of Prilrﬁs.
at Kelvin Secondary School, and then to B pﬁn{.;'h_ i,,e
Greenland Secondary School (now Lame High) H:ﬁ.c
succeeded as Vice-Principal here by Mr, Mayne, the HEa:dj:
the Mathematics Department. Of all Mr. Stirling’s able
lieutenants over the years, proba bly none did a more '.'aluc..:.l
and professional job than Mr. Mayne. His local knowledae

The staff in 1966, in the back - :
Miss Dickson, Mrs. Boyd, MI":;LE':::DJ: Fé::tldf‘i'{ff E.:T: Miss Lusk. Mrs. Ferguson, Miss Dougan, Mrs. Montgomery. Mrs. Sloa™
- 5 nght. In the front are Mr. McClelland. Mr :"'l.bil'.n"-'u.;y. M '.;".'_u,,-'-“."k A
» 2. Ward and Mr. Hunter. It was customany in those days |
o wear gowns,

—
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was invaluable in deciding the first class placements. Even
before he became Vice-Principal, his concern that the school
should get off to a smooth start meant that he willingly gave
up most of his summer helidays in 1961 to ensure that
evenything was ready for September. During his career in
Ballyclare Secondary, his loyalty to the school and its
Principal were unquestioning. His desire that the school's
reputation remain unblemished, and that the children get the
best education during their years there, occupied all his
thoughts and great energy for nineteen years. He was always
on hand to help and advise his younger colleagues, and they
in their turn liked and respected him. The pupils, too, were
fond of him, not because he was “soft” — indeed, no one
could show displeasure more swiftly and effectively — but
because, in the uncanny way children have, they knew he was
on their side, When he retired in 1980, his health was poor,
and he died in 1985, his name still honoured in the school he
served with distinction.

Preceptors exam., but Senior Certificate was, by the G.CE. O
Level, which was taken, like its predecessor at the age of
sixteen, In 1973 the new Cenrtificate of Secondary Education
(C.S.E.) allowed many more children than previously to leave
school with qualifications. The summer of 1987 will see the
last of O Level and C.S.E., which are to be replaced by the
General Certificate of Secondary Education (G.C.SE.), an
examination designed to cover almost the whole ability range
at 16 plus. Some pupils will continue to sit for R.S.A. and A
Level exams.

Whatever else a school may provide for its pupils, its
reputation often stands or falls by its examination results.
Good grades are what most children and their parents want
more than anything else, especially in recent years, when
qualifications are more urgently needed than at any time in
the last quarter century. From its beginning Ballyclare
Secondary School has been justifiably proud of its results,
and in a later section of this magazine dealing with the work

Mr. Mayne
McCowan,
the school. He was liked and respected by all, staff and pupil

rallying, but first and foremost among all

been much missed by all his fri

on his retirement in 1980 with Alison Caruth, Karen Armsirong. Jacqueline Andrew, Amanda Greer, Flona
Rosalind Gault and Dorothy Wilson. For nearly nineteen
5 alike. He
devotion to the good name of Ballyclare Secondary. He has

that he did was fis
ends inside and outside the school.

years Mr. Mayne had given generously of his time to
had many interests outside teaching, particularly

420 pupils were on the roll in Septemnber 1961, 120 in
each of 1st and 2nd Forms, 150 in 3rd Form, and the restin
4th Form. The external examinations which they were to
work towards were the Junior Certificate, first taken by a class
from the school in 1964, and Senior Certificate, which would
be taken by pupils who stayed on until the end of their fifth
year. Some children might take a practical examination set
by the College of Preceptors {London) at the end of their
fourth year, at which point they usually left school to take up
employment. All these exams. had disappeared by the mid
sixties. Junior Certificate was not replaced, nor was the

23

of the Departments, a fuller tribute is paid to the quite
extraordinary efforts in the classroom of pupils and their
teachers over the last twenty-five years. The quality of the
teaching, it may be argued, has been as highas in any schoaol
in the province, and this despite an inreasing lack of
resources and adequate teaching space.

When the school opened, there were twelve general
teaching rooms in the main building, along with a Music
Room, an Art Room, a Library, Domestic Science and Craft
Rooms and a Gymnasium. GA] was used as a medical
room, while GAZ was sometimes employed as an exira
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The school prizegiving. 1968. Left to right at the back are Andrew Holmes, Jackie McKeown. Ray
Robent Beggs, John Witherhead, and in fronl. Mary Mewha and Denise Sirain,

mond Hill, Jim MeKeouwn,

teaching area. Two mobile classrooms, situated at the back
of the school where the extension was later built, were added
in 1965, In 1972 the school leaving age was raised from
fifteen to sixteen, and the number of pupils on the roll
reached an alltime peak at around 900, As 2 result, more
classrooms were needed, and the extension, which included
four Commerce Rooms, a Domestic Science flat, two Art
Reoms, the Senior Pupils' Common Room and a Project
Room, had to be built. k was not completed until January
1975. Six more mobiles were also installed. Today the
number of mobiles totals fourteen. The environment in marny
of themn is not entirely conducive to Inspiring teaching, and
there has been some deterioration in the fabric of the main
school building. Strenuocus efforts have been made by Mr.
Stirling and Mr. McCrea to ensure that money could be made
available for repairs, and the teaching profession throughout
the country has, through its union leaders, made repeated
representations to highlight the lack of proper financial
provision by government for education. A lack of decent
resources, a conviction that government was not showing
sufficient concemn for school pupils, and a deterioration in
their own living standards, which would require a 35% pay
increase to ensure restoration to 1975 levels, led Britain's
teaching unions in 1985 to embark upon a period of
industrial action at a level and intensity never previously
expenenced in schools. On 15th July last year the Belfast
Telegraph education correspondent wrote: “A battle royal is
in prospect when the summer holidays come to an end.”
Morthern Ireland schools, as it turmed out, were much less
badly disrupted than those on the mainland, but there is no
doubt that Ulster teachers did feel, like their colleagues in
England, Scotland and Wales, that successive Secretaries of
State for Education were continually asking them to deliver
more than was possible with diminishing resources. As a
group, teachers have never been naturally mlli!anl, but by
1985 most of them were prepared to I'ighll-::rmenlr standards
of living, conditions of service and a good education for their

Helping to xeep the Common Room clean, FPhilip

Logan in 976,

pupils. The removal of good will, which temporarily ended
Open Mights and extra-curricular activities, was not viewed by
anyone in the profession with equanimity, but it was a
manifestation of growing dissatisfaction, The dispute ended
some months ago, and the current A.C.AS. talks pravide the
oppertunity for both Government and unions to pause and
reflect. At last there is the expectation of mare resources
being made available for the children and a new salary
structure for teachers, whose good will is once again being
shown in their commitment to after-school activities.




It is precisely this good will which has allowed Ballyclare
Secondary 3chool to provide a wide variety of extra-curricular
activities for its pupils. Many teachers, realising the value of
contact with children outside the classroom, have willingly
devoted an incalculable number of hours of their free ime to
a range of afterschool activities. Sports such as football,
basketball, hockey, netball, squash, badminton and athletics
have attracted many pupils, and success in interschool
competitions has been frequent. A separate section later in
this magazine reviews sport in the school since 1961,

For those not of a sporting disposition there have always
been a number of clubs and societies, catering for a variety of
interests. As early as 1961 Mr. Parker set up a Chess Club,
and for the first decade of the school’s life a Film Society
attracted large audiences. For some years in the seventies
Mr. Atcheson ran the Environmental Society, whose
membership included the legendary Harry Robinson. Harry's
concern for the quality of the environment was matched only
by his love of public speaking, and he was a founder member
of the Debating Society. Neither of these two clubs survived
long after he left schoolin 1978. The Irish Dancing Society
won a number of cups and medals in the mid-seventies. [t
was coached by Miss Roberts, and its membership included
such sylph-like figures as Janice Suitters, Joyce Mills, Sandra
Fee, Shirley Scott, Heather Dodds, Julie Rankin, Anne Esler
and Anne Bryson. Those pupils with musical talents have
found an outlet in the school choir, which established a
reputation in the early sisties for its excellence at Ballyclare
and Camickfergus Music Festivals, and the school orchestra,
now alas long since defunct. The school has been fortunate
in the quality of its music teachers, Miss Lusk, Mr. Beattie,
Miss Quigley and currently, Miss Harvey who, along with the
multitalented Miss Whittock, runs the popular Guitar Club.

The legendary Harry Robinson, piclured here with
some of his classmates from SAT in 1976

For a time in 1982 and 1983 Mr. Stewart's Fishing Club
attracted quite a few budding anglers. while the most
recenllyformed school societies are the Computer Club, the
Jogging Club and the Ramblers’ Club.

Between 1975 and 1980 a club supervised by senior
pupils operated in Room 4. Set up by Mrs. Dennis, it was
called the Fun Club, and its members were drawn from the
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Spont has always fealured large in the range of extracuwricular aclivily. The picture shows Mr, Lyons and the 1963/64
{inder |2 foothall team.
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Miss Roberts and the giris of the Irish Dancing Society in 1977, winners of the McGladdery Cup at Ballyclare Folk Dancing
Festival,

school's junior forms and from the P6 and P7 classes of
Ballyclare Primary School. The idea was to provide a relaxed
atmosphere where the members participated in board
games and quizzes or enjoyed “The Reading Corner”, and it
proved a valuable link between primary and secondary
school pupils. The senior pupils who gave up much of their
free time to help with the younger children were Heather
Beattie, Tracy Mitchell, Wilma Kirk, Margaret McMaster and
Linda Wilson. With the establishment of the Junior Youth
Club, membership of the Fun Club fell from over forty to five.
In these circumstances it was no longer viable, and it came to
an end. Still going strong after over twenty years, however, is
the Scripture Union. One of its founder members was Mr.
McClelland, who taught Science. It has continued to meet
regularly each week since the early sixties, and it has
extended its activities to include talks from guest speakers,
weekends at Parkmore and in Bangor, and the “Top of the
Form™ Inter-School Quiz, organized by the Mewtownabbey
branch of the Young Life Group. Mrs. Graham, Mrs. Young
and Mr. Cooke have been leaders of the S.AU. in the past,
Today Miss McWilliam, Mrs. Davison, Miss Roberts. Mrs.
Aanew, Mrs. Dunlop, Mr. Lewis, Mr. McHKnight, Mr. McCrea
and Mrs. Alexander help in organising the S.0. programme.

The Drama Group has repeatedly enraptured audiences
over the years with the excellence of its annual productions,
For example, in 1969 Ralph Steele, Kathleen Mckee, Jim
Finlay, Roy Tweedie, George Homer and Joel McGowan
starred in “Trouble in Baghdad”. This was followed by
“Oliver” (1970), with Basil Gage in the title role, Francis
Murray as Fagin and Kenneth Forsythe as The Artful Dodger,
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and “The Wizard of Oz" (1971), starring Denise Drummand
as Dorothy. There were other successes including “The
Boyfriend” (1973), which included a particularly daring can-
can featuring Elizabeth Getty, Irene Wallace, Jacqueline
Hollinger, Yvonne McMeekin and Karen Telford, “Cinderella”
(1974), "Olkahoma" (1975) in which good performances
were given by Lindsay Geary, Jim Campbell, George Gault,
lsobel Hollinger and Robin Higginson, and “ Aladdin” {(1977).
In recent years the audiences have continued to flack in.
They have not been disappointed, for the Drama Gro up has
maintained its high standards with - The lmportance of Being
Emest” (1981), "Oliver” again (1982} and “Jack and the
Beanstalk” (1983). The current generation of fine actors
includes Timothy Campbell and David Morrison. The
numbers of staff and pupils involved in all the Drama Group
productions has been impressive, Miss McDowell and Miss
Lusk set the standard early on, and since then Mrs. Davison,
Mrs. McMally, Miss Roberts, Mr, Beattie and Miss Ha rvey have
all taken on the burden of directing and producing, not just
the musicals and pantomimes, but the concerts and other
entertainments which have been such a notable feature of
school life. Many others have made valuable contributions to
the productions. For example, Mr. Metcalfe and Menyn
Higginson have been in charge of many a stage lighting
team, Mr. Adrain, Mr. Gingles and their colleagues have built
and painted sets, Miss Smith and the Home Economics
Department have spent many a long hour making costumes,

while Mrs. Love and Mrs. M. Ferguson have looked after
props and make-up.



The first full-scale musical o be produced by Miss

McDowell in the mid-sixties was “Way Out West,

starring Jim Hobinson (left), Kathleen McKee and Jim Basil Gage, Kenneth Forsythe and Francis Murray in
Finlay. the 970 production of "Oliver”,

Ohne of the more recent Drama Club produclions was "The Importance of Being Ernest” in 1981, The cast, pictured from left
to right. are Deborah Brennan, Geoffrey Ellison, Mary Wilson, Patricia Houslen, Jim Gault. James Elison, Judith Donnell
and Jacqueline McAfee.
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Travel, it is often said, broadens the mind. If this is true,

then Ballyclare Secondary pupils must have the broadest
minds in East Antrim, for school trips, both nea_rand far, I1.=.m.-~:3I
taken place regularly since 1961. What follows 1 onlyasma
sample. T

Most of the pupils in the mid-seventies visited the
cottage at Parkmore which the school helped renovale
and fumnish. Geography field trips have been a common
occurrance, the most spectacular being that to Majorca
in 1985. A particularly exciting event for geographers
took place in MNovember 1971, when seventythree
of them, together with Mr. Ward, made a flight over part of
the Province to see geographical features from the air.
Trips abroad have included those to Paris, beginning in
1968, organised by Mrs. Bradley, and another to the Alps for
a skiing holiday in 1974. These ski trips were revived in 1381
by P.E_ teacher, Mrs. W. Campbell, and have continued, with
very few accidents, every year since then. She, together with
Miss Whittock, Miss Meill and, last year, Mrs. Taylor, has
accompanied school parties of around thirty to Ifﬂr‘lt}-'
youngsters to Madessino and Artesina in ltaly, Leysin in
Switzerland, and Pamporavo and Barovets in Bulgaria. In
1971 and 1975 educational cruises were arranged by Mrs. M.
Ferguson to the Mediterranean on board "S.5. Uganda™.
Less ambitious, but no less enjoyable was a visit to the Boat
Show in London in 1972, Also in 1972 Miss McDowell took
pupils from her English classes to see the Bronte country in
Yorkshire, Sports trips of all kinds have been organised over
the years. For example, Mrs. Caldwell and Mrs. Dickey took
members of the school Hockey and Metball Clubs to
Edinburgh a number of times in the seventies. The
Basketball Club, together with Mr. Lyons and Mr. Waldron,
played matches in Belgium in 1976, while between 1975and
1980 Mr. Todd organised six soccer trips to Liverpool and
Manchester. In 1971 4C1 went to see round Windsor Park,
and in 1972 the Rugby Club visited Ravenhill to watch the
Mew Fealand “All Blacks™ play Ulster,

Perhaps the most praiseworthy activity in which pupils
hawve become invalved is the raising of funds for charity. Mamy
hundreds have given up their time to help those less
fortunate than themsehes. In 1971, for example, Marbeth

Paul Monigomery. John Robinson, Jeffrey Crong
Robert Dunn, Dawld Gracey, Morman Laird and Aleg
Henry on the 1978 football tour to Liverpool

Smyth and Kenny Higgins of 4C1 organised a collection g
provide Christras presents for the Army. In 1972 £120 g
raised by pupils of Mrs. M. Ferguson for the Asere Hawaria
School in Ethopia. Then in 1973 1C1 collected £27 for
physically handicapped children. This particular cause hag
been regulary supported ever since, with Mrs. Alexander
carrying on the work begun by Miss Lusk of selling Christmas
seals. Alsoin 1973 5B raised L5959 for the Victoria Homes, and
in 1974 2C2 sold Christmas cards to a value of £40 for the
Save the Children Fund. This practice also continues under
the guidance of Mrs. Martin. It was as far back as 1974 that

Mr. Manson and Miss Smith with the pupils who went on the 1980 cruise on 5.5, Uganda’
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The recent famine in Ethiopia highlighted the plight of the world's starving. and virtually every pupil in the .m-:hnql made

same contribution lowards improving the lot of these most unfortunate of people. The photograph above ﬂr_e:uws pu{:n’sd-ﬂf,

\who raised £270 for Ethiopia in 1985, However, charity contributions have been collected in schoal since it opened (n
1961, and many fund-raising events have been held.

the “Blue Peter” television programme made an appeal for
stamps to be sent in as part of its campaign to raise funds for E—
Ethiopia, 9,199 stamps were sent in by pupils from the %‘!‘
school. The plight of the starving in Ethiopia was brought -y .
again to the forefront of public consciousness by Bob
Geldol's Band Aid. Many classes completed the Lorry of
Grain Project, while others held a sale, knitted vests for

refugee children or participated in a twelve-hour fast
organised by 6th former pupil Gavin McDowell. The annual

e

- f
Chdam appeal in 1974 realized £240, and that particular = |2
charity, along with Dr. Bamado's Homes and the NS P.CC, , =3
continue to benefit from the weekly charity collections 5

organised by each class charity representative, a scheme
originally begun by Mrs. Bradley some years ago. Cystic
Fibrosis is supported by a school postal service at Christmas
and on St. Valentine's Day, organised by Mrs. McMally, while
Mr. Cross holds an Easter egg raffle on behalf of the
Ballyclare Lions Club.

During the last few years several classes have “adopted” a
faster child as their contribution ta school charity. With the

help of “Foster Parents Plan”, the school now has four foster
children. 4A fosters a gifl in Mussorie, India, 3D an eleven:

year-old boy in Senegal, West Agrica, 2K aten-year-old boyin
Kenya, and 2W a twelveyear-old boy, also in Kenya, Each
pupil contributes 10p per week, and they can keep in touch
with their particular foster child by letter and card. The money
goes directly to the foster child or his family, or to improving
his education, his home or his community.

In the last year Jarnie Hamill and the current 20 raised
maney for the RSP.E., while Anne Kirkpatrick and what is
now 2M sent a contribution to the Royal Victoria Hospital's
Children’s Heart Unit. As part of the Sport Aid Project, Mrs,
Bradley and seventeen pupils took part in the May Fair Fun
Run, while the Girll's P.E. staff and another group of pupils
entered for the “Run The Workd'” 10:klametre race in Belfast.

The concern shown by pupils over the years is echoed by
the staff's concem for the social welfare of the pupils they
teach. Since its earliest days Ballyclare Secondary has been
proud of its caring approach to pupils’ problems. It has

a been believed that the Class Teachers are the most Mm Pat Watson (left) at .,, x r«.'. v aal .m_,
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registration or class assembly, and will know each pupil on an
individual basis. In 1973 the Year Teacher system was
introduced to help in counselling pupils. It was envisaged that
the Year Teachers would be those to whom Class Teachers
could turn with specific pupil-related problems. A few years
later the role of the Year Teachers was changed to
menitoring academic progress, and the main counselling
role retumned to Miss McDowell, the Senior Mistress. When
the concept of counselling as a specialist role in pastoral care
came to the fore, Mr. Stewart, who also co-ordinates the
various charity schemes, was appointed as Senior
Counsellor in 1978. His post involved co-ordinating the work
of all staff responsible for pupil welfare, organising parental
interviews and acting as a link between the school and
outside agencies,

This care and concemn for pupils is particularly important
when the great majority of children arrive in the school
feeling themselves already to be “failures”. The
achievernents of these children in examinations and in the
whaole range of extra-curricular activity continues to make a
nonsense of the iniquitous Eleven Plus examination which
divides children at that age into “success™ and failures™. For
many years Mr, Stirling was a charmpion of comprehensive
education and an end to Eleven Plus, serving as a member of
the Association for Comprehensive Education, of which he
was Chairman between 1978 and 1983, He believed that
selection at the age of eleven is wrong, because it is not
possible to classify children in different types. There was no
reom for terms such as “reject” in Mr. Stirling's vocabulary.
To achieve their full educational potential, he believed that
schools should encourage every child to develop the widest
possible range of abilities and skills. Thus his passionate
belief in the comprehensive system of education.

It seemed as if a breakthrough was about to be made in
1975 with the publication of the Cowan Report, which invited
schools in Morthem freland to submit plans to the
government on how education in their local areas might be
regrganised. A committee of staff in Ballclare Secondary
laboured hard and long on this task and eventually produced
its recommendations, endorsed by parents, which involved
the introduction of a comprehensive system in Ballyclare.
With the advantage of hindsight, it is obvious that the vested
interests which still control edcucation would never allow the
Ballyclare Secondary School submission to see the light of
day. So it is that selection still dominates the schooldays of
Ballyclare children. Inequality and injustice are still alive, well
and thriving. It is a distressing thought that when the school
celebrates its Golden Jubilee, the spectre of selection may
still be hovering over education in Morthern Ireland, a full fifty
years after the comprehensive system was first introduced on
the mainland.

It is hardly surprising, given the amount of preparation done
in the months before the school opened, that a routine was
quickly established in the early weeks of the first term. The
school day began with Assembly at 9,15 a.m. and finished at
the end of ninth period at 3.35 p.m. From Easter 1972 these
times changed to those we still use today, 8.530 a.m. till 3.00
p.m., and the morning assernbly has, for some years, had
vanations on the original theme, taking the form of Class,
Year, House, Junior or Senlor Assemblies. A registration
period at the beginning of each day was introduced in

r 1985, The changes of 1972 caused a few
problems at the time, especially for those who had to catch
one or other of the school buses. Several pupils expressed
doubts as to whether they could get up sufficiently early.
Ohers worried that they would not be hungry enough to eat
lunich as early as the new time for Istand 2nd Forms of 11.45
a.m. However, as is always the case, a new and acceptable
routine was quickly established. ,

Speaking of routine, there are two groups of pupils whe,
over the years, have helped encrmously in the smooth

———ﬂ.-
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It used to be customary for Class Teachers to fake h

pupils on a daytripeach year, F‘r:-rurﬂf.'n-r._-‘p.-._-mmc-;
Miss Allen’s 24 at Ballygalley in 1968

)

running of the school. The Monitor systermn was introducedin
January 1972. Mr. Todd, Miss Roberts and ""'UE--Graharnm
their tums at supenvising the Monitors, before Mes, Beg
assumed control in 1978. The excellent work of these 2ny
Year pupils in “guarding” strategic points in the schog
building during First Lunch continues as efficiently as everiy
the past. Many Monitors have gone on to become Prefacts
who do a similar job during Second Lunch, as well as helping
out at school functions in the evenings. The Prefect systemis
as old as the school itself, and only three teachers have been
in charge of supenvising them, Miss McDowell {1961-71), Mr
Todd (1971-77) and Mrs. Currie (1977-86). As a reward for
their efforts, the Prefects have often been allowed to hold
parties or dances, and more recently, discos, But it was fek
from early on that some other means should be found of
recognising their efforts. In 1971, therefore, the Prefects, who

The Senior Counsellor, M Stowart




M. Best's 2H get a treal! They are pictured here on their visil lo Ballyclare Sewage Works in June 1977, The teachers are
Mrs. McDowell and Mrs. Best.

until then had had nowhere to go at lunchtime, were allowed
to use one of the mobile classrooms in the playground to
have lunch and relax. They barrowed an electric kettle and
some cups, and settled happily into the old Room 13 (Room
17 today). With the completion of the school extension in
1975, the Prefects moved into the new Common Room.
Compared to the mobile, their new surroundings were
luxurious, with a tea bar, study area and a space for snooker
and table-tennis tables. The room was eventually equipped
from funds raised by the Prefects themselves, and a rota
system for washing dishes and sweeping floors was arranged
and supenised by them. It is unfortunate that in the last
couple of years the Common Room has had to be used as a
classroom for part of the day. In 1972 a special Prefect's tie
was introduced, which is still worn today.

The school has been particularly fortunate in its Head Boys
and Head Girls. In the last twenty-five years the following
pupils have held these imporant posts: Frank Bennett
(1961-64), Harry Wright (1964-66), Robert Elliott (1966),
Derek Higgins (1966), Edwin Forsythe (1967), Stephen
Mitchell (1968), Jim McKeown (1969), Willie Hutchinson
(1970), Martin Beattie (1971), Kenneth McBride (1972), Paul
Frizzell {1972-73), Richard Kennedy ( 1973-74), Shaw Beggs
(1974), vor McKeown (1974-75), Henry Morgan (1976-77),
Jim Wilson (1977-78), George Buckley (1978.79), Brian
Price (1979-80), Raymond McMair (1980-81), Alex. Agnew
cllgawz}. Migel Allen (1982-83), Paul Harvey (1983-84),
Migel French (1984-85), Sean Dobson ( 1985-86), Elizabeth
Kenny (1961-64), Joan Todd (1964-65), Deirdre Saunders
L196566), Lyla Herr (1966-67), Eileen Frazer (1967-68),

McAuley (1968), Mary Carmichael (1969), Kaye
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Eileen Frazer, Head Gind [96 768

Wilson (1970), Linda Quail (197 1-72), Sandra Coulter { 1972
74). Margaret Sloan (1974-75), Doreen Beattie (1975-76),
Andrea McCaughey (1976-77), Isobel Hollinger (1977-78),
Karen Bryson (1978-79), Margaret Logan (1979-80), Morma
Bradford (1980-81), Mandy Jackson (1981), Jacqueline
McAfee (1982), Ann Bissett (1982) Sonia Jackson (1982
83), Laura Dobson (1983), Melanie Kirk (1983), June Herron
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Two prefects, Shirdey Wanwick and Stephen McCollam, Head Girt { 196485, Tracy Ireland, pictied
on duly at the main door in 1977, Tower on a trip organised by the French
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(1983-84), Tracy Ireland ( 1984-85) and Zoe Lorimer (1985 origins in the Ballyclare Royals Basketball Clyp,

86). coach, Mr. Lyons, realised that there was a need for much
In researching this publication, one source of information wider range of activity for young pecple in the toun The
which has been of immense value is “Mewsbeat”, the schoal Youth Club aimed to provide just this. Membership

Was
newspaper, Its first editon appeared on 30th September to anyone aged between fourteen and nineteen, M. Lyons

1971. Although much time and effort had been spent by Mr. was assisted by Miss Smith, Mr. Waldon, Mr. Holmes and o,
Todd and his team in meeting the deadline, its eight pages  sharter periods, by Mr. Todd, Mr. Blair and Menan Higginsan
were rather less polished than had been hoped for. However, Thee Chubs first apened its doors in November 197 1, and it has
throughout its first year, ten issues of “Newsbeat” appeared since becomne such a vital part of school life that it is difficyg
at monthly intervals at the price of 2\4p each, and it gradually to imagine Ballyclare Secondary without it. Over the years
ook on a rather more professional lock, selling in total 4000 has expanded considerably since its humble beginnings, bus
copies. Valuable assistance had been rendered by a number the most significant advance was when the Youth Centre,
of pupils, especially Lynn McDowell, Donald Reid, Sammy specially designed for use by young people in the EVEnings,
Wilson, John Kennedy, Kenny Logan and Clive Thompson, and by other community groups during the day, was built in
who wrote news stories, features and sports items, drew the school playground. it was ready for use in 1979, A year
canoons and headlines, stapled the pages together and sold earlier Mr. Lyons, having given so much of his time 1o the
the finished product Since 1971 over 300 pupils have Club, stepped down when Miss Williamson was appointed as
helped in some way with the production of “Mewsbeat”, the school's first Youth and Commumnity Tutor. When she got
Although production costs have meant price increases over married, becoming Mrs. Cooke, she moved to the Lisbumn
fifteen years, the school newspaperis nowmore popularthan  area to become Divisional Youth Officer, and her post in
ever, Costing 1 0p for between 16 and 24 pages, it sells more Ballyclare was taken over in January 1981 by Mr. Younger,
than 200 copies per month. Incidentally, the biggest-selling whao has presided over a period of substantial expansion. The
edition of “Mewsbeat” was issue number 23 of 1 Tth Club now epens four evenings a week and on Saturday
December 1973, t was the first to contain photographs, and momings. Adults from the local community, many of them
sold 823 copses. former pupils, help run the Youth Centre, and Club leaders

“Mewsbeat” began as a disseminator of news, butwiththe  regularly attend courses in youth work. The Centre has
introduction of the daily information sheet in 1976, it lost is continued to build up its resources, and members have just
immediacy, and its shle and content showly changed. built two canoes (more are to follow) to add to the recently
Mowadays it still has news items, and a very full spors acquired tents and cooking equipment. Mr, Younger hopes
coverage, but many of its features have become light-hearted to get permission from Newtownabbey Council to have part
in nature, Trivial and selfindulgent it may be on occasions, of the Six Mile River at the back of the school grounds made
but as a record of school life it continwes o fulfil & vital ino a canoeing stretch. The varied Youth Club programme
function, and its popularity with pupils and their parents is  now includes specialised activities such as judo, gymnastics.
greater than ever, especially the continuing rw-a-laginns af and weighttraining. In recent years Club m‘:_"‘bfﬁ haﬂv;
Peeping Tom in “Private Eye”. Mr. Todd edited the first fifty:  contributed to the success of Ballyclare May Fair Week, 2
five r|Hﬂ'|.l.|'5.hﬂaf5"_ Mumbers 56-73 were mtﬁ"dhﬁ'm!- Hitson in 1984 H-H:!f' tiowrnle :Part in the Chanmel Feaiir tel=asion
and Mrs. Gawn, before Mr. Todd took over again three years programme “Trax-Trix”". With residential and camping
ago. weekends, holidays in such places as the Isle of I""l-i-'lr'-":"’"""':I:’I

The school was just beginning its second dt‘E-EIII_"E when the dances, discos, interclub wvisits and competitions '31’;":
go-ahead was given for a Youth Club to GJ'J'EIEII_E im thee main summer schemes, it is hardly surprising that
school bullding on Monday and Thrusday evenings. lthad its membership now stands at over four hundred.
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One of the big atiractions at the Youth Club in 1973 was the oisil of a famous D0 Me was 0 [amaos we dor ot s
ST

Call Williamsaon, the school's Youth Tulor, piciured
here with .Nim Kelly, in the new Youth Centre in 1979,

Each year since 970 a Summer Activlty Scheme has
becn organised in Ballyclare Secondary. This 1578
photograph shows Ballyclane’s Aot Rodyinssen Laking
part in 1’5 A Hnockow ™, in wikich s team jailed fo
frmph over several other schools! ahn, Deller kroun
as " Bubblie”, has ravelied far and Wide since Jeadiing
school, Last year, for instance, he spent three months in
South America as pard of "Operation Raleigh® This
gear he spent some time in the Far East, befare mouing
o Australia, wherne be i currenily working.




The Youth Club had established itself by the N$
seventies. Young people were enjoying the facilites a
activities provided, and some of them decided to pul
samething back into the community. This was the beginning
of the Community Sendce Project. In January 1"3_‘7"3 a group
of Club leaders and senior girls made contact with the local
Health Visitor, Mrs. ha Kyle, who advised on hnwtl'lE_PlE'IE"ﬂ
could be set up. By February it was underway. consisted r.g
weekly visits to senior citizens in Ballyclare by senior Clu
members, and the arganisation of a social event for the old
people every month. The very first function was organised by
girls such as Carol Smyth, Marie Gaull, Sandra Coulter and
Elaine Knox. Many other girls soon joined the FT_ﬂjch_ﬂl'ld
over the years it developed into a most worthwhile actmly.
Guided by Miss Smith, Mr. Lyons, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Waldran,
Miss Lusk and Mrs. Bradley, the girls organised various social
events, ranging from pet shows and cookery demonstralions
to bus trips and picnics. Catering was done by the girls and
Youth Club Leaders. However, the mast important part of the
Project was the weekdy visit, and emphasis was abaays plm:v_:d
on the importance of reliability by the girls, and the regularity
of their visits. A Project such as this is only as good as the

peaple in it, and there is no doubt that over the years the giris
involved were absolutely manvellous, the real reason for its
SUCCESS,

I was Miss Smith who shamed the respons;
inaugurating the Duke of Edinburgh Award &hﬂ::lulr: 2,
school. On a very ila mp.qug:..' moming in 1964 Sh“m th
Millar attended a course in Ballymoney. On the ik .;1“
fittle they were told there, they were expected to Organks,
scheme. Perhaps it was better to be thrown in g the
end. for by trial and emor the two ladies got the Ei:h-a-%
established. Soon it was flourishing, and over the yeay, m:q
gils_guned Bronae, Sher and God Auards. } 3
particularty difficult ko '-lnr'lu.1|'r|!- Ciold Award, POt only bacs R
of the high standard requi red, but because many Aoy
school at sixteen, and the work F”f Gold just started 5 ur::ﬁ
age. However, two groups of girls did get this coveted d“&:.
In 1975 Sandra Coulter. June Topping, Rosemary e
Irene Johnston and Margaret Sloan went 1o Buckinghar
Palace to collect their certificates, and they were foflo, ;
1980 by Carolyn Andrew, Miriam McCullough and Yyopn,
Hanna. .

The Scheme covers a vast range of activities
Ballyclare girls did evenything from floral ant 10 moyngy,
climbing and community work. One group of twenty Sy,
Award girls took part in a police course ever a periad of e
months, which culminated in a day trip to Enniskillen g,
attend an R.(L.C. passing-out ceremany. Some activiies were
undertaken on an individual besis. For example, Jeg,

The givis of the Community Sentoe Fropect o hich began in 1973, did some quile pulstanding weaek for old peaple i -""'

Ballgclare area, including taking them o shows. This picture. taken in Movember | 978, shows somye of the girls. 3l dresses

up for the accasion, ready o lake some semior citleens i "The Good (id Days" ol the Grove Theatre, The gin's are '-'hl=':"' -'!-'!-I'-'

May Wilson, Elaine Cross. Sandra Gillespie, Joanne Mehingdng Cansd Smudie. Joanne Adamsan, and (fronl row ) Rhonds
Ferguson, Adadr Reid, Heather Dodds and vane Palerson.

—
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Samdra Coulter, June Topping, Rosemany Andrew and lrene Johnston with Miss Smith at Buckingham Palace in July
1978 whhen e ﬂ.ln'-\, LM l|'_:-|".|'-_-,:.|:'r|j¢_'|_.* wath their Duke of .'!.li.lu'l':'ll:'ll-':cj-ll old Awards.

Milligan made a weekly trip to Belfast for six months for a
course with the Fire Senvice, The Scheme was very
dependent on voluntary assistance from members of the
public, people in industry or in the Health and Social
Sapvices. Miss Smith and Miss Millar (later Mr. Martin) were
ahways very grateful for that help. When Mrs. Martin had to
give up her involvernent in the Scheme, Miss Savage and
Mrs. Moore took her place. The Scheme carme to an end in
Ballyclare Secondary in 1980 after sixteen years.

There had also been a boys’ Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme for some years from 1971, and many of them won
Bronze awards. Mr. Holmes was the teacher in charge, and
his place was taken in 1980 by Mr. Blair. The boys’ Scheme
has also ended.

The involvernent of pupils in the life of the school took
novel form in the School Council, a committee of pupils,
elected by their peers to discuss ways in which they
themselves could influence how the school was run, After a
brief burst of activity in the mid-sixties, a new Council was
elected in April 1973, and for three years it met regularly,
discussing such topics as homeworks, smoking, school
discipline, uniform and the need for a pupils’ common reom.
Although the Council has long since gone the way of all flesh,
it is interesting to note that some of its suggestions were put
into practice, notably the provision of the Senior Commen
Roam, the wearing of slacks by girls in the winter months, the
inraduction of the Prefects’ tie and the annual Inter-House
Ghuiz. Whilst members of the Council usually showed great
enthusiasm for their role, especially secretaries Linda
Mitchell and Margaret Sloan, general apathy among senior
pupils in the school meant that meetings were discontinuted.

Mrs. Martin who, with Miss Smith, sef up the Duke of

Edinburgh Award Scheme in the school in 1964

it has always been though essential that parental
imvolvernent in the school be maintained at as high a level as
possible. Parents, for example, had places on the old schoal
management committee, and now on the new Board of
Governors, which came into being in January 1986. Four
parents are governors, Mrs. Elliott (mother of Louise), Mrs.
McCullagh (mother of Philip and Edwin), Mr. Bell ifather of



“olin} and Mr. McClean (fsther of Denad). For many’ ears
before 1973 there had also been a Parenis AssoCiabion
whose secretary was M, E D Perguson, but in that year it
wars replaced by (e Parert Teachers” Association. Since it
was 561 up, the P.T.A has been instrumental in cfganesing a
bt ol hund-raising evenls, nof eas! ol all that marvelious Tair

n 1575 which brought in £2.000, Furds from P.T.A. evenis
are donaed 1o e school, and in today’s economic climate
they are miost grabefully receed

One member of staff rarely 1o miss & P.TA funclion was

Mrs. Morigomeny, who succesded Miss M Dol o Semior
Mistress. Florence Monbgomeny was one of those aho were
invephend in the preparations for the opening of Balyelane
Secondany, and her contribution fo the wchool, (o her cram
Home Economics Depariment and numerous school
functons cver baeniy o years untl her retirement in 1583
wis immense Her interesis and aomniies wene warked She
could be found, for example, ceganisang & P TA. whisi ame,
making curtains for clssrooms o costumes lor plays,
cabenmg lor an Ul Tyme dance, baling mnce e i
sincial s1aff meetings or amanging a staff dinrer. Few #wents
tock place in school withoul Mrs. Monigomery being
e i RO Wy Many pupels arkd members of staf]
Fve cause o remember her with alfection, Tor she had the
ability toget on with everyone. She had annimitabbe brand of
humour, and many of her actions and comments caused
e a lugh, When she neffed, the many gifts she fecened
were 8 fellecion of the redpect in which she was hekd

Loty B &n irstibution and s ldeals s a valuable gualbty

In the case of Ballyclare Secondary School it was desplayed
by manyy of its carty stalt e Mys, Mondqoemeny, Mr, Mapne
ared Mess Mo Doreell, Chbver founder membsens. who saimyed al
EBadyrlane lor long penods were M, Ward, who beccrmse Vioe
Frincipal belone be befl, Mss Lusk, Mr. Astbuny, My, Gilmers

Mr, Flal on lhe wal of the schood for e

befiawwn Tl pgl [ O ¥ Wy

Mr. Middieton, Mrs. E D, Ferguson, M. Sipan nd i
MoClelland. Then there were the likes of My Platt ard :
Ferguson, who joned the sialf & few YOArS lafey o -
pirndined o make major contributions. OF the ey "'-;
mane than thiy have chalked up len of mone :.h_-u:-b._-_;,\ui
They are Mr. Melnight (25 yeas), M. Crarble {25 g

Lyons (24), Miss Smith, Mrs. Love and Mre. Bradie (ug ;:‘

Mies Mosguadry

ecTeard fove oy frer rediremaend e SR

Lalh Feesed Bewy M Al
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Mr. Adrain, Head of Metalwork, twenty-one years at
Ballyclare Secondary,

Mr. Adrain (21), Mr. Robinson (20), Miss McWilliam ( 19), Mrs.
Martin and Mr Cross (both 18), Mr. Todd, Mrs, Curre and Mr.
Gingles (17), Mr. Holmes (18), Mrs. Dennis, Mrs. Davison,
Mrs. M. Campbell and Mr. Waldron (all 15), Miss Roberts (14),
Mrs. Doherty, Mr. Boyd and Miss Hutchinson and Mrs, Best
(all 13), Mr. Atcheson and Mr. Blair (12), Mrs. W. Campbell,
Mrs. Alexander and Mr. Stewart (11), and Mr. Graham and Mr.
Siberry (10). We have not forgotten Mr. Metcalfe, who joined
the staff in 1963, after he had completed his teaching
practice at Ballyclare Secondary, when his motorbike proved
something of an attraction. As Head of Science, and then
Vice-Principal, he has carrried out his duties in a quiet and
efficient manner. A keen gardener, he also has an interest in
Youth Hostelling. Along with some colleagues, he set up a
Ramblers’ Club in the early days of the schoal, it's main rule
being that no one was allowed to stop before he or she gotto
the very top of the mountain! A gentleman in every sense of
that word, he continues to serve the school community as
actively as ever.

Long service is not just the prerogative of the teaching
staff, For example, Miss Hamilton and Mrs. Buckley, despile
frequent interruptions, succeed in getting through a
mountain of work at the hub of the organisation in the school
office. Ancillary staff Mernvwyn Higginson (Science), Henrietta
Cameron (Home Economics) and Sammy McCalmont
(CD.T.) have been very much part of their respective teams
over the years, Successive caretakers Alfie McClean, George
Davison, Jackie Wright and Francey McConnell, together
with the cleaning staff of Mrs. Lowry, Mrs. Turkingson, Mrs.
McClung, Mrs. Tweedie, Mrs. Johnston, Mrs. Lelson, Mrs,
Burnim, Mrs. Gault and Mrs. Wright have kept the inside of
the school building neat and tidy, while the playing fields have
been lovingly tended by Archie McKinstiry and Kevin
McCudden. Hungry teachers have long had cause to be
grateful to Mrs. McCune, who serves tea and coffee in the
staffroom. For many years the school patrolman was the late
Jimmy Todd, while the canteen has been smoothly run by
Mrs. McConnell and her staff.

What has been written about the school in this section of
the Silver Jubilee magazine is but the tip of the iceberg. The
hundreds of children who have passed through its doors
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Sammy MeCalmont

have all, in their individual ways, contributed to its story, some
in less spectacular fashion than others. For example, in 1971
Louise Jenkins and Michael Pyper of 3B1 saw “flying
objects” in the sky. They checked with Armagh Observatory,
who told them to lay off the bottle. In 1972 Gladys Higgins
literally dreamt up the name “Victoria Road” and won £2
from the local council. Twentyfive years on from its
beginning, the school has witnessed changes, great and
small. Those who taught here in 1961 could never have
predicted how different subject content and teaching
methods would have become by 1986,

In Septermber 1985 Mr. McCrea succeeded Mr. Stirling as
Principal. He had entered the teaching profession in 1972,
and taught at Dunmurry High School and Laurelhill High
School, where he was Head of the Mathematics Department.
He spent two years working for the QU.B. Support Service,
and became Vice-Principal of Ballyclare Secondary in March
1981 in succession to Mr. Mayne. Together with Mr. Metcalfe,
Mr. McComb (who was appointed Vice-Principal in
September 1985) and Mrs. McCormick (Senior Mistress
since Septermnber 1983), he now leads his staffinto a new era.
Whatever else may change in the next twenty-five years, Mr.
McCrea is determined that the philosophy of Ballyclare
Secondary School will remain as it always was: That every
child, regardless of intellectual ability or social background,
should have a rewarding educational experience; that every
child should achieve personal excellence; that all children are
of equal worth, and should be valued as unique individuals.

Former groundsman, Archic McRinstiy.,  with Alex
Murray.




SECTION &

fn pudting this magasine together, the colitonial team
talked bo a greal many peope aboul Ballyclare Secondary
School's pasl. Very often, it seemed, what stood ol in
sameone’s mind was not one af the major cvents in the
school’s history, but some incident of very minor
importance, something ticial, but nonetheless important
o L person conceimed

Since “trivda” is cwrently in vogue, this section of the
magazine is devoled o precisely thal - Memones, some
amusing. some nol. and other bits and pieces, but all
cannected in some way with twenlyfive years of the
school 5 life

Teopial Pucswils

¥




“In 1975 Mrs. Best's 3H Science class was el I'hf}
garden checking soil lemperatures “'!"'t'h.”'Tmm”wmr?l f
was working on the tennis courts al the time, whenoneo

show) me
s gl Debarah Dunn, ran ouer lo me o S .
Ut aund buried in the

something interesting she had [
garden. 'lf?‘lfr'-l n'asi;r_ﬁ' her what it Wwas, shﬂ_pm a J_mnd
grenade info my hand. I neariy leapl a mile in the ..:r.rr_ for
the pin was half out! After | had regained mey COMPasLUre =
or mast of it - [ took the grenade into the middle of the all-
weather hockey pitch, told Mrs. Best's class [0 get as far
away as possible, and senl someone to get Mr. Stifing and
Mr. Boud, both of whom, freckoned, should know what to
do about it. When they amived, they told me to stay
guarding the grenade, while they went off to phone foran
‘Ammunition Technical Officer and his team, who had to
iravel all the way from Lisbum. When they arrived, they
cleared the school, and evacuated houses in the nearby
estate. After quite a while, the AT.O, abuiously someone
with a scientific mind, decided the best way of dealing
with the grenade was to hit it with a hammer! Then he
declared it a dud! ! did not get the heroie reception which |
had expected from the pupils or stalf or residents from the
estate,

{Menam Higginson. Current Laboratory Technician)

“As Head Boy one of my duties was (o propose a vole af
thanks to the guest of honour at the cenificales
presentation in 1981, | completely forged what fwas going
to say. | just stood there on the stage like an idiot for a few
seconds (it seemed like hours), stammered and stumbled
over a few words, and got off as quickly as possible. It was
the most embarrassing moment of my life.”

(Alex. Agnew. Pupil 1976-1982)

“When lHaught in the
a number of field E”P.:.:E;::Hfjﬂflgﬂem
malemily leave, and by ”mﬁ'ﬁﬁ Mrs Iy
hecorme .F--"r|'r:|-!'|i_|'.'-'-:'.l|l af C{?r{_',l::]f”v ;mE 'r"'il."_
fell to me to lead the expediy,, 0 _
of Miss Neill. Because the 1, L
consisting of both boys S ANy
essential that we be ace ompan irls, a,
staff, bul no one was availahje rc:fll:r Ma Ma
full four days. Therefore, it . COMe a
different male member aF -srr'l'f.'rct'd thay
Bushmills, stay the night .anf;;'rlr Wajy
following moming, All wen; ey re
the catering manager at he
puzzled, and commented tha Ma‘ll P
work our colleagues too harg .1.-1? Meill 5
couldnt stick the pace.” ' -'-’1.:rth.3,n

{Helen 'I"l":c"-'"'ll'ltIL Staf i Ty
ﬁ-lm
1

- Slily,
15 :""i“s
1 : ! "-I:-ET!

ads
ut:'l"‘l'&]l - |

My oulstanding meman

eternal G,Ed'r'r:rrr'.isrn?w,lm” f EE‘T}ZETM.WE is
was the usual shortage of é-fa.mgd"“‘”-‘-" in
classrooms” were late ariving, M ;:'”15'- The
t:l'm_‘k:mfk wntil the first Frida U o 131 el
be in one of these rooms, Mr. &l’dfqﬂn r“’ﬂés.:h{.d , hig
st J'Jf.‘ somewhere free, and i .:Eg?mmﬂ .-,-IP._'?-H:IE:
u:geks. So I was banished to the Dj-ﬂj'JﬂnIy m?"’!
evicted al the end of Pf‘fﬁﬂdi.ﬁ:rrhr_« fadjg Halj, Lanyi r'l;n'-
and then it was over to the school Em'f""'!“-?r-'.hg o
provided a French education fo :ﬁm:e huay]
milkman and any other passer fie
5.!n:_-:cfr|:-'d into six months and
ammived, even though they had no heal, it g

' g

‘ S Sheer i
{Maureen Moore, née Neji, Staff ]'-_‘!?3.1&;:
I

Alex Agnew fcentre) with Mr Shirling
Assembly Hall an the oceasion

My 5 . = ' "
 Ward, Jacqueline McAfee (Head Girl) and Mrs. Montgomery on stage in th

o | fard's e :
of Mr. Ward's departure to Coleraine Boys Secondary %
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“Afer fifteen years my memores are somelwhat less
than wivid, bt a missirg foodh and a bald scar on my
wpper forehead sens as a constand reminder of an
incident which happened one spring day n 1971, when
that mosi fanattcal of Walves supporters, Mr Jack
aiddleton. took a group of Rural Biology students dolon
ta the Six Mile Water on an ecology outing. Unfortunately,
M. Middleton had o retum to school for something and,
of course, some of the lads, losing interest in the scientific
nature of the Six Mile, began to throw stones across the
river. One split head and one broken tooth later, and [ uwas
being collected from the dentist by Mr. Lyons. Mr. Lijons
was conpinced that | had been fighting and did not
peficve that | have fallen on the river bank | can now
reveal to him thal he was right! | did not fall on the bank,
bt | was not fighting either! | was fusl covering up for a
pery scared classmate And who threw the stone 2 Us been
a secrel for fifteen years, but if a certain Martin Beatlie is
reading this magazine - revenge is sweel however
beiated!”

(Willie Hutchinson, Pupll 1966-1971)

" remember very cleary my first day at Ballyclare
Secondany. | started in Seplember ['968, entering Sth Form
after spending some years af an allgifs school in
Ballymena. To my surprise, | found | wasn T the only new
pupil in the class. Annabel Taylor from Templepatrick was
also just new [o the school thal day. Thinking of Annabel
reminds mee af the occasion she passed herdrivinng besl,. AS
a presenl her parents gave her a Flat 126, which was
actually little bigger than a bubble car, Often on a Monday
lunchtime several of us would pile into the car, and
Artnabel would scocl up o MeClelland's Market Yard in
arder to catch a glimpse of a young man she was Keen on.
a wealthy farmer named Tom. Annabel would swoon
when she saw him, but [don t think he ever noticed her, so
busy was he eyeing up the stock of the fourtegged variely.
We used fo wiite our own lyrics abowt Anrnabel and Tom
and sing them to pop tunes of the day. Mardene Waddell,
Barbara McFarlane and [ would sing them as Annabel
blushed”.

{Linda Quail. Pupil 1968-70)

Ben
Margaret. Mayne, Mardene Waddell and Barbara
McFarlane fn 1963

W
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I remember all the foobball trips | made lo Liverpool,
bath as a pupll and a forrmer pupidl. Cine year Allan Burnim
bought a really cheap walch in 56 John's Markel He was
veny proud of I showing i off at every available
opporunity, and telling us all the “exact time” every
coupe of minwes. We gol sick of hearing abouf this great
bargain, By the next dagy, the watch appeared [o e going
slow, and soon i stopped allogether, All the lads then
proceeded (o torment "Burney™ by asking him the lime.
writil he got so fed up, he threw the “bargain” away”.

{Clarke Jenkins, Pupil 1973-1978)

Aflan Burmim on the Livevpoal footfall iowe in 1980
wshen he bought the watch. fnsel: Clarke Jenkins.

I erjoyed mast things at school, but | never really

became involved in the any’ side of school life - choirs,
plays, public speaking and that sor of thing - at least, undil
dth Year. | don t remember how [ came to get involved, but
one minufe I was lalking o a couple of teachers and the
next | was being measured for & costume in a school plagy.
I dorn® think I gol the par on antistic menl I think it had
move to do with the fact that | was 5o tall. The costume
turned ol to be green, and soon Thad the nickname Jolly
Green Giant, I'm sure the Clant in Jack and the
Beanstalk” wasn 1 supposed (o be jolly. | enjoyed taking
part, amd would cetainly do i all again i [ had the
chance,

“Another oulslanding everil in my school career wasn 't
guite 5o folly. We were camying owl an experiment in
scterce | don t kmowr how Ehappened, bul somehow e
miust have mived the wrong chemicals, and we didrt
quite gef the chemical reaction we were expecting. The
tab. filled with acid, choking smoke and veny quickly
emptied, as everyone made a dive for the door, feachers
irecluded. When the smoke cleared, we got back o work,
Laxbly reo fdrm dove”

(Richard Coyle. Pupil 1980-1985)
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They Don’t Write Them Like This
Any More

5wk e ¥ ok R kX

Are you a music lover? You are? Then read no

> school
ther! On the day Ballyclare Secondary Sc
L{;mm - Gth September 1961 - the Top Ten best:

selling single records were:

1. “Johnny Remember Me" — John Leyton

2. *¥ou Don't Know” — Helen Shapiro

3. “Reach For The Stars/Climb Every Mountain”
— Shirley Bassey

. “Romeo” — Petula Clarke

. “Well | Ask You" — Eden Kane

“Halfway to Paradise™ — Billy Fury

oo B

Billy Furny

7. “A Gid Like You™ — CIiff Richard and the
Shadows

8. “Ain't Gonna Wash For A Week™ — Brook
Brothers

9. "Cupid” — Sam Cooke
10. "Time" — Crmaig Douglas

“One of the great triers in all spors was James Kelly. He
was particulary keen on Cross-Couniry Furtnindg, bt Leas
willing to have a go at other sports as well. One day - it
would have been around the middie of the seventies - one
of the school basketball teams was playing an imposant
game against Glengormley High School. For reasons best
knowm to himself, James was weanng his jesey back (o
frant. This may have confused him, for he began the game
by scoring the first paints into his own basket! However,

we went on to win. Cleary our tactics had confused the
opposition,”

{Mr. Lyons, Current Staff)

“My days at Ballyclare Seconda ,
memaories. | remember the El.'[“f]'eml_-n?ﬂf ;.‘.'r””
first pupils of the new school, i seemeq f:;l.t,la 9
Doagh Primary. However, we soon Mmed':":?truﬁ%
“getting lost” became a thing of the past. in m Irlfiu.-L- ang
final year | became Head Girl Unfortunatel E'Juurl'hqﬂq
contact with most of my friends at sch a.‘uﬁr hage log
been back a couple of times since | [of;. Ough Iy

a
occasions | was asked o give some of ”'f_r.i'n one of o,

o

:  SEnlor r
falk about nursing. | remember being e € senior Birly
think they found it ineresting,” 79 Lery neroys bu,“r

(Joan Kerr, née Todd Pupil 19g
% llgﬁﬁ
)

T have fond memories of a particy;
irip. it consisled of three day.fjﬁr:;:-:;iﬁmmﬂfm
I.ri..rdgrng along river beds. Climbing I:urfqet:;mm ol
f!iﬂhff!"l'ﬂﬂ‘.". but COMiNg down was {'1-:I.'-iy. We ‘T-l'l'dq? |
the clip-boards thoughtfully supplied by m'f, Ge Own gy,
Department! Miss Harvey, now My, Dr:u}m.-rr h a:? 4ph

I L
expernence with a fence - a case : S Ak
than she thought " of picking a poiny .ﬁ.-ﬁ.ﬂf!"w

(Stephen Wright. Pupil 1969197,

My final year at Ballyclare Secondany
one for many reasons Apart from the comie ea
enjoyed by my 6th Form schoolmates, | am grateful 1y,
given the opportunity to study for A Levels, ¢ frr,lhr!uha:?s
because of the poor employment Prospects nowads
many young people think that qualifications
waovthless, but education is an edsy weight to car g
make the most of it while you have the chance ™ L

(Sonia Johnston. Pupil lﬁ?ﬁlﬁﬂa]

5a .'nm-;rmrﬂlbrt

“The only time | was ever caned was during Mes
Sloan's science class. All the girs had been chattering, sy
as a punishment we were all lined up alongside each
other, hands exposed, and an old cutain rail was the
offensive weapon. Julia Hill and I thought we were sman
holding our hands beneath the level of the rest - naturaliy
we found this veny funny’ But naturally Mrs. Sloan dig
not. and we received a few lashes to our hindguaners
because we failed to leam from our previous mistaker

(Isobel Kidd, née Hollinger. Pupil 1972-1978)

“A certain Paul McCammond, who at thal tirme was one
of the better rugby players in the school, amrived at the PE
room before a vital rugby match complaining of a sore leg.
With great healing powers Mr. Blair and [ treated him with
massage and “the magic spray”. Mot only was Paul fil to
play in the game - he also scored a ty! Little did he know
it was no magic spray we'd used, but the air freshengr
from our room!™

My worst moment at Ballyclare Secondany School
was the day I came out of the staffroom to see Mrs, Hull
reversing into my cleaming. almost new, Ford Fiestal §
nearly broke my heart!

(Billy McAlister. Staff 1979.85)

"My school days were not particulady eventful, but on
orte particutar oocasion miy feant stood stilll Fwas playing
snooker in the Senior Pupils’ Common Room. The cue ball
fell on the floor, and | lifted it and threw it back. Well, [
rmeant ol Angloay, it missed and hil the window. But my
luck held and the window didnt break.”

(David McAree. Pupil 1978-1984)




“j was always very keen on sport at school, and played
il and soccer for the school leams It was
customary. on the day of a match, (o attend a team
meeling at break 50 the the players could get signed out
on the attendance sheet. One day the teacher who looked
after us signed us out on the sheets for 230 p.m. Alter the
meeting was over, by careful use of a rubber and pen, my
mates and | managed lo change the time we were
supposed to get out of class to 1.30 p.m, So when this time
arrived, out of class we gol. bul no one seemed o know
houw to spend the extra hour's freedom we had so skilfully
aranged for ourselves, Fanic sel in, There was nothing for
it but to hide in the boystoilets. What a greal way to spend
time - five of us crammed into one cubicle, frightened to
k- in case our small deception was discovered! Al 230
pum. e came oul gratefully. i was an experience never o
be repeated. Even the most boring lesson would have
been better than this.”

(John Robinson. Pupil 1973-1979)

“ was fortunate enough to own a motorcycle, which |
mde to school, and one afternoon, after a cross-country
training session with Mr. Flatt, he requested a lift down the
ereet | was amazed by his confidence! The fourney began
in front of school and, | was told, atiracted some strange
looks as a blue Mazered molorcyclist, with a member of
<taff on pillion, sped off up the drive. This was the least of
my wormies, as [ discovered on tuming the first comer. M.
Pratt had never ridden pillion before and was quile
nervous - perhaps rigid s a belter word! Fortunately we
managed to keep uprigh, just about, with no thanks to Mr.
Flatt. who upon dismounting said he would never repeat
the experience again!™

{Kenny McBride. Pupil 1967-1972)

“I shall never forget the time Diane Caldwell (nee
Coleman) and | were on hockey tour with the girls in
Edinburgh. It was in the years before Marks & Spencer’s
had a branch in Belfast, and we had a shopping spree in
MES in Edinbungh. (Unfortunately, Mrs. Caldwell’s
sweater wasnt the right size and we had to take it back a
couple of days later. To get the sweater exchanged Diane
had o fill in a slip with her name and address on it As we
came out of the front door of the shop we were stopped by
o men - no less than plain clothes detectives! After they
had questioned us for a long time, they seemed satisfied
all was in order. But with our accents and Morthemn
Ireland address, we had been suspected of being
termorists! The detectives explained we had been very
lucky. Mormally they amested suspects first - and ask
questions later!”

{Jennifer Dickey, née Brown. Staff 1971-1980)

“During a History lesson (my favourite subject, by the
way), Iwas unable to answer a question. As a punishment
Mr. Todd told me to play the rest of the class a tune on my
Rute, which I still had with me after a music lesson earier
in the day. [ was ratherembarrassed, and my playing was
nat all it might have been. John Beggs thought my
discomforture so funny he began lo laugh, so Mr. Todd
suggested John might like to dance to my tune. Even
more embamassed than [ was, he did so. Everyone fell
about. He never criticised my playing again, atleastnotin
History class!™

{Temy Bell. Pupil 1977-1982)
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The Price
Was
Right!

¥ you were one of those pupils who started at
Ballyclare Secondary School in 1961, a school blouse
would have cost you nine shillings and sixpence (46p).
a yard of material to make your school skirt was 8/6
{41p), while a school dinner could be had for 8d. (3)p).
After a hard day at school, you might have relaxed in
the evening in front of your black and white television
from “Rentaset”, costing 5/6 (27'4p) per week fora 14
inch model or 10/- (50p) for a 17 inch set. Onthe other
hand, you might have fancied a night out, in which case
you could have had a ride on the “Chairs™ at the May
Fair for 6d (2'4p), twisted the night alway ata dance in
the Abbey Hall for 2/6 (12Yp) or taken in a film at the
local cinema (There was one in Ballyclare twenty-five
years ago) for 6d (214p) in the frent stalls, 1/6 (74p) in
the back stalls or 2/6 (12'4p) in the balcony, from
where you most likely would have poured your carton
of inedible, runny icecream (3d. 6d or 9d) onto the

people below,

Music lovers in 1961 could buy a single for the
outrageous price of 6/4 (30p), and smokers (It didn't
damage your health in those days, of course!) could
happily choke on a packet of ten “Woodbine” for 1,/3'5
(Bp), ten Gallaher's " Blues” for 1,/11(95p) oran ounce
of “Condor Sliced” for 4/9 (24p). Rich folks who were
thinking of changing their cars could have purchased a
1961 Fard Popular for £485, a 1960 Vauxhall Victor for
£545 or a 1960 Momris Minor for k525,

If you didn’t have a car, you could have bought a
return bus ticket from Ballyclare to Belfast for 2/6
(12'4p). While up among the city slickers, you could
have taken in lunch at the Robinson and Cleaver's
Restaurant for 5/- (25p), before visiting Windsor Park to
watch Linfield play Ards in the Ulster Cup. This would
have set you back 2/- (10p), 2/6 (12'4p) or, if you
preferred to hooliganise sitting down, 4/- (20p) for the
grandstand. The admission price at the boys’ gate was
1/- (5p). There was no girls’ gate, since there were no
girls in those days. Back on the farm in Ballyclare, you
would be selling lambs for £22/10/ - each or your 9 cwt.
bullock for £64/5/9.

6

i you were a teacher in Ballyclare Secondary School
in 1961, you couldn't have afforded to do any of these
things. since teachers’ pay hadn’t been invented yet.




What The
Papers Said

The opening of the new school in Ballyclare on
Wednesday, 6th Septernber 1961 was reported in that
evening's edition of “The Belfast Telegraph”. The
article stated: "Ballyclare's new intermediate school
opened unofficially today. An official opening is
expected to take place in May (Rt didnt!), when all
building work has been completed. The £150,000
building has 28 classrooms. (It hadnt!]) There are 18
teachers. {There weren't) There is a possibility that the
Ulster Transport Authority will augment the normal
service to carry many of the children from outside
districts to the new school. Said the Headmaster this
morming, ‘Evenything went off extremnely smoothly. ™

Were you to have read any of the other pages in that
edition of the “Tele”, you would have seen that the
weather forecast was for “Bright periods and scattered
showers, with winds moderate and temperatures rather
cool.” Mothing changes, does it? It was also reported
that James Young was pulling in the crowds at the
Group Theatre, while Agatha Christie's “Witness For
The Prosecution” at the Arns Theatre eamed a rave
review, If you scanned the T.V. page, you might have
been termpted to stayin that evening and watch — Yorky™
at 7.55 p.m.. “Sportsview” at 825 pm. and " Laramie”
at 9.00 pm. on B.B.C., or "Coronation Street” (730
p.m.), followed by “The Sophie Tucker Half Hour” on
L.T.V. CGinemna adverts included Rock Hudson and Rirk
Douglas in - The Last Sunset” at the Gaumont (now the
site of Brtish Home Stores) and Bran Rix and Dora
Bryan in “The Might We Got The Bird™ at the Regent
{now the New Vic). If you fancied a bit of culture, you
could have popped along to the CEMA. Gallery in
Chichester Street to view the Rembrandt Exhibition, on
loan from the Victona and Albert Museum in London,
representing “many aspects of Rembrandt’s
enormous output”. So many Ballyclare folk went to see
it that the town was empty that night.

International events reported by the “Telegraph” on
6th September 1961 differed little in substance from
those happening twenty-five years on. "The leaders of
twentyfive nonaligned countries met in Belgrade
today, stated one piece, “to call on President Kennedy
and Mr. Kruschev to make the most direct approaches
to establish peace.” The characters may have changed,
but it's still the same set. Elsewhere in the world, Dr.
Cheddi Jagan was swom in as the first Premier of
British Guiana, while Pakistan and Afghanistan broke
off diplomatic relations.

Back home, the “Telegraph” reported that a junior
minister was sent o tour the border areas, where
violence had flared up, and then draw up a report for
Westminster. Another one hundred men were paid off
in the Belfast Shipyard, while the most recent road
accident figures showed a sharp increase. Finally,
Grace Emanuel and Patricia Mencavelli {later to gain
international fame as Ron Atkinson and “Chopper”
Harris) announced the commencement, on 18th
Septemnber at 600 pm., of their special autumn
madelling classes, spotlighting their " Deportment and
Charrn Course for the Marmed Woman™,

“No-one ever really appreciates school life until the

no ::?;era part ﬂf:ﬁiﬂnﬂd school, and if  was .;;rlrﬂeg ::;E
chance. | would do the five years all over again, My
memories are of the “Topof the Form " quiz, a trip to Dupyjp,
to receive a prize for writing an essay on "Cross-Bopge,
Communication™, those really super Accounyg
homeworks for Mr. Waldron, and the day Mrs. Cym,
called me out of Accounts class to tell me | had been
chosen as Head Girl. | was very lucky in that lwas the |y
Head Girl to work under Mr. Stirling, a lovely man and 5
great Headmaster.”

(Tracy Ireland. Pupil 1979.85)

“I started life in Ballyclare in a 1K class, and then mopeg
o 25 at the beginning of my second year, sa l got to knoyy
fwo lots of pupils. My favourite {and best!) subjects wepp
Art and English. The thing that made the most impressian
on me was the teachers. Some teachers were simply
teachers who laught courses, but the majority of the
teachers in Ballyclare were maore than just teachers - they
were people! They came across o a class as real people
with personalities, and we as pupils could identify with
themn. [ think [ learned movre from these teachers, because |
could talk to them, and not just aboul the subjects they
taught. | certainly owe a lot to several of them. Best wishes
from Australia!

(Gavin McDowell. Pupil 1979-1985)

I always remember my early days at Ballyclare
Secondary, especially my Domestic Science class with
Mrs. Monlgomery. On my first day with Mrs. Montgomery |
was sertl to brush the store floor. After carefully completing
my task, / lifted the rubbish and found a nice bin with
what I thought said Floor’ on the lid. Only after disposing
of the rubbish did | discover it said ‘Flour. Hastily |
removed the rubbish without telling anyone until many
years [ater.”

(Doreen McGookin, née Hill, Pupil 1961-1966)

£
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“ loved my time at Ballyclare Secondary School - in
fact. | wish | was still there. Our class was qreal, and the
girls got on really well. Some of us still keep in touch,
although a few of us now live in England. One of the
things e always talk about uhen we get together is the
nd Miss Roberts took all the girls in ourclass ({think
here were sixteen of us) to the schools culcentre at
parkrmore. We slepl in the bunk beds in the mobile part of
the centre. We never had a minute all weekend, as there
was so much to do - cooking. ealing, going for walks in
Glenariff Glen, different games and activities - even
cleaning out the minibus. The weather was lovely, so we
even did some sunbathing. It was brilliant, although |
think poor Miss Roberts got very little sleep! My memories
of Ballyclare are good ones. [ would go back to our school
again lomomoLw.

(Maureen McConnell, Pupil 1972-1977)

“when the school began, the late Rev. Couller of
Ballyeaston taught Religious Education on a parttime
basis. He was a greal supporter of Ballyclare Comrades,
and on one occasion during a malch he became so
excited that he had lo light a cigarette. & was only during a
hreak in play some minutes later that he discovered the
reason why he wasnTinhaling the nerve-soothing smoke.
He had been trying to light the weed'’s wrong end.”

{(Miss Hamilton. Current Office Staff)

“In 2nd Year | was not picked to be a Monitor, but loften
wondered what it would be like to be one. 5o one day |
‘bormowed” a Monitor badge and went on duty. I thought |
was doing rather well, until the teacher in charge came
round to check whether everything was all right. | wasn't
on her list, and she wasn't amused. | was reprimanded
and my badge removed. I'm sure now thal she has long
since forgotten about the incident but for years
afterwards. | always avoided herin school .. justin case!”

{Jennifer Moore. Pupil 1978-1983)

“I enjoyed Maths best at school, and even if | do say so
myself, | was pretty good at it | got on really well with my
Maths teacher, which is probably why | have this on my
conscience. I'm sure | did it to show off and prove lwasn |
teacher’s pet’. Looking back, it all seemns really silly. but al
the time . . . well! Each day the Maths leacher had a set of
algebra problems on the board ready for my class to gel
stuck into as soon as we arrived. [went in first and made a
very minor alteration to the first problem. So minor the
teacher never noticed, but serious enough lo prevent the
problem working out. | did this for several weeks without
being caught. Mo one ever gol past the first problem.”

(Raymond Hill. Pupil 1971-1976) '

The arfisl James Wilson, allended Baliyclare Secondany boluwecn 1978 and 1983,
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SO YOU THINK YOU REMEMBER THE SIXTIES?

If you attended Ballyclare Secondany in its early years, you will hﬂmm{‘-! P"";‘ngf !gf‘!;fm" best yeary o
your life in the “Swinging Sixties”. How much can you remember of that time. the i: A arold Wilson, th,
mini-skirt, flower power and the Mersey sound? Here are some questions (o test Jour s edge of yesten s,
and we're offering £25 (one for every year of the school’s life) to the person who gets the mas! comect ang jp,
Just write them down on a piece of paper. (Mo official entry form is printed here, as you prodably don't yany,
cul up the souvenir magazine), and post it to: The Editor, Silver Jubilee Magazine, Ballyclare Secong,

' 7. The correct a
School, Doagh Road, Ballyclare. The closing date for entries is Sth January 198 Tect ansLers i hy,
questions, and the name of the winner, will be printed in the first edition of “Mewsbeat”™ in the MNeyy Year

Remember, you don have to get all the answers right to win the £25 prize, nor do you have (o be curreny),
attending the school. So let’s hear from you, and good luck!

T —
1. In 1961 Yuri Gagarin achieved a first. What was it? 9. What mpﬁq;.;'ach.‘ar mﬁ{:‘ ?rﬁmw: the
2. The Righteous Brothers had a Number 1 hit in "“d"’f’.":.’“ "“.5“‘“.’!;,“ i "m tAgain”, ang
1965 with “You've Lost That Lovin' Feelin™. m‘ﬂ”;"ﬁﬁfn"; Hym%m“,,gw Show™
Which female singer reached Number 2 in the =t
same year with the same song? 10. In 1967 a Sm.rlh Africamn, LEI-L!IS- Washansiy,
3. On 24th January 1965 one of the great British Pace e SOEH NI, ffomn SChistion Bamaz)
Frime Ministers died. Who was it? : 2 >
4. Geoff Hurst is famous for scoring a hattrick in the 1. gﬂ;;t? ETE-: pames o3 the Fﬂu:"""i"ﬂ
1966 World Cup Final, but who scored England's i i
other goal in their 4-2 victory over West Germany? {a) Gemy and the S
5. There is a connection between the two people (b) Brian Poole and the ________
?ﬂﬂuﬂ below. NMame both, and say what the {c) Wayne Fontanaand the
Anection is.
: (d) Freddie and the .

{e) Billy J. Kramerandthe
12. Who was revealed as *The Third Man™ in 196772

13, In what television programme did the characters
Minnie Caldwell and Martha Longhurst appear?

14. Whao is the man pictured below left, and why was
he in the news in 19652

6. In America in 1968 a former president’s brother
and a civil nights leader were both assassinated,
Who were they?

PP N

7. The first James Bond movie was releasedin 1962, i N
What was it called, and who played Bond? Sec Question 14 See Question 15
8. In what year did the event descnbed in the
newspaper headline below occur? 15. Mame the actor pictured abowve right and the
Dail S tedevision role which made him famous.
CIOM i aTEDNR 16. On Bth February 1964 the front page of the Daily
“LSTEB Miror was headlined, “Yeah! Yeah! (L5AT To
what event was it referming?
G“N HlTT Es 17. Which country was invaded by the (LS.SR. in
The iyl I3k 1 August 19677
e ! --- " 18. In the Sixies he was known as Shane Fenton

What is he called today?
19. Why did Meil Armstrong achieve world-wide fame

1]

in July 196972
20. Which city was divided in two when a wall was built
oo = - British troops arrive
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jn the lale seventies | played for whal was one of the
least successiul school football teams in the history of
mankind. That said, they were possibliy the keenest bunch
of boys who ever pulled an Ballyclane shirts. Among the
oalwarts of the side over the years were Kyle Hanvey,
Martin Hurst, Chariie Campbell, Brian McCalmont, Colin
pennock, George McComb, Vemon Agnew and the
Robinson brothers, im and John. In view of the fact that
we won very few matches in four years, three quile
pnusual events stand ouwl in my rmind.

The fird was the day when, as Under 155, we beal
Parkhall High School 840 in the Mid Antrim Cup. Nothing
like this had happened (o us before, nordid itever happen
again, George McComb scored five goals and Vermon
Agretd! three.

Then, in 4 game plaged at the end of the same season

inst Hopefield, the referee played an extra twenly
minutes at the end of normal time to give Ceorge MoComb
the chance to break the record for most goals scored in a
season by a Ballyclare Secondany School player. He
didnl, and the game ended with both teams exhausted.

The best goal our leam ever scored was against
ﬁ'mgnnm-ry High School when we were Under 135 We
were 64 dowon, and the manager played his trnump card,
bringing on “Supersub”, Paul Johnston. The Glengormiey
goalkeeper miskicked a clearance lo Paul who, standing
35 yards out. hil it first time on the halfvolley, it screamed
Irdo tree et i Loas the only goal Paul ever sconed, but what
a cracker it was!”

(Tommy Robinson. Pupil 1975-1981)

Tommy Robinsan 5 leam. Back rous Charfie Campbeil,
Hrian ."-Fu:{'f.:r,nkcy Kde Hanoey, Tom Todd, Vernon
Agmewr, Brian MeCalmanl fm Huchanan. From ow:
Jim Robinson, George MoCormb, Tommy Robinson,
I"q;ld Jenkins Marfin st Willlam Awckeson,

“I remember in the mid-sisties that one pupdl,. Chris
Momigomeny, unwittingly cawused Mrs. Sloan and myself
much amusement. We remarked, after a staflypupils
foothall match, that Chris had good legs. This comment
outraged some male members of stalll who, in those days
before the women s movement sufaced, cleardy believed
thal it was quile alrighi for them to admire good-looking
qirts, bt quite improper for females (eoen old, mamiod
ladies) to make such observations aboud goung men, We
kepd owr pietes on sweh matfers o ourseloes after that

Throughout my career | have taught lobs of greal people,
but the 2A class of 1963/64 were [op of miyj alltime it
parade. They were the best class [ ever had. Apart from
belng bright. hard-working and fun, they wene very upHo:
dale (Philip Adams had the first Beatle haircut in the
schooll) and very, very discreel They never did tell about
the dayy we hid all the boving Hislony textbooks in the top
cupboard n Room 8 so that | could say they were lost and
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order new ones, MNor did they reveal the dreadful end of
the tadpoles, which had had fo resort to cannibalism,
because [ abandoned them In the classroom over the
Easlter holidays. Why on earth were we keeping
tadpales?™

(Sheela Speers, Staff 1963-1971)

“In 1974 my Geography class wenl on a field trip to
Cushendall. We stayed at the local youth hostel. and in
the evening the girs were detailed o make a meal
Hathryn Reid was rumouned to be an excellent cook, bul
what she served up - tinned peas and inslant spuds -
neither looked nor lasted oo good. | complained loudly to
Miss Harvey, who told me not to wory. She would pul
things right. She went away and relurmed a moment or
i [ater with a bottle of HP. sauce, which she completely
emptied all over my meal. “Try it now, Migel.” she said.
Wl taste so much beller.”

On another occasion, afler everyone was supposed (o
be in bed, John Wanwick and [ took an alam clock and
put it outside the door of the room being used by the
teachers. We had set il o go off af 3 o'clock in the momiing,
bul due to a technalogical cockup, it went off before we
had even made it back to our own dormitory. Seconds
after we had got info our beds, in came Mr. Ward. He
shane a forch inlo pafous faces, apparently o see who
was asleep and who wasnt As it hapened. Jim Gaull,
who really had been asleep. was startled by the torch
beam and woke wp, only o be accused of being the
culpril. Profesting, he was led away, fm ashamed to admit
neither John Warwick nor mysell ever confessed our
guuit. ™

(Migel Beattie. Pupil 1971-1976)

Alfie McClean was the school's [irst caretaker, For
many years he has been well known in Ballyclane
far his verse, and we are pleased o presenl Sarme
lines, specially writlen by him for this publication, on
o Sifver JSubilee,

Twenty five years has come and gone.

The next twenty five years has had its dawn.
Here the pupils get phindstoul (educated],

In Ballyclare Secondary School.

The teaching stalf are dedicated,
To sea that all are edwcated.
This is indeed the daily rule,

In Ballyclare Secondary School.

The first headmaster, Major Stifing MLC.,
Was a man of integrity.

Said he, “For pupils rich or poor,

My office has an open door.”

The senior mistress, Miss McDowell,
Made music out of the plano roll.

And for the school's annual play.

Miss MeDowell worked night and day.

The new headmaster Mr. McCrea.

A brilliant man, what more o say,

His Hme amd talents he ever spends,

To make puplls and staff lasting friends.
The pen is mightier than the sword,
Silence better than an angry wond,

The essence of the golden rule,

Is taught in Ballyclare Secondary School.

Memony's thread is today's fabric,




SECTION 4

Whareier efee [ALIIES Fridbiy e at .[i,_.-fl:;_,-:'ldr:_' .‘:ir.;:_‘-rid.::r:;_lu
Schoal, whebther its going on a trip abroad, playing for &
soowits feam oF getling ineolved in ang of the abher extra
curmicular activities on offer, by far the most of their lime is
spent waorking in a classmooem under the guidance of a
teachier. The subyects which pupils sludy loday differ
‘\.l].'.l‘d'.l.'lrl..'l'.|£|l iFy rrafeere A contend rom o .'r.'r!J-l"l',"-u'!,;.-'.l."\.
ago, and, of couwrse, i that time there haoe also been
many changes in the teaching staff, What changes have
there been since 1961 in what is tawght and who teaches
it A Iy this sechion of e mBgazine e provale e Ansusers
az e ook at life at the chalkface

(
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MATHEMATICS

In 1961 when the school opened. the Mathematics
Departrrent was led by Mr. Tommy Mayne. When he was
appointed Vice-Principal in 1963, he decided to relinguish his
Head of Department rode, which was taken owver by Mr.
Robinson, who has held the position ever since. Of course,
Mr. Mayne continued to teach Maths with great energy and
enthusiasm until his retirement in 1980, kt was with greal
sadness that his colleagues learnt of his death earlier this
year. Another founder member of stafi, Mr. Tommy Gilmer,
whose main subject was Social Studies, also taught
Mathematics for many years. His recent death was alsc much
regretted by his friends on the staff. Other members of staff
wha, in the early years, helped establish what has become
one of the biggest departments in the school were Mr. J
Middleton, now happily enjoying his retirement in England,
Mr. |. McClelland, currently Head of Science at Monkstown
Community School, Mr. W, Gordon, who has become Vice-
Principal of Newtownbreda High School, Mrs. B. Boland, now
Head of Maths in Cullybackey High School, Mrs E- D,
Ferquson, Mrs. B. Sloan, and Mr. Metcalfe and Mr. McKnight,

the lact bwo £till on the school staff, but now fulltirme in other
departments. Mr. Stirling, who as Headmaster always
showed great interest in the Mathematics Department, also
taught the subject to several classes over the years.
Ballyclare Secondary School Mathematics Department is

rightly proud of its record of success in the last twentyfi,
years. [n 1985, for example, it has some record-brealg,
examination results. Twentyfour candidates achieved pagg
grades at O Level, while another forty-one gained Grade Oy,
at CSE Seven pupils also achieved pass grades iﬁ
Mathematics. These results were better than those

Additicnal -
in any other secondary school in the MNonh-Easter,

Education and Library Board area.

Whilst examination suCcesses have been noteworthy, My
Robinson is keen to stress that the Maths Department seps
1eelf as a caring department, and special programimes have
always been devised for those children who are bess able, Ten
years ago the school jn:uiu{'\d in & |*.-rnjr-rt arganised by the
Sehools Support Senvice, where Ballyclare Secondary
teachers met with Mathermatics teachers from six ather
secondary schools in Marthermn Ireland on a reqular basis g
look at what was being taught, and how teachers were
teaching it. The result, over the years, has been a renewed
enthusiasm and devotion to the mathematical education of
the pupils, and this seems to have been noted by them, Ina
recent surey conducted in school, Maths came second in
popularity, beaten only by P.E., a far ery from the comments
of “1 hate Maths” or "l can't do Maths™ which might have been
heard a generation ago. There is No doubt that duning the
twentyfive years of the schools life, there have been

Mr. Robinson and the 4th Form Mathematics group which went on an educational visit to the Prudential Assurance
Company in 1967, i
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enormous changes in the teaching of Mathernatics, We have
come  long wayfrom the rote leaming of Euclid and Euler to
the use of sophisticated calculators and computers, Toda
as the Mineties fast approaches, the emphasis has !“-.\I."itchq_l!:l;i
to investigational work by pupils for the new GC.S.E. which
requires individual teaching/learning strategies.

The success of individual pupils in Mathematice would
take more space to record than is available here. However, it
is pleasing to note that among former Mathematics |:|'l.t|:l:l|5
there are many graduates. For example, Anabelle Taylor
(now Mrs. Anabelle Scott) obtained an M.Sc. from Glueen's
University, and is at present completing a PhD. in
Curriculum Studies. Mr. Robinson says that he and his
colleagues constantly meet former pupils who have excelled
themselves in a variety of different fields. ranging from
architecture to farming. There are estate agents, secretaries
air hostesses, nurses and bank officials, all of whom haw:l
learnt their basic mathematics on the top floor of Ballyclare
Secondary School. “We are proud of each and every one of
them,” says Mr. Robinson. "We trust we have given them a
love for what is, after all, one of the most useful and, in many
ways, most interesting subjects in the curriculum.”

The Maths DEPEFUT"IEI"I": has been VETY ||_,||;'|-{}- over twenty-
five years to have had teachers of such quality. Todayithasa
dedicated teaching staff of eleven which, besides Mr.
Robinson, includes Mr. McCrea, Mr. McComb (the new Vice-
Principal), Mr. Stewart (Senior Counsellor), Miss McWilliam,
Mrs. M. Campbell, Mrs. Treon, Mrs. Allen, Mrs. Dunlop, Mr,
Boyd and Mr. Younger. Mrs. Best, Mrs. Dennis, Mrs. Kane and
Mrs. Scott have also given their services to the Department
from time to time. With regular planning meetings, and
attendance at numerous in-service training courses, the
present Mathematics staff maintain their high standards.

This article has so far referred to current teaching staff and
those who were members of the Department in the early
days. Tribute should also be paid to those who served the
school mainly in the middle years. Mr. J. Hill is now Head of
Mathematics of a secondary school in Tasmania; Mr. W,
Brown has become an Advisor with the South-Eastern
Education and Library Board; Mr. W. Mormrison is currently
Head of Computer Studies in Dunclug High School; Mrs. J.

Mrs. M. Campbell

Chesney teaches Maths in Ballyclare High School; Mr. B.
Hoey is enjoying a happy retirement: Mr. W. Hazlett has
become branch manager in a building society: Mr. R. Millar
nhas, for some years, been Coaching Development Officer
with the Irish Football Association; Mr. W. McAlister is now
teaching in Cavehill Primary School; Mr. J, Suthers teaches in
Ballymena; Mrs. J. Lowry left us only last June, and Mrs. G.
Young still manages some parttime teaching in between
raising three lively children

The importance of Mathematics in modem society is
absolutely vital, In Ballyclare Secondary School it is
compulsory for all pupils and is taught to all levels. Over
twentyfive years, some would suggest, no subject has
changed more, and for the better. Today all pupils are given
every opportunity to attain full mathematical potential. Here's
to the next twenty-five!

REMEDIAL

~ When Ballyclare Secondary School opened its doors in
September 1961, the “slow learners” were placed in a class
al  There was no remedial specialist in charge atthe
were taught by Mrs. Jean Carson, Miss Joan
Vina Ferguson and Mr. Tommy Gilmer.
 ago the special class was housed in the
uilding. Later, as the school expanded, the
need of special help were based in a
n beside the tennis courts.
rrison joined the staff in 1966. She had a
e children in the special classes, and the
of her. They greatly missed her when she
he was followed by Mrs. Phyllis Brown who
cular interest in rermedial work. In 1971 Mrs.
e staff of the Morth Eastern Board's

-

T
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On the 1st March 1971 Mrs. Dennis took up the position
which she still holds to-day, that of Head of the Remedial
Department. She was helped on a parttime basis by Mrs,
Daphne Mears and Mr. Ben Hoey who, along with other
mermbers of staff, gave generously of their time and energy to
provide a worthwhile education for those boys and girls in
need of special help. The Remedial Department was
fortunate in the early seventies to have the use of a Co. Antrim
Education Committee bus driven by Mr. Tommy Weatherup.
This bus was at the disposal of the Secondary School every
moming until it was time to take Primary pupils home. Mrs,
Dennis and her pupils had some very exciting educational
trips to places of interest. The lighthouse at Ferris’ Point on
Islandmagee was a particular favourite. Occasionally day
Irips were arranged to Scotland, and these are still
remembered by those who took part. Perhaps some will be




: _ o ber those boys who In 1978 the S:hnpls Suppc:-l_'t Service began
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In the summer months of 1961 two ladies arranged by preparing their rew pupils for Junsor and Senior Certificate
telephone to meet to do some shopping. They had not seen and the College of Preceptors examinations. Mrs
each other before, so detailed descriptions of appearances Momtgomery says that she cleafdy remembers the
were given, Accurate they must have been, for the two met at enthusiasm for this “new” subject shown by girls ke MNetta
the agreed place and time, recognising each other without Stewart, Annabelle Stewart, Deirdre Saunders, Benyl Biggar,
difficulty. The ladies were Florence Montgomery and Mora Loma Mairs and Doreen Hill, and the feverish work they put in
Dougan, and both had just been appointed to the Domestic for the exams. As the Domestic Science Department e,
Science Department of Ballyclare Scondary School. The the team was augmented by Miss Joan Smith, by which time
shopping session to a Belfast hardware store was to buy all  Miss Dougan was making plans 1o get married. Girls in her
the equipment for the new kitchens, so that they would be Meedlework class, such as Diane Colerran, Anne Beattie and
ready for use in September. Mission accomplished, the Lucilla McConnaghie, were probably ameng the first o
ladies enjoyed a relaxing cup of tea, and thus began a realise who the groom was, a teacher who worked on the
friendship that was to last for many vears. other side of the comidor. One day an Inspector had

Come September, and all was indeed ready. Mrs, rermarked on this teacher, asking Miss Dowgan, “Whe is thal
Montgomery, having had previous teaching experience in creature down the comidar dangling on the end of a pipe”
Ballyclare High Schocl, had been appointed Head of thenew  Miss  Dougan took great debght in the Inspector’s
Department, a position she was to hold for the next twenty:  embarrassment as she told him that the youna man was hes
bwo years. She and Miss Dougan excitedly began the task of intended hushand. Soon Miss Dougan was married, and
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Mrs. Connor I“-"Incl"-'.nig_l'll- Mr. McKnight was
be("’""';ed chortly afterwards to give up his pipe.
Miss Lynda Sherrard joined the Department.

rs later she was chosen as a representative of the

Three Farmers Clubs of Morthern Ireland to visit Australia
ound aths, and when she returned many classes were

! sj:d 1o shde shows of the trip and songs she had leamton
_“Ed aystralia che had visited the outback, where she saw
it. In ic Science classes being taught in very primitive
gitions and with very basic equipment. The children,
Fai | were very resourceful and adatptable, Mot long after
returlrl o Ballyclare, Miss Sherrard married a teacher
hef parkhall High School, Mr. James Currie.
thr'lr:ss Mary Hutchingson became the youngest member of
e Domestic Srience team in 1973, She was, in fact. a
former pupil of the schoaol before going to Gamenville
Domestic science College to complete her teacher training.
o 1972 and 1982 Mrs. Margaret Scoft taught in the
nt on a parttime basis. Both she and Mrs.
McKnight, who had retired from fulltime duties shortly after
her marmiage, have been excellent substitute teachers.

In 1977 Mrs. Montgomery became Senior Mistress. The
ew Head of Department was Miss Smith, while Miss Skelly

Mrs. Montgomery on her retirement in 1983, Miss
Sielly had just graduated from the University of Ulster with a
|t Class Honours Degree. This in itself was something of an
innavation, for the subject has only becomne available at
deqgres level in recent years.

One other very important member of the Department 1S
Mys. Henrietta Cameron. Some people reading this article will
know her better as Henrietta Millar. Pow the Departrment
Technician, Hennetta can remember clearly the day the
school opened, for she was one of the new pupils, scared and
excited. She recalls that her Class Teacher, the late Sidney
Asthury, soon put her and her classmates at their ease, Since
joining the Domestic Science staff, she has become very

much the “Girl Friday™ of the Department.

When the schocl opened in 1961 there were two Cookery
rooms and one Meedlework room, but within a few years this
accommodation proved insufficient, and in 1976 the
P“!&Edl:.wrh room was comerted into a multi-purpose
kitchen. As part of a new extension to the school another
room was built to include a dining area, lounge, bedroom
and bathroom. It continues to be used to teach housecraft.
The Department still tries to keep its kitchens up o date,
since today's homes have modern kitchens and appliances,
and pupils must have the opportunity to work in similar
surroundings in school.

Ower the years Domestic Science has seen many changes,
not least in it's name, which is now Home Economics. The
content of the subject now covers all aspects of life in the
home, and is designed to prepare young people to adapt to,
and make use of, in a constructive way, the changes in
kitchen technology, eating habits, shopping trends and
social attitudes. Miss Smith comments: “We have seen the
equipment of the early sixties being replaced by up-to-date
modem equipment. In factin 1961 cne of the items used for
laundrywork was a washboard and wringer — now we have
an electronic washing machine and tumble dryer. There is, of
course. a limit to the equipment provided by the Education
Boards. and we were very fortunate to acquire recently one of
the latest microwave ovens and a food ProCessor.”

Home Economics has often been considered a “girls’
subject”, but with changing social and family trends, men
and boys are just as likely to be found prepanng meals or
bathing the baby. With this in mind all Ist Year pupils now
take the subject, and boys can, if they wish, continue to doso
on through the school. Mevertheless attitudes are slow to
change, and as yet cnly 2 limited number take the subject
through to CS.E or O Level. It is hoped that in the years
ahead more boys will continue with Home Economics after

st Form.

Miss Dougan (right) in {963 with M McRnight (left L. Mrs. Montgomerny a

racd M, I:'.'.‘_;.":f:h'
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In every school examinations play an important role, and
over the years the Department has entered hundreds of
pupils for CS.E., O Level and, occasionally, A Level exams,
Girls such as Irene Johnston, Valerie Stirling, Pamela Rea,
Susan Reid, Sharon Gardiner and Anne Esler all continued to
higher education in the Polytechnic, Stranmillis or the Royal
Victoria Hospital on the basis of their A Levels. A new subject
introduced at examination level by the Department in 1980
was Child Care, although as far back as 1969 Domestic
Science had the local Health Visitor, Mrs. Kyle visiting school
regularly to prepare pupils in Child Care for the Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme. Her successor, Mrs. Anne Rohu
from the local health centre, is now a familiar figure in the
school, assisting with Child Care classes and providing
expert help and guidance to the girls.

Miss Smith (left), Head of Home Economics, and her
predecessor, M. Montgomeny.

One of the main aims of the Department over the years has
been to generate an interest in homemaking which will take
young people, whether they follow exarnination courses or
not, through their lives ahead. Over the years many pupils
have passed through the Department, and girls such
as Jessie Milligan, Kaye Wilson, Yvonne Hanna and Lois
Paisley all spring to mind as capable in Needlework and
Cookery. One pupil in particular who is clearly remembered
by Mrs. Montgomery and Miss Smith is Beth Ewing. Beth was
bom with arms which ended just above the elbow and with no
hands or fingers. Yet there was nothing in practical work
which Beth could net do, including threading a needle and
sewing with it She had such a cheery spirit, and nathing
daunted her. Mowadays, when girls say that they are unable
to do some practical task, Miss Smith tells us, “A picture of
Beth flashes into my mind. She really was a marvellous
example to others.”

More recently a group of pupils, including June Herron,
Angela Beggs, Shona Cross, David Hamill, Cheryl Conway
and Elizabeth Adair entered a nationwide competition in
which their skillin producing a recipe and design for a special

Michola Clyde preparing a meal as part of her O [epel
praclical examinalion in May 1985,

cake resulted in the school winning a microwave oven, Then
in 1985 Janet Boyd was chosen as the Morthemn Ireland
finalist in the M.LE.S. "Cook Electric” series, and brought a
Magimix Food Processor to the school as a result Yet
another of Miss Hutchinson's pupils, Janette Meeson, took
third place in the "Junior Cock of the Year” final, while
Patricia McGookin is in the 1986 final. Also in 1986 Lavinia
Murdoch was a winner in the “Mew Zealand Lamb" series.

One venture which Miss Smith and her colleagues have
cause to remember was their contribution to the outcentre in
Parkmore Forest in the early seventies, Miss Smith recalls:
“We were responsible for the interior decoration. and
furnishing and equipping the rooms and kitchen. For quite a
few months we seemed to be into papering, painting and
D.LY. to such an extent that both girls and staff never seemed
to get the paint cleaned from their hands. We made curtains
and soft furnishings in the school to take to the outcentre and
begged as much furniture as we could possibly get for it. The
work was all done with an opening date in mind and we
heaved a sigh of relief when everything was ready for the first
occupants,”

Miss Smith says that the emphasis placed on certain
aspects of Home Economics today has changed:
“Needlework has assumed less importance, partly because
of the availability of cheaper clothes and soft furnishings.
Much more emphasis is placed on the change in eating
habits. Now we are leaming to adapt to the current dietary
recommendations of eating less fat and sugar and more
fibre. This means, in fact, that what we taught pupils in this
subject in the sixties and early seventies has been completely
changed. Many of today's pupils have parents who went
through the School, and now at Parents’ Mights we have



such as Elizabeth Kenny, Anne Meeson, Beth
|;;eci!="e"_"E and Doreen Hill all commenting on the completely
topics taught. Our examination papers are sprinkled
differe! s such as cholesterol, high fibre and
nsaturated fats. Who knows? Perhaps in another 25
pﬂh“wewm be encouraging pupils to eat lots of white bread.
fats of sugar foods”. . -
Traditionally, '?“'F“‘“a?”.“g and cooking have been skills
nded down within families from mother to daughter, And
:'H! what better :?ymm Ieamﬂdly this has become
| nnly a thing e past. em technology, high
'"“ﬂgnggverﬁmng and the pull of ::c:mmerrialismc;-uga!;e htgd
their effect. Home Economics in schools today has adapted
1 these changes. Responsible and healthy eating habits,
combined with the best use of today's technology and

products, is the path down which Ballyclare Secondary
School pupils of the present tread.

For the past nine years Miss Smith has carried on the
E:-m:_eibent stewardship of the Home Economics Department
which Mrs. Montgomery began. She sets her colleagues high
standards in her planning and organisation. She is keen to
keep in step with modemn developments, and encourages
her staff to participate in all useful in-service training courses.
Anyone who has ever attended any school function will have
appreciated the meticulous organisation and presentation of
food, which always contributes to the success of these
events. It is hard to think of another teacher so well-respected
by her colleagues. The high reputation of the Home
Economics Department is a tribute to her abilities.

SCIENCE

The Science Department had three fulltime members
when the school opened twentyfive years ago — Mr. Jack
Middleton, Mr. lan McClelland and Mr, Jim Parker. The
Principal, Mr. Stirling, who was a chemistry graduate, also
taught a little Science in the early days. The Department was
housed in Labs 1 and 2, the old Room B (now the Computer
Room) and the old greenhouse (now a store). Of the three
original full-time staff, Mr. Parker left after eighteen months
for HKehin Secondary School in Belfast, and is now
Headmaster of Lame High School, but the other two
remained at Ballyclare Secondary School for many years,
and both are still remembered for their individual styles and
unique contributions.

Mr. Middleton had been in the Fleet Air Arm during the 2nd
World War, and he brought his wide experience of life to the
classroom. His teaching was attention-holding and relevant.
Mast former pupils remember him as a strict disciplinarian,
but with a warm personality and a keen sense of humour. A
great pipe-smoker and fanatical supporter of
Wolverhampton Wanderers Football Club, he was an
Head of the Science Department between 1961 and
er his guidance Ballyclare Secondary became a

for the Nuffield General Science Scheme which,
ne, was quite revolutionary in its approach to
nce to pupils in Forms 1, 2 and 3, tending as it
nce to everyday life. It was thus much more

sroach than Science as it continued to be
chools. It was a very great undertaking, which
leton and his colleagues in much time and
tually led to the introduction of S.CLSP.
Council Integrated Science Project) in Ballyclare
. This was a double certificate examination, which

y the Science Department along with O Level
, @ far cry from the old days of Junior
Tech., and the College of Preceptors
parallel, courses were now offered in
istry, Biology and Human Biology.

, @ man of great vision, was responsible for
cheol gardens, the planting of trees around
r and the advancement of rural science
‘Those who knew him all have their
7 memory. Mrs. Sloan, for example,
nd still has vivid recollections of
ile Mr. Middleton sterilized soil at

Mr. Middleton

the back of the room or held violin lessons in the adjoining
greenhouse. When he left Ballyclare in 1972 to take up a post
in a comprehensive school in York, the Science Department
lost a fine teacher and the children a good friend.

mMr. McClelland was a stalwart of the Science Department
for even longer than Mr. Middleton. For fifteen years he
contributed much to the advancement of Science teaching
in the school. A dedicated teacher, he also found time to act
as an Ollar House Teacher, Year Teacher, school football
coach and Co-ordinator of Religious Education in the days
before it had a Head of Department. He was involved in the
foundation of the Scripture Union, but is best remembered
for his end-of-term lost property sales, which were legendary.
In 1976 he was appointed Head of Science at the new
Monkstown Community School,

The Science Department recruited three further members
of staff in the sixties. Septermber 1962 saw the arrival of Mrs.
Sloan. Having had previous wide experience in teaching, she
fitted easily into the Department, of which she remained a
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s Sloan

member for sidteen years, Mowadays she still can be seen in
school from time Lo time covering for absent teachers. Mrs.
Sloan was originally appointed on a parttime basis, as was
Mrs. Thompson in 1965. Together they made up a full
umetable. Mrs. Thompson, a quiet, consientious teacher,
remained with the Department for twelve years. In June 1963
Mr. Metcalfe joined the staff as a replacement for Mr. Parker,
having impressed Mr. Stirling and the Science staff earfier in
the year when, as a student, he was an teaching practice in
Ballyclare Secondary. Such was his contribution to the
Department, and to school fife in general, over the next nine
years that he was appointed Head of Science in 1972 1o
replace Mr. Middleton, whose innowvating work he continued
and expanded,

In 1972 Mr. Rankin joined the Science Department. He,
with Mrs. Sloan, became closely involved in calering for the
needs of what was known atthe time as the ROSLA. group
of pupils, who now faced an extra year at school when the
leaving age was raised to sixteen. Many stories are told of
their field trips and visits to the lion park. Best remembered is
the day the minibus broke down — but we can't repeat itin
public!

As the numbers of pupils attending schoal expanded in
the seventies, and the realisation increased that Science was
one of the more important subjects in the curriculum,
ancther job in the Department was created in 1974, It was
filled by Miss McAllister. now Mrs. Best, who brought with her
a sense of precision, order and neatness which dramatically
improved the efficiency of the filing system. Mrs. Best is still
with us, but others who joined the Science Department
around the same time were short-stay staff. Mrs. McDowell
replaced Mr. Rankin in 1977, but two years later she left to
accompany her now-famous husband, Paul, when he joined
the B.B.C in London. Miss Bates (later to become Mrs,
Savage) replaced both Mrs. Sloan and Mrs. Thompson in
1977. She was a local gird who was held in very high esteem
by pupils, and eventually took up a post in Lurgan High

School. Mr. Lewis, who transferred from Parkhay igh
Mrs, O'Meill, late of Dundonald High, took over Frn?-,-,' 3y
MecDowell and Mrs. Savage. Mry
With continued curricular development, and as S
now became compulsory for all pupils in Forms ],gan?‘:}‘
became necessary once again to add to the staff of 3y
Department. Mrs. Dunlop filled the gap, first in, 5 Par
capacity, and later fullime, also teaching some Maths M
newcomers all settled well into their fresh emvironmeny .
before long found themselves specialising in Various &ré:ai
the subject. For example, Mrs. O'Neill now deals Micst ¥
with CS.E. Biology, while Mr. Lewis has moved into th‘“—ﬁﬁ"
of General and Integrated Science. i
Throughout all the changes of the last twenty-five ye,
there has been one constant. Menwn Higginsan WaS O
the school's original pupils in 1961. In 1967 he joined
Science Department as a Lab. Assistant senving
apprenticeship under Mr. Middleton. Over the years Moo
became involved in virtually everyaspect of schogl life, givi
generously of his time to every type of school function His
friendly disposition and ability to “fixit” have endeared hifmtg
the whole staff, Also deserving of mention was the A55istanc,
given to Mr. Middleton's Rural Science Programme by the
school groundsman in the early days, Mr, Archie McKinstn,

Mervyn Higainson

Although Mr. Metcalfe was appainted Vice-Principal in
1983, he continued to hold the post of Head of Science wntil
1985, when he was succeeded by Mr. Siberry, who had come
to Ballyclare Secendary in 1976 as replacement for Mr,
McClelland. A former pupil of Ballyclare High School, Mr.
siberry has an approach to teaching Integrated Science
which is both practical and questioning. In recent years,
along with Mr. Lewis, he has been responsible for the
production of Mode 3 C.SE. Integrated Science, a valuable
experience in view of the assessment procedures in the new
G.CSE Over the last year his Lab, has been very popular
with pupils in 4E who, under his supervision, made candles
to be sold by the school's mini-company. Chemistry and
business seem to have mixed very nicely.

As the new Head of Science Mr., Siberry's next challenge
will be to lead his Department, whose newest member is Mr
Adrain, into the fresh era heralded by the advent of G.CSE It
is hoped the Electronics and Tech nodogy will form part of the



M. Siberny switches on some electric light buibs, and the 5th Form Science group goes “Cooocooch!” Robert Rankin

fexireme left) is marginally more impressed than Pawl McWhirer (exremse right), but opinion is dil siched ower whether the

blue bulb or the pink bulb is preitier, The situation was resolved shorly after this photograph was taken when Menyn
MoWilliams (fourth frown the left ) smashed them bath!

Science Department’s curriculum befaore lang. Despite poor
facilities (some of the mobile classrooms are now nearty
twenty years old), the standard of Science teaching remains

high. Mr. Siberry is confident that they will be maintained,
perhaps even improved upon, in the next twenty-five years

MOTOR VEHICLE STUDIES

Traffic Education, as it was then known, was started in
Ballyclare Secondary by Mrs. Doherty (nee Rankin) in 1978.
Inckeed, she became the first woman in M. Ireland to qualify to
teach the subject

When the subject was first introduced in the school, many
of Miss Rankin's colleagues became extremely worried
when they saw her standing in front of an approaching
moped being "driven” by a very scared and wobbly pupil. Al
this early stage some teachers, so unused to the sight,
thought that Miss Rankin had either lost her senses or wasan
extremely brave woman, In 1980 Mr. Graham became the
second teacher to become involved, and following Miss
Rankin's departure from teaching Traffic Education,
because of other timetable commitments, Mr. McAdister
joined the team in 1981.

At first Traffic Education was not an examination subject.
Much of it was practically based, especially when the weather
was fine. In the rain and snow there were theory Sessions in
the classroom, covering lopics such as The History of
Transpor, Moped Maintenance, The Highway Code,
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Emergency Procedures and First Aid. The latter topic led to
many hilarious situations when pupils attempted to practice
their artificial respiration techniques or bandage the
“injured” party. Often the school received visits from outside
agencies such as the RU.C. Traffic Division, who gave talks
to pupils on all aspects of road safety.

In 1982 it was decided to offer the subject, now to become
known as Motor Vehicle Studies, as a CS.E eption to 4th and
Sth years, Mr. Graham taught that first ever CS.E. group, and
at the end of the two year course, several pupils like Martin
Gingles, Samuel Weatherup, Keith ("The Hair") Shanks,
Jennifer McAuley and Sharon Morrow, to name but a few,
were the first pupils from Ballyclare Secondary to achieve
grades in C.5.E Motor Vehicle Studies.

Since then Motor Vehicle Studies has become firmly
established as an option choice open to both boys and girls
at the beginning of 4th Year, Indeed, another change of name
for the subject is imminent. With the introduction of the new
G.C.S.E., pupils will be able to choose Road Traffic Studies as
part of their course of study.




HISTORY

When opened in 1961 History and Geography
i I Department, Social Studies,

u together in one
::;fjﬂﬂwpfhde jate Tomimy (il rmer. D'I:p-?lrtrl‘l-f'l'lt siaff 'M':"E'
\od 1o tesch both subjects, with no specialist
o training required. el
hn;d;dlfesmcrs. Il‘lr:ag:.chml's first History specialist, !E_Ffl'rﬂd
the Social Studies Department in 1963, and recalls: “The
early sixties really were the age of innocence in teaching
History.” However, in 1963 Mrs. Speers becamne Head of a
newlycreated, spearate History Departrment based in Room
5 and as she says: “We moved out of the Garden of Eden,
The year before, 3A had become the first class to enter the
nowdefunct Junior Certificate examination, with all the
pupils gaining respectable History marks. (There were no
grades in those days.) Therefore, in 1965 Mrs. Speers
decided 1o enter one of them, Harry Wright. for the newly-
ntroduced G.CE O Level History. Harry's success in this
sxarm.. taken a year early, led to the rest of the class being
entered in 1966, Says Mrs. Speers: "Hamy Wright was our
guinea-pig. He proved that secondary sehioal children could
sit. and pass, examinations which were primarily designed 1o
be the preserve of grammar school pupils. That 54 class of
1066 excelled itself in History, with several of them gaining a
Grade One (the equivalent of today's grade A). | remember
particularly the hard work put in by Roy Turkington, Pat
McCourt, Robert Yorke and others. Robert went on to do A
Level in History and Geography, before moving o the Mew
University of Ulster at Coleraine, where he eventually gaimed
his Bachelor of Arts degree in Environmental Science, the
first pupil from Ballyclare Secondary to achieve this feat.”

Robert Yorke (left) and Hamy Wright on a History field
erip to Lyle'’s MRl in 568

But History, of course, ks not sclely, or even primariy, a
subject for the mare able children. All puipils can defive some
benedit from its study, and Aght from the eary days it was the
policy of the Department to ensure that this would be so
Praject and field work involving frequent trips to Donegore,
Antrim, Carrickfergus Castle, the Ulster Museum, the Publc
Records Office and, most recently, “ The Golden Hinde™ have
been arranged. Such outings were at their most frequent
during the period when Mirdam Allen was Head of
Depatment. She succeeded Mrs. Speers (who joined the
Marthem Ireland Coundil for Educational Research in 1977),
having come to Ballyclare Secondary six years earlier. Miss
Allen buill on the solid foundations laid by her predecessor,
increasing considerably the resources of the Department. An
element of local history was introduced in the junior school
syllabus. Al all times Miss Allen showed a talent for
organisation and a concem for the welfare of her pupils. M
Todd, the present Head of History, says of her: Of her many
and varied qualities, her greatest was an appetite for hand
work. She expected of others, both colleagues and pupils, no
less than she was prepared o give herself — and that was an
awful kot.” OF her many sucoessiul O Level pupils, Miss Alen
remembers Phyllis Clarke, Anne Todd, lan Moore and Sam
Haggan, the latter always the “life and soul” of many a class
discussion or field trip. When Miss Allen left Balyclare
Secondary in 1976, having become Mrs. John Fergusonin
1974, her legacy was a Departrment firmlby established as 2
prossder of interesting, exciting and worthwhile pursests, 8
comerstione of the school currticulum,

Ms. Todd took over from Mrs. Ferguson as Head of
Department in 1976, He had joined the staff in 1969, and
rermemibers that his first examination class consisted of one
pupil, Linda Cluail, who covered her A Level course in ont




Hestony pupils in 1966 penfarm

Campbell of Hilmore™ (ov "Crlloden Reursiled | a sliving drama of the 14
Rebelfian.
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year, Although A Level work has besn undertaken by onby a
relatively small number of pupils aver the years, it became a
highly syccessful part of the work of the History Department
under both Mrs. Ferguson and Mr. Tl:nﬂl:l- Robert Yorke and
Linda Guail have already been mentioned. and more recent
topgrade A Level students have included Sarah
montgomery, Edith  Hill, Olivia Buckley, Margaret
meCullough, or McKeown, Valerie Stirling. George Buckley
and Sonia Johnston, mest of whom have gone on 1o gain
college of university degrees, Says Mr. Todd: “Despite the
results achieved by our pupils at A and O Level, and in the
latter group | particularty remember, among many others,
the lively contributions made by Harry Robinson, Colin
Pernock, Helen Mitchell, Tommy Robinson, Andrea Wilson,
Paul Johnston and Garth Fenning, perhaps the most
satishing experience from the teaching point of view has
been preparing pupils for the C.5.E examination, first entered
by Ballyclare Secondary School pupils in 1973 The first
group of History students to take CS.E were Moel Relly,
Seven McClung, Hugh Mitchell, Chris Simmons, Robin
Tempieton, Elaine Andrew, Joy Forsythe, Jenniter Fullerton
and Barbara McMullan, as hard-working a class as the schoal
has ever had. CSE was the greatest innovtion of the
seventies. The new General Certificate of Secondary
Education (GC.5.E ) is the biggest change in the eighties.

GCSE reflects the changes which have taken place in
history teaching in the last decade. As a result History has
become unrecognisable from the subject that even some of
the pupils mentioned in this article knew (and loved?).
Thanks, in part at beast, to the work of the Schools Coundil,
which identified five major needs of adolescents which
History more than any other school subject can meet, the
days when History teachers went “From Flato to Mato™ have
long since gone. In 1980 Mr. Todd and Mr. Manson began a
major review of the History Department’s aims, objectives,
syEabus content and teaching methaods, This involved many
meetings and long discussions over four years. R resulled in
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courses for pupils in the first three years of secondary school
which are rewarding and relevant to children in the r_r‘lndern
world. The usefulness of the "Mew History 13 NOwW
unquestioned, developing as it does, mainly through the
handling of histerical evidence, the knowledge and skills
essential to today's youth. The foundations laid in the junior
school are built on in G.C.S.E., which has now replaced O
Leved and C.5.E. The new exam is designed to cover virtually
the whole abiity range at 16 plus.

Edith Ml studying for her A Level Histony examination
i 1978




Many teachers have helped in a part-time capacity over the
vears in the History Department. They include Miss Joan
MeDaowell, Mrs. Daphne Mears, Miss Patricia M lls. Mrs. Helen
McConnell and of the present school staff Mrs. Dennis, Miss
Roberts, Mrs. Doherty, Mr. Graham and Mrs, Davison. Mast
recently the Department has welcomed Miss MNeill to its
ranks. Her conscientious approach to her work Is much
appreciated.

The History Department has benefitted enormously from
the fact that its specialist full-time staff have spent many years
in the school, The “new boy” of the Department, Mr. Manson,
has maintained the tradition, having come to Ballyclare
Secondary in 1977, Originally from Mewcastle-upon-Tyne,

he attended the University of Stitling in Sead
for which he retains a strong affection. He js , ang, Ag
and hard-working teacher, and a stoyt dEFen:u”"jﬂ‘u?'-
of his subject in staffroom discussions, The T Of thy,
this modest and Most genuine of mer, |- by,
Department in particular and the schoal i g *I;:.'-
highly valued. T3 heag
Life in the Department has always had its liqt "‘
many of them provided by the legendan, Eﬂl.jprm’h-,
Then there was the day George Buckley bﬂam’}' Robe,
up in his A Level studies in the History Store g 0 ¥y,
track of time and was locked in the schog| 1l he b
He eventually made his escape through a wmd;:an:t.x;;

ENGLISH

L

In 1961 there were three fulltime English leachers who
taught mast of the English throughout the school. The late
Sidney Astbury was appointed as Head of the English and
French Departments. At this time both departments were
small, 5o he was able to combine both jobs, and continued to
hold the post of Head of English until his retirement in June
1985. He was the stable element throughout these twenty:
four years and he was, in fact, cne of the longest-serving
Heads of Departments in the school. Under his gentle,
encouraging and quiet, inspirational manner, the
Department developed and grew. His enthusiasm and
sensitivity for the arts, and his passion for the cinema and
theatre, encouraged the other members of the Department
to broaden their experiences in these areas. His two
assistants, Miss McDowell and Mrs. Ferguson, have now both
retined — Miss McDowellin 1977 and Mrs. Fergusonin 15974,
Miss McDowell was also Senior Mistress, but is remembered
for her excellent dramatic and musical productions. Mrs.
Ferguson was the schoaol's first teacher librarian.

b
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Throughout the twenty-five years, English has beaq
by a core of fulltime specialist English teachers ,.
assistance from staff fromn other depamments, In mgm.s;,;;
Platt, Mrs. Morrison, Mrs. Moore (former members of g
Mr. Waldron and Mrs. Alexander (Commerce), Mes.
(Religious Education), Mr. Lyons (P.E) and Mrs. Dayig,,
(Geography) have all taken English classes. At presant he,
are eight members of staff in the Department, and E;...;L.E.'
continues to be taught throughout the schocl to all ages g
abilities.

Of the present staff, Miss Roberts joined the Departrents
Septernber 1972 and also taught Geography and Hisipn,
For the past ten years she has been employed full-time in g
English Department, and had responsibility for the schog
library from January 1973, after the retirement of My
Ferguson, until 1985, when she was appointed Head o
Department after Mr. Astbury retired. Some of the presen
members of Departrnent have responsibilities for othe
subjects. Although Mrs. Dennis is Head of the Remeds

The currend stall of the English Depaniment Frorm lefl to right: Mrs, MeMNally, Mrs MeCormick, M e, Mr. Graharr, Miss
Fobens, M Dennis, M Taglor, Mes Duammigan.
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 she has always taken English classes. Mr, J,
;ep"“f;rﬁd the ﬂaﬂinllg?ﬁ replacing Mr. P. Saunderson
Wm'"g in .Eaml:nﬂ._Mr. Graham is also responsible

vehicle Studies Programme throughout the
for the 4. Dummigan was appointed in 1977 after Miss
school mﬁmd,ﬂheisrcspﬂnsihlealprennthrmesﬂml
MeDIE i assisted by Mrs. E Gawne, who joined the staff
li:ﬂg%m R. McMally joined the staff in 1979 as a teacher
inl _but also teaches several English classes. Mrs. |,
of Fren “m': was appointed in 1982, previously taught in
Taylots High School and is empbn;.ed full-irme in the
HOPd'”’I jwmn:_ Finally, our EfﬂlﬂlqMS‘HEﬁ_ Mrs, J,
Wik |‘|J|‘I."I"|EI'1‘;" Head of the E-l'gllsh BE'Paru'nentin
MeC High School before coming the Ballyclare
Ratihce ry in 1983. Three former members of staff who
s considerable contributions to the Departrent were
), Kitson (nee Graham), now living in England, Mrs. C.
nedy, recently moved to Jordanstown from
K demy, and Mrs. A. Blair (1983.85), who is at present
md'liﬂﬂ in Knockbreda H'ﬂh _Ethﬁld. The present Eigl'lt
of staff form a dedicated and forward-looking
m'l..mse interest is in developing English as a central part
of the school curriculurmn. Courses are discussed at the
weeldy planning meetings. The aim of the Department is to
enCOUrAge pupils to become confident, literate and articulate
rs of society.

MMpﬂﬂ[\h’Eﬂﬁ"ﬁ'ﬂ years members of staff and pupils
have been involved in various curriculum projects and
national competitions, as well as incorporating visits to the
cinema and theatre into the English programme. In the early
years of the Department, Miss McDowell erganised annual

s to varous venues in England associated with the arts,
jally to Stratford-upon-Avon. These were always very
enjoyable and well-supported. Closely associated with the
teaching of English were the drama productions, undertaken
annually until her retirerent by Miss McDowell, assisted by
Mrs. Davison and Miss Roberts. Other members of the
rtment, namely Mrs. Hull, Mrs. Gawne, Mrs. Dummigan
and Mrs. McMally, have rore recently been part of this drama
team. In the past few years, Mrs. Hull and Mrs. Davison have
had success with the pupils at various festivals and public
speaking competitions. With the developrment of the new
GCSE. exam., more emphasis will be placed on structured
oral work in the classroom,

One project begun in the English Department in 1980 is
still continuing. This is the Department'’s involvemnent with
the School Support Senvice. Originally this began as the
development of a more structured reading programme to
assist pupils with reading and leamning difficulties. Although
the support was officially withdrawn in 1983, the work still
continues due to the initial injection of enthusiasm and new
ideas on classroom practice.

One class of former teacher Mrs. Hull (now teaching
English in Fivemiletown High School) won a competition
sponsored by Coca-Cola. Some pupils of Miss Roberts —
Hazel Fletcher, Catherine Warwick, Virginia Bell and Royston
Crozier — won major prizes in a Newtownabbey Anti-Litter

Campaign. and were presented with their prizes at a special
- award ceremony held at the Valley Leisure Centre. More
e members of a former 2V class of Mrs. McHally

: ", and Vanda Dodds (now Mrs.
' had a poem published in the East Antrim
r pupil and current member of staff, Miss M.
lome Economics), won a major essay-writing
en she was a junior pupil. Since its first
A 1971 pupils have contributed regularly to

h':mebﬁat + the school newspaper. lts Literary Competition
Robion won in the past by Marshall Morrow (1972), Mary
i (1973), Marbeth Fleming (1974) and Catherine
arwick (1975). This year, for example, some 5th Form
PShuF"S — Sean Dobson, Susan Letson, Marianne McCrea,
irfey Woods and Pamela Blair — put down their thoughts
on Facing The Future” in “Mewsbeat”,

Naturally, throughout the years, some pupils have stood
out because of what they achieved. Academically, sister and
brother, Olivia and George Buckley, deserve special
mention. Olivia (1969-76 and assistant Head Girl) attained
her B.Ed.(Hons.) at Stranmillis after completing her A levels
in English and History. She now teaches English in Lame
High School. George (1972-79 and Head Boy) studied at
GLU.B.. after completing his A levels in English, History and
Politics. He graduated in 1983 with a B.A.(Hons.) in English
and is now teaching in Springfarm Primary School. The most
recent academnic success in the Department was achieved by
Sonia Johnson, who went to GLU.B. in 1983 after taking her A
levels in English and History. She completed her B.A. last
term. Other pupils with literary interests and achierevemnents
were Lindsay Geary, Dean Coulter, Jim Wilson, Hamy
Robinson, Alan Lee, Karen Bryson and latterly Gavin
McDowell (who recently emigrated to Australia). In the field
of drama, noone could forget the two Fagins — Francis
Murray and Timothy Campbell. Timothy, who is now
studying for A levels at Ballyclare High School, was chosen to
perform in a play at Stranmillis College.

Much of the pupils’ best work over the years has been done
in the school library. This has always been an enviable room
in which to study and teach. It is a bright, airy, quiet room,
barring the sweet strains which percolate down from the
Music Room above! In the last twenty-five years the essential
character and role of the library has inevitably changed. In the
early days under Mrs. Ferguson, books and other rescurces
were rather less plentiful, as the Schools’ Library Service was
not as fully evelved as it is today. The library then resembiled
the other classrooms in that the desks were of the traditional
type and, apart from bookshelves, there was no specialized
furniture,

By 1975, when Miss Roberts took over responsibility for
the library, resources were more readily available and its
appearance and character changed considerably. Desks
gave way to new, large tables and mouldedplastic chairs,
and new book-display racks were added. The only obvious
reminder of times-gone-by is the old blackboard and easel,
which is now quite a feature amongst the modemn fumiture.
The library at this time was expanding and a “Library
Studies” course was initiated.

In September 1985 Mrs. Dummigan was given
responsibility for the library, the third change in twenty-five
years, and the process of development and expansion is still
continuing. There is now no shortage of books ( The problem
sometimes is to find space on the shelves for the new ones!).
In this aspect Ballyclare Secondary is fortunate, and the
library has become a central and valuable rescurce area for
the whele school.

The library skills learnt by the pupils at the school are
invaluable, and will remain an asset to them throughout their
lives, They leam to appreciate the value of books as teols in
their acquisition of knowledge, and also as an important
elernent in their leisure ime, The love of reading can still
compete favourably, even in this age of computer games and
videos.

The last twenty-five years have seen many changes in the
English Department. Perhaps, in another quarter of a
century, a Golden Jubilee magazine article will record the
progress of the next twenbyfive.




MUSIC

The Music Department began under the baton of Miss
Catherine Lusk, the longestsening music teacher in
Ballyclare Secondary. From 1961 Miss Lusk held the
position of Head of Music until her retirement in 1978. Over
seventeen years at school she helped in the work of the
Community Service Group, but her main contribution was to
build up a very successful and enthusiastic Music
Department, with help from other members of staff, in
particular Miss Joan McDowell, the school's first Senior
Mistress, and parttime rmusic teacher, Mrs. Olive Watson. In
the school's first three years, no fewer than six choirs achieved
great success at the Musical Festivals of Ballyclare and
Carrickfergus. In 1962 the Under 18 and Under 15 Girls'
Choirs took 1st places at the Ballyclare Festival. Second
places were gained by the Under 12 and Under 16 Choirs. In
1963 two first places and three second places were collected,
and in 1964 the Under 13, Under 15 and Under 18 Choirs all
received first places.

In the early days of the school, the Antrim Education
Committee, and later the MNorth-Eastern Education and
Library Board, provided orchestral instruments, and
individual tuition was given to pupils by a team of specialists

=

who visited Ballyclare Secondary School py,
result, it was possible to form a 5{|1Er¢:-i Eu.; Vel o
orchestra was used on many occasions, prcg;.:!-m L I‘?f
memorable being the school dramatic prod h_'fr'ﬂ‘m,.."
included various musicals like “The Wizarg :fmqﬂs. ﬂ:
“The Boyfriend” (1973), "Oliver” (1970) ang O (1gn
(1975). Ohdah,
After the retirement of Miss Lusk in 1973 . %
handed to Miss Pat Quigley, who joined the st = Daton
straight from Stranmillis College. Unrnnuna:mthsﬂc;
Quigley the North Eastern Education Board ]H;r}r for
a new policy on instruments and in_r.1,-,_,,.,.,!m'_m,“:'ju:._.'
Because of education cut-backs, instruments n ;‘. g,
in schools had to be returned, and only children j'r-g.%_
received tuition in primary schools were allowed g, “Hig ha
their lessons in secondary school. Because of 4, cm'r'a_
policy, many children were deprived of the q-.pmt I3'E"i":!
develop their musical abilities. Miss Quuighey mem'm k
Ballyclare for two years and, despite cutbacks k.:;:lngd .
tradition of music in the sChood, entering c!—.;:."g for f B
and providing music for special occasions mm”ﬂh’-'ﬂ'-a:
schod year. it

PMiss Lusk fextrerne right), Miss McDowell fleft) and the Under 15 choir with the trophies they won al the 1964 Carric kfergus
Feslipal.




mﬂl pictu re of a really good Music teacher, His

of fans Lere Soy when Mr Bealtie left
! Ballyclare Secondary in 1584

In September 1680 Mr. Alan Beattie took over as Head
of Music from Miss Quigley who, now Mrs. Greydon, went to
Monkstown Community School. M. Beattie, another
musician  straight out of Stranmillis, was glad of the
assigtance of Miss Anne Whittock and Mrs, Vivienne Stark,
hoth of whom taught Music as well as their own subjects. By
o Music was being taught only to first and second year
classes, with a choice in third year of French or Music.
Because of continuing cut-backs in instrumental provision,
My Beattie began a recorder group, and in 1984 it gained first
piace at Ballyclare Music Festival.

Mr. Beattie has been described, both by staft and pupils. in
many ways — mad”, i
wades are fold of strange happenings which would seem to
werify these comments, such as the day he erganised a
parade of bagpipers along the top corrider, providing the
Maths Department with a little light relief. He was known o

have jumped over the piano in the Music Room. and
attempted to get musical sounds from the leg of a chair. But
he was above all an accomplished music teacher. In 1984
two Sixth Form pupils, Ruth Davison and John Boyd. gained
O level passes in Musical Appreciation, after Mr. Beattie and
Mrs. Stark gave up some of their free time o coach them.
This was the first time that Ballyclare Secondary pupils had
successfully taken this subject.

After Mr. Beattie left in October 1984 to join the Young
Farmers, Mrs. Patricia Meville came to Ballyclare on a
ternporary basis until the end of the term in December. This
was a memorable time for Miss Whittock, as the week before
the Christmas Concert Mrs. Meville was struck down by the
dreaded flu, leaving Miss Whittock in full control. In typical
Ballyclare style, everyone rallied round, staff and pupils alike,
and the concert was a great success

Today the Music Department, under Miss Harvey, is the
smallest department in the school with just two members of
staff, but it continues to make a contribution to school life out
of proportion to its size. At lunchtime the Music Room
houses various activities such as junior and senior Guitar
Clubs, taken by Miss Whittock, a junior recorder group, a
juniior choir and a first year airls’ choir, taught by Miss Rarvey.
Instrumental pupils at the minute number four, a first year
flautist, a second year clarinettist and two second year
vialinists. The North Eastern Board has provided a woodwind
tutor, Mrs. Mills, and a string tutor, Mrs. Basher, who visit the
scheol to give the girls weekly lessons. Flautist Alison Dillon
(5V) has been entering the Associated Board for the Royal
School of Music practical exams and has gained her Grades
1, 2, 3 and 4

Looking back over the last twenty five years, none of the
musical achievemnents would have been possible without the
dedication of many, many pupils. In quite a few intances it
was the school's Music Department which gave thern their
initial interest, and some have gone on o become leading
figures in local groups such as the Victoria Flute Band and
Ballyclare Male Voice Cheir. With continued enthusiasm and
hard work from current pupils, these high standards can be
maintained for another twenty Inve years.

e
tsobel Burnim (3H), Andrew Dodds (38), Cheryl McCalmont (38} and Mary Jenkins {2R). all members of the Victoma Flule
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Band.
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COMPUTER STUDIES

When the Computer Studies Department began in the
mid-seventies, it was similar to most Computer Studies
departments throughout the Frovince in that it was totally
under the wing of the Mathematics Department. Several
years after its introduction, however, Mr. Robinson hamded
over responsibility for Computer Studies o a fellow I""'Iilﬂhs-.
teacher, Mr. Wilfie Morrison. In those eary days Mr. Morrison
had to endure many hardships, not least of which was the fact
that the school did not own a computer! Instead of being able
to sit down at a keyboard, type in their own programs and
comect mistakes on the spot, as today's pupils can, the
earfiest pupils had to have their programs sent to Ballymena
Technical College for processing. Allowing for postal delays,
printing errors and so on, the average time taken over each
program was about a8 manth, which rather took away the
excitemnent of the subject!

1980 was a year of change in the Deparment. Mr.
Mormrison was appointed to Dunclug High Scheol in
Ballymena, and so Mr. Robinson took over again for a short
time as Head of Department. In the same year Mr. Platt, who
was then Head of the Business Studies Department, gained
his Diploma in Computer Studies at the Northern Ireland
Polytechnic. When he retumned 1o Ballyclare Secondary in
Septernber 1981 after his year off, Mr. Platt took over the
reins from Mr. Robinson as Head of Computer Studies. In
1981 pupils began their first O Level Courses, and since then
the Department has offered both O Level and C.5.E. courses

in 4dth and Sth years,
It was at this time that the North Eastermn Education and

Library Board installed a 3802 Computer in school. Although
this was a great help in teaching computer programing, it
soon became obwious that one computer was far from
sufficient 1o cope with the increasing number of pupsds
wishing to study the subject. The pupils, therefore, were very
grateful to Mr, Platt, who ran several fund-raising races, and
so raised enough money to buy BBC computers. The
Department was again helped by the MEE.LB. at this stage,
as they matched every pound he raised with a pound of
Board money,

M Allen ewith Robed Taylor (500, Andrewr Fonkes
(50 and Richard Dodds (S5M)

Mrs. Treon took over as Head of Department on Mr, Plag's
departure in 1984, She is assisted in teaching the subject by
Mrs. Allen (Miss McMeill). Says Mrs. Treon: Hopefully by the
end of 1986 we should have about 12 B.B.C. computers
connected together ina network system, When this system
becomes operational, computers should become imiportant,
not just within the Computer Studies Depattment, But as
teaching aids throughout the whole school.”

Since O Lewvel and C5.E Computer Studies courses
began, a number of pupils have been successiul in gaining
good grades. Among them were Raymond McMair, who
cantinued with the subject at Larme Technical College, and
Stephen Rea, who ks currenthy following an A Level course in
Compuler Studies at Cambridge House.

FRENCH

L1

The French Depariment in Ballyclare Secondary was
founded in the first year of the school's life by the late Sidney
Astbury. who was also Head of the English Departrnent. For
the first three years he was assisted in a partdime capacity by
Mrs, Eileen Boyd, French immediately became established
as a firm favourite with the pupils. The Depatiment set high
standards, preparing pupils for the old Junior Cersficate
examination and, later, for O Level,

I 1964 Miss Jill Murmay joined the Depanment, full of
enthusiasm for her subject. having completed a2 year's
residence in France. She became Hepd of Departrment a few

e e ——

years later and continued the policy of preparing pugpils for
Junior and O Level, In 1967 Miss Murray became Mrs. Todd.

In 1968 the first educational visit to Paris took place under
the stewardship of Mrs, Todd and Miss Miriam Allen, Ten
pupils spent a maost enjoyable and beneficial week in Polssy,
a small town on the cutskirts of Paris. These visits were a pan
af the Department’s wark which Mrs. Todd thought vital, and
the 1968 trip was the first of many to what has now become
“our” hotel. Mine such visits have now taken place, giving
several hundred children the chance, not only 1o see the
beautiful city of Paris, but also to experience a litthe of French



e

ers have affered their senvices over the years,
e plaﬁ)'teﬁfmin the French Department and from other
| 4 Ly

can truly be said that every visil has been

L

W:ﬁcﬂ"ltﬂl “nd enjoyable for pupils and teachers alike,
Py

m"l'y whth the firsd growp from schood §o sl
U Franee in 1968 in e gardens of Versanlles

—

For the academic year 1969/70 the French Depanment
asicomed Miss Brenda Longstalf to deputise feae Mrs. Todd
whio. with her husband, spent the year teaching in Ghana,
west Africa, under the auspices ol Voluntary Service

' Owerseas. Miss Longstalf was a capable deputy. her

| enthusiasm being such that she led the second school
sycursion o Paris that year. Mes. Todd retumed to take up her

- postin January 1971, six months later than planned. after an
accident in Ghana which claimed the life of beer husband.

In the eardy seventies the Cenificate of Secondary
Education examination was introduced, crealing a major
change in exam. requirements. The emphasis was now an
communicating in French. The Depanment had ahways
stressed the importance of this aspect of the language, 50 it
wery much welcomed the advent of CSE The French
Department continued to grow in size as the school itself
grew, and in 1973 Miss Maureen Mall (now Mrs. Moore)
joined it when she came to Ballyclare Secondary to teach
Geography and French. The following year the Depanment
welcomed another new member, Miss Vicki Graham, who
aso taught Religious Education, and the enlarged
Department settled down 1o some very good work.

Al the time something new was offered to pupsls in their
fifth year of study — the ~Sejour Francais”™ (French Stay) at
an outcentre, The idea was to steep the pupils in French for at
least twenty-four hours. They had to try to speak French all
the time, they ate "a la francais”, played games and sang
songs in French. B the school's language assistanl was
available, he or she accompanied the group, adding to the
French “ambiance”. The first such “Sejour” took place in
1976 when Ballyclare Secondary had its own culcentre at
p“""'_"':“"f- Since then a group of fifth formers has gone on
this trip each year, except when it was hit by industrial action
in 1986, The outeentres used are now Balljough, Bushmills
:‘mne’ﬂi_'ﬁgh House, Ballycastle. It always proves to be a

Inhw'll'? experience for pupils. :
it /78 Mrs. Graham ran the Depanment in the
3 e of Mrs. Todd, who was spending a year working and

Ldying in Spain, and she successfully saw the Department

__—

G

through a General Inspection. The Deparment also
welcomed Miss Helen Green to deputise for Mrs. Todd in the
classroom. In 1979 the Department reluctantly said “Au
Revoir’ fo two members who had made valuable
contributions since their amival — Mrs. Moore, who was
required full time in the Geography Departrment, and Mrs.
Graharn, who had decided to devote herself to family life. To

replace them Mrs, McMally and Miss Rosa Matthews were
appointed, Mrs. McMally to teach both English and Frerch.
and Miss Matthews 1o teach French part-time. Miss Matthews

|I|:II" French Erip i 197 AMlisx Allen 15 the orme firy e
fraremy hail

left Ballyclare Secondary after a year when she fownd a full
tirme position nearer home in Co. Down. Her last contribution
was 1o join the leaders of the 1980 Paris trip. Strangely
enough her successor in the Department also went on that
trip, stepping into a last minute vacancy 1o complete the
team, This was Miss Vivien Hinds (she became Mrs. Stark in
1983). who was later appointed to teach both Music and
French. Three years later she became fulltime in the French
Department due to the evergrowing demand for the subgect.

In 1980 it was decided to expand the range of the
Department and a course of French Studies was developed
and introduced by Mrs. McMally. The course consisted of a
study of the geography, history, industry and way of life in
France. It continues 1o be offered to third year pupils as an
alernative to French, and has proved to be a popular option.

For the first terrm of the 1982-83 academic year Mrs. Todd
exchanged pests with a French counterpart, a teacher of
English in France, Madame Coderch. This exchange proved
to b a very valuable experience indeed, both for s, Todd in
a French secondary school, and for Ballyclare Secondary
French Department. The pupils got 1o know a real French
person and their enthusiasm for speaking French soared.
Madame Coderch for her part was really impressed by
Ballyclare Secondary and by the welcome she received.
Class exchanges were established as a result, some of which
are still being maintained.

In September 1979 Mrs. Todd had joined a pioneer group
of French teachers meeting each week in the Queen's
University Teachers' Centre to study Graded Obijectives in
French, As a result she steered the Department into Graded
Objectives. This simply means that the area of work to be
studied is clearly defined 50 that the pupils know exactly what




e Fronch irippeers in TR, My Bealtie is e ane wilh
tae Eified Towrs® grosevineg ol of his head
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e objective or Sim 5. The work is also carefully g 5
difficulty and pupils ane entered for a level theyape Capapy "
alLaining. 5

Lesel | prepares the pulils for a daytrip (o France 4.
with such things as asking the way, ordering ip 4 f.—,_
shopping for souvenirs ebc. Ll 2 propares fhe "'"-'-"xi.-.ﬂ"
langer stay in France E:'-.Ih ars @ school trip. adding "'-"..-_-,"'-
pequiremients such things as coping with hotels oy hﬁ:—‘
anel travel by Metro, bus or train. Level 3 prepares iy, ey
for o vist 1o France with the family, the pupil pep, o
spokesperson for the party. He or she leams o coe- *
sych things 43 booking intd 8 Campsite, Imkjn!]dm_”hﬁ'v':
sating in a restaurant, dealing with a dactor in ""-"-"'Q'-'!-fnli:'
etc. The redevance of such courses is obvious. Th Py
have recognised this and have respondeq Iu;l.:} H
enthusiastically. Their confidence is evident when theyg, ]
the annual Pars tips. They now knotw they car, 3
Erench, and da! All the pupils in Ballyclare now :n'bﬁm
courses. For each level a certificate ks awarded The oayrg,
Cirnched ':::‘.'HL‘L""H'-’C‘S French deals with exacthy the Bype -'.
French reguired for the General Certificate of Spenc
Education exarmination, so the French Department ts yey ;
oS _

In Septernber 1984 the French Depanment expanday .
becorme the Modem Languages Dwepartment when Spar, 5
was introduced into the curriculum. AL the moment Spar..
is offered onhyta Siaxth Form pupils, but it is hoped 1o e
this to other classes in the future, since Spanigh 5
paricularly useful language for holiday purposes, ngy
mention the fact that Spain s now a member of g,
European Ecoromic Communsty. by 1 984 six Pupils stge
the Level 1 course in Graded Objectives Spanish and o .
gained the cenificate, achieving excelient results. in 1985,
more pupils gained Lesel 1. Mrs. Todd, who became My
Bradhey last year, looks Forveand Lo dieveloping the feack naal
Spanish in Ballyclare Secondary

Mg Meially with a Frersch STidids ClAss




ART & DESIGN

wra

|

school opened there were two Art rooms in the

_ ;::IHH which today are Room 8 and Room 10, Ay
,p-gﬂ‘ there was only one Art teacher, Mrs. Carson, Mrs.
i’"-"ﬂdﬁ@ud the school badae, using ideas which
Carsoht the local community. In the design you can
dﬂ’d‘.d fhree units representing the Six Mile River, the
fﬁ#ﬁw the famning tradition of the area. Because the
Pape art room wasn t reeded then, Mr. Hunter, who was in

ased in numbers, when a second post was advertised,
#Whmﬂ.ﬂmlﬂugm:‘masa rmain subject, but alsg
ﬂmfﬂ'ﬂﬁ"’h? chm:&_:.. She used a classroom in the
yop comidor, and actually carried buckets of water to it from
s Hunter's room to teach AntlIn 1964 Mrs. Carson left the

ool and Miss Harson (now Mrs, Love) joined the An
Deportment. By now another fulltime Ant teacher was
necessary, and during this year Mrs. Martin moved into the
second art room.

Twentyfive years ago the Department was called “Art and
Ceafts™, The latter meant that while girls pursued studies in
Domestic Science, boys were engaged in various light
cafts” in the Art Department. This could mean things like
pottery, weaving or modelling. Whole classes of up 1o forty
pupils would have periods for Ant, and the boys would have
up to four periods to follow crafts. The Junior Centificate
exam, exsted then, and every pupdl would be entered for this
examination & the end of 3ed Year, This consisted of two
pats — a set period 1o complete a drawing of an
arangement of objects, and a second test in painting a given
subject of & design for a craft. After Junior Certificate pupils
windd choose subjects to O Level standard, After & further
teo year peniod, a three part examination was @hen in se
tests which pupils completed in set periods ranging from 1'%
i 3 hours,

Since that time educational methods have undergone a
dramatic change, and not least in the Art and Design
Department. Mow pupils spend much more time in the
preparation, research and development of ideas through to
completion of an end product as pan of the examinatson test.
This usually takes a period of a month to complete. Pupils ane
slso required 1o submit coursework and to keep visual
naquey notebooks, which are used to record evidence of
emironmental studies, They ane also required 1o show the
skils and techniques of the analysis of drawing and painting,
and i taking G.CE O Level, they must complete a third
;Ffﬁmﬂich consists of a three howr analytical study of a

e Lk

Mrs. Mantin and Mes. Love continued as the full-time staffin
the At Department, and eventually Mrs, Love took aver as
Head of Depactment. After five years Mrs. Martin beft 1o take
Up 2 leaching position in Cullybackey. Mr. Gingles was
popainted ta take over her duties, and for another four years

teachers continued in the Department. In 1973 it was
Martin ). 2 8Ppoint another parttime teacher, and M.
retumed to teach three days a week. By this ime
anther Art room was badly needed, and when some mobile
wﬂﬂmmﬂ the school, the At Department took
h‘.::hdu‘ﬂ“.h which a small store area was converted
foom, and photography was started in the school

L—__

for the first time.

In 1974 P[ﬂﬂ'lj e dr 3
Department and Project amamémlwtﬂ“"d e
although the De ' it e
Hoaht 5 partment still needed a mobile. Mrs. Martin
[u?;m .r Sy ﬁﬂri.ﬂn ] FHI'I time bﬂm untd Qnce again a

\nerease in staffing was needed within the
it m&ht Department of Education finally decided
esign must be included as a practical subject,
and class sives should not exceed twenty in number, Mrs
"'"'ﬂ_'““ applied for the full-ime position and was successful,
This new anea _was exciting to organise, and was very
'ﬁ"ﬂl'ﬂﬂm:h €specially when great changes were underway in
the subject of At and Design after many years of planning
within the Ministry of Education. Mowadays it is recognised
that Design embraces absalutely everything which is
necessary for our daily existence, and it is very much part of
the cumiculum in the An Department to develop an
awareness of the important pant designers play in the
research and development of the products we use in our
daily lives. Pupils are encouaged 1o produce such artefacts
for themseives from the starting peint to the finished product
as part of the present examination requirements. The Art
Department has developed facilities for ceramics,
photography and fabric printing, Some senior pupils have
successfully completed work experience periods with
professional photegraphers. printers and in the textile
printing industry. Through an awareness of the emdronment,
the Fine Art qualities and skills of drawing. painting and three
dimensional studies naturally reach higher standards and
many pupils have reached very high standards indeed.

With the amount of time spent on  examination
Coursework . there is less time to devote o
competitions, but during the twenty-five years of the school's
history, the At Department has had many achievernents in
competibions, &3 well as much success in examinations and
in further specialist studies at University. Many prizes have
been won in local competitions, and two pupsls won major
prizes. Robert Armstrong won a 2nd prize in an Allreland
poster competition in 1966, Unfortunately Robernt was

Mrs Loww and Roben .ﬂ.rmsrrﬂlg in 1966,
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Alex. Kennedy: “Life Painting™ (1978)
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Joanne Robinson; "Life Study” (1986)
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Iris Mchiee receiving her prize for winning a Eumnpean
art compelition n 1967,

invelved in examinations and was unable to receive his prize
in person. Mrs. Love, Miss McDowell and Robert's mother
travelled te Dublin to collect his prize, which was a week in
Paris for himself and one parent, at a reception in the Royal
Hibernian Hotel. In 1967 Iris McKee won a 1st prize in the M.
lreland area section of a poster competition sponsored by the

Milk Marketing Board. Her poster was then g,
rﬁﬂth:l

finals of a European competition and asaregy b
to Sweden for a week as a guest of the Swﬁd-!.lng v
Samuel Streight and Linda Wilson Were g ish gy, 4
Ulster Road Safety Competition in 1980, I""lr:n&
recent years we have been delighted ta hd
chosen several times from O Level entrants ¢
representing the best work from all aver the OF eghihe
G.CE. examination. Several pupils have had P
Level and some have had further success b lms .~
example, Trevor Coleman is completing » !uam ty=p
course at Birmingham Polytechnic, hay, ‘:hl'.r-ha_.b‘
Degree in Fine Art at the University of (J|gpe, I_nEI] ,gg'aL”*Ec Ir:
Maoore qualified with an Honours Degree B ?.-_l h
and is hoping to take a further Ap Teachers in Iiﬁ:
Margaret Logan has just completed her Hﬂnnurh Dy oy
Interior Design, while Philip Logan gained pe 4. ¢ ;
: J D degy,
and E-..Iﬁl_} 1] .I"'n.l'fhlftﬂi..ll'ﬂ at DLJI'Id-EE Uni*«-‘t‘:rsit!,r A Eog I'E_-
is working in London. Colin Pennock is in e *.;Ec_- Presen
studies at Saint Martin's College of An in Londe. "=
McDowell has completed a foundation course this-_r Cing,
Ulster University and passed with good marks, Ha jfarm._
emigrated with his family to Australia and ing 5 Py
continue with his studies, specialising in h*xtilemdi.t
Joanne Robinson hopes to be admitted this Vi mﬂeu_cr.
Ulster University, while Samuel Thompson cut'lﬂ
studying Architecture at Aberdeen University, Mg,
During twenty-five years the schoal has Presentad
successful plays and musicals, The An Departmen; .
: k T hﬂ]
designed and painted scenery and Props for thesa e
over the years and, with the help of the Home Emm_;_ﬁ
Department, has produced many elaborate e
Unfortunately lack of space has prevented a Wardrobe 4
these costumes being kept, something which hﬁ-i:l:?ﬂ-
regretied many times. Mrs. Love has helped Miss |y, i
Miss McDowell with musical items and also warieg <
dance-drama routines, some of which, perhaps, wil
remembered by many people reading this magazine,

i
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BUSINESS STUDIES

When secondary intermediate schools were established in
Morthemn Ireland, 'Commercial Subjects’ occupied a
prominent place in the ‘curriculum. Ballyclare Secondary
School was no exception, although in 1961 the small
number of pupils did not warrant for a full-scale department.
Fortunately, there was also a Technical School in the town at
that time. It was located on the site now occupied by
McConnell's Funeral Directors on the comer of the Balynure
Road. One of the teachers at the college, Mr. Mark Hunter,
was deployed in the Secondary School on a parttime basis,
However, the demand for commercial subjects expanded
dramatically as the Secondary School grew. Both parents
and pupils, as well as the Principal, Mr. Stirling, became
convinced not only of the academic value of commercial
subjects, but also of their obvious significance.
Fnﬁimfguenw. Mr. Hunter was appointed on a full ime basis
n ;

In those early days Commercial Subjects were
synonymous with the skills of typewriting, shorthand and the
keeping of accounts. The majority of the pupils benefitted
frem the universally recognized RSA accreditations and

2

examination certificates. School leavers were enth usiasticaly
sought after by local employers.

The year 1964 heralded ancther new era. Mr. Jim Pt
became the second fulltime member of the Commen:
Departrment, and Mrs. E. Agnew was also employedin apar
time capacity. The late 1960s and 1970s witnessed fe
continued expansion of Ballyclare Secondary School andthe
subsequent demand for the subjects offered to pupils byt
Commerce Department. During this period three majd
developments took place.

Firstly, Mr. Hunter decided to retire, and Mr. P
succeeded him as Head of Department. EEWT“?‘W-,H"’
names of Miss P. Scott (now Mrs. Kane), Mr. C. Holmes, M -
Waldren and Miss E. Davidson (now Mrs. Alexander) wet
added to the school staff list — all with responsibilty @
teaching Commercial Subjects. The 1980s has 5"?*_‘”"“:_
Kane join the Department in a part-time capacity. Th'“":'t'm
1975 the sound of clattering keyboards disaﬁ:'ﬂﬂ’?d."m_;
Rooms 5and 6in the middle corridor to be heard again i
more luxurious surroundings of the new E““n&..f
comprising Art, Home Economics and Commerce — *



t located on ﬂ‘IrE lul?nﬂmr;j

the changes in D{“ﬂ_ N and personnel. the
apart f’ﬂ,';ﬁmal thinking and philosophy also continued,
P#nfe‘.j enet, Mr. Platt and his colleagues held that aj|
s 8 D ier what their ability, deserved the opportunity
i from the life skills which could be developed
[ pene COUrses offered by the Commerce Department
rouah ';:Emﬂ of its stalf. Consistent with the policy of
and 5= " e best possible opportunity for every individual,
,;I-.ti"’w <taff took note of the demand for external
pepart™e1! ° irses, so that CSE. GCE and RSA syllabuses
pxamind® were adopted and pursued in a manner which
and c‘:“-’fm pupil to achieve his/her maximurm potential, |t
M:;ﬁblbeﬁn_WIefﬂl'E.mit the notion of a Cornmerce
can being synonymous with Typewriting and
Wis both archaic agd ptr:;jun}dant. The title of
5"‘_"'“' dies, which was ado a lew years ago, was
E‘ﬂ! ,inm,fh.s:'unare appropriate. Says Mr. Holmes: “The
ction of achieving ar;_mdﬂ'r!h: ﬂ;m$ recognized by
jon, combl w e very obvious
Hghe? l?ﬂ:|l.l-i..?zhq:iljan:r:nsh'lp- value for all pupils, gives the
yocationa that comprehensive and egalitarian quality. We
{Elwtwpﬂs have benefitted b‘!"’fﬂ“l:l'n'.'irlg Business Studies
s, Many go on to colleges and universities, whilst
are snapped up by lecal employers. tis also pleasing
i note that at leaslhmree F:hmmpuﬁgils h::f:l b-ec;:r;;

Rusiness Studies teachers — Marga oan, Andrea

Reid.”

ﬂf'u:,mme past two years Mr, Platt has gone to take up a
jectureship at the University of Ulster at Jordanstown. His
contribution to the Business Studies Department over twenty
was enarmous. He inspired, encouraged and, in some
ways, cajoled his colleagues through his obsession with hard
work, meticulous preparation and infectious enthusiasm for
classroom teaching. His abiliies were quite unique, and
difficult to define, yet his approach was original without being
gimmicky. He would cajole and drive pupils to as high a
standard as possible. He did not restrict his activities to the
classroom, and  for meny years inspired Ballyclare
Secondary School cross-country teams to great success. He
was succeeded as Head of Business Studies by Mr. Waldron.
In 1983 Mr. Holmes was seconded by the Northemn Ireland
Council for Educational Development, but returned to the
school partime in September 1985. During the next six
months he was involved in setting up the Silvoy Mini
Company, the idea for which originated in the (L.5.A. and
becarmne widely used in schools throughout Morthern Ireland.
The Ballyclare Secondary mini-company was a serious effort
1o integrate enterprise education into the curriculum, with
pupils actively responsible as directors, managers,

Adrian McCormiston (54). Dawn Baird {54} and Hazel
Bouyd (5H).

shareholders, workers and salesmen. The allfemale Board
of Directors was Angela Lenehan (Managing Director),
Susan Letson (Secretary), Alison Montgomery (Marketing
Manager), Amanda Blair and Nicola Loughlin.

Also during the school year 1985/86, the first link course
with Ballyclare High School was established by the Business
Studies Department. The original idea was Mrs. Alexander's,
and as a result seventeen High School pupils joined the
Secondary School R.SA. typing class. Itis hoped to maintain
and strengthen such links in the future.

Other new developments include a course in Word
Processing, with pupils entering Stage 1 of the RS.A
exarnination, which began in September. Another
qualification on offer to some pupils is R.5A. " Background
o Business™, a course similar to Commerce, but with the
emphasis on the application of principles. These new
courses crystalise the view of the Business Studies
Department that cumiculum development is vital. The
government-sponsored training schemes have opened new
dimensions for which Business Studies can provide essential
preparation.

GEOGRAPHY

he Geography Department, like History, did not exist s a
e entity for several years, but formed part of the Social
artment. When it did become a Department in its
it was under the leadership of Mr. Gordon Ward,

Geography until 1981, when he leftto

len (later Mrs. Ferguson). Together they laid the
rouens for future work in this area, and the Department
£aping the benefits of their pioneering activities. Mr.
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Ward and Miss Allen were very much ahead of their time in
seeing the educational advantages to be gained from first
hand practical experience outside the classroom.

The earty venue for the dth year trips was Moneyvart Youth
Hostel, Cushendall, and on several occasions the
Geographers were joined by members of the Science
Department, who were looking at marine bickogy. Over the

rs countless numbers of pupils sampled the delights of
Cushendall. The last trip there was in May 1979. It snowed!
After that the more comfortable surroundings of Bushmills
Residential Centre were used. More recently, rising costs and




Mrs. Davison (Miss Harvey in those days) joinag i

1971, sharing the load with Mr. Ward, Miss A IWPS‘-&H._
and Miss Patricia Holmes (later Mrs. McDanalg ) % E"l‘-._
was taken in 1972 by Miss Roberts. Over the ney 1. Pér,
the school went through a period of rapid Ekp.m;h“ﬂ*-
with the retirement of Mr. Gilmer, Miss Al in o, 2,
commitment to History and Miss Roberts' 1 £, IF S,
Maureen Meill (Mrs. Moare) and Miss Rankin (Mee r. " My
joined the Geography team. Much to his delighy, . "=
now found himselfl the only man in (he & a.™
Department. When he became Senior Teacher. r;:?-!p‘.l
over the running of the Department to Mrs, Davison rs,
elevation coincided with the involvernent of the Depa Whiog,
in what proved o be a major curriculum i“"".:"-'al..:;r:,lr"""
Schoals' Council Geography for the Young Schoa | + Hhe
Project. Over the ned few years Mrs. Davison and Mre £ i
worked closely an this pmjﬁ':"am"wi’*”d‘ra»uum;& i
influenced the direction inwhich the GI_'-I}gr,-]ph}, Depﬂ”j:l;h
was to move. By now Mrs. Helen McConnell hag e 2y
Ballyclare Secondary School. A most enth Usiastc § in
Richard Lide, Desmond McMullan and May Christie on hardwarking member of the sl_1ﬁn+firuJ team, she acpeq 3

the 1972 Geography field trip o Cushendail. Head of Department in Mrs, Davison's absence, Mrs_ Denvisey,
and Mrs. McConnell were joined in 1980 by Mrs J'.'n-r.r:
pressure on teachers’ time in school have meant the MoCQuoid, but within a short time it was “all change" -a-g.]':-
curtailment of the residential field trips, but the work with Mrs. McConnell retiring and Mrs, McQuaid taking up
continues, making use of the local area and venues more  new post nearer home in Cullybackey High Schagl, “:«!:*r-.-:
easily reached. While the school had its own cutcentre at tearn of ‘86 is Mrs. Agnew, Miss MNeill and Mr, 'lelj'i;q]-r
Glenariff, it became the focal points for various field trips, but Dioubtless their pupils will repeat the success of such “golder
although mare comfortable than the youth hostel, it lacked oldies” as Anne Bryson, Andrea McCaughey, Jim Wiksan
the space to work on studies in the evening, Anna McBride, Alistair Beggs and hor McKeown, »

‘i .
/| ! e

0 A4
When the school opened, two Craft teachers were subject was oniginally known as Heavy Craft, as opposed io
appointed. Mr. 5 Crymble from Ashfield Boys' School, A and Light Crafts, and consisted of the teaching o
Belfast, became Head of Department, along with Mr. C. Woodwork, Metalwork and Technical Drawing. Later the
McHnight, whose previous school had been Ballygomartin term Technical Studies” began to appear on
Boys Secondary. During Mr. McKnight's first two years he  documentation relating to the subject, with the introduction
taught General Subjects in addition to Heavy Craft, butasthe  of the use of other materials such as plastics and concrete
enfalment increased, he was required to teach Heavy Crafis into the curriculum. The last change, however, has been the
exclusively. A further increase in the number of pupils meant most radical and has resulted in a completely different
the Depariment had (o be augmented by the appointrment of approach to the subject, which has become design centred,
Mr. M. Adrain from Omegh Secondary Schiool, who was a and pupils have béen encouraged to seek their own solution
metalwork specialist, and Mr. 5. Cross, who came to to practical problems. This has meant that practically all the
Ballyclare from Enniskillen Technical College. The year old methods of teaching the subject have had to be revised
1973 marked a milestone in education. This was the raising and teachers have had to rethink their whaole approach tothe
of the schoal leaving age (ROS.LA) from 15t 16, and this knowledge they wish to impart to the pupil. All this, and the
led to the appointment of ancther member of the intreduction of Technology, has resulted in the Latest tithe for
Department, Mr. |. Boyd, who had been teaching in Strabane the Department — Craft, Design and Technology (CD.T)
Secondary School. These five teachers are still in the schoal, From its inception the Department has catered for pupds
thus making the Departrment, not only one of the largest, but of all abilities. Whilst pupils have always been encouraged b
the only one Lo have remained intact and not lost a member study for examinations, and although examinations are gen
for any reascn. a very high place on the Department's list of pricrities, it isnol
With a depariment of this size, and the amount of practical however the only aim. The main aim has been to give the
work 1o be carmed oul, it became necessary for the pupils some knowledge and experience of working with hand
Department to have the assistance of a workshop technician, and machine tools and various materials, and the confidence
Thus in 1974 Mr. 5 McCalmont was appointed. By his o express their own thoughts in the solution of various
dedication and enthusiasm he has been a great asset lo the design problems in school. Hopefully these skills will be of

Department. practical benefit when the pupils have left school.

Ini m-'lznq,-ﬁw;' ﬂﬂfﬁn Same Ej'gl'lififﬂ-ﬂl Chﬂl'rg_f'ﬁ hawve h’E’EI'I I I:J‘|E- earlier Years, l.:'UFHII'-'! were entered for the 'Cl;',:l"I'.‘ﬂ'E I,"
seen in both the cumiculum and classroom techniques. The Preceptors and Junior Technical Certificate Examinationsin
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and Technical Drawing, followed
work since the C.5.E. Examination bc?;?
Lﬁﬂm i heen a good entry and good results have
pas M er the years many pupils have obtained
ﬂ-ﬂfﬁrﬂﬁjfd-ﬂ Level Graphic Communication. While the
pﬁ‘nﬁ ﬂﬂnuli?j"'”mnbh! pride in the achievermnents af
15'|,n‘:’&m_|.|¢r-r: + can also reflect with no Jitll;e satisfaction that
F‘-'P"H' pupils have, during their time in schoal,
reonal satisfaction and experience, apd
great affection the time they spend during

cralt, Technical Studies or C.D.T. periods.
objective of the Department has been 1o

r m
ﬂﬂ'ﬂf 'ﬁﬂpﬂplm ta EMHE the comminity in order to
iﬂ"’*ﬂ; closer understanding of community sendes.

3

ko parly 1970's u.hengi EhmlLﬁw a need for an
s the Department arme ly imvolved, A
mﬁﬂ"ﬂg houses were looked at. but none fulfilled the
qumber The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry Division,
ﬂutrl‘ﬂ-'“""md and they offered the tenancy of a bungalow
ws PO ave permission 1o erect a dormitory, The
ﬂ%t was asked by Mr, Stiding to undertake the
Craft nd volunteered o design, construct and erect a
work, AN wash and toilet facilites. The plans were
Jormibery and the wooden structure was constructed in
draen "'.:'n the various craft rooms, then transported to the
of boys travelled daily by school mini-bus o
ﬁﬂw'l site, lay the foundations and base and, later, to
FEF“*‘M puilding itself. The building when complete
\sined accommeadation for sideen pupils and two staf.
Al moderm conveniences such as electricity and hot and
l'."l'-'m waler were kﬁﬂdl&d-
Al members of the Department thought this a maost
Lorthhile project, as did those members of the Forestry
Divisson who had been involved, and this led to another

o

A

The area to the frant and side of 1 |
: he cabin was paved, These
5“"-'1“9 slabs were also made in the Project Room, There is no
oubt that this was a considerable achievernent. Mot only
ved at different times, either in the
L‘:ew or in Glenariff, but thouands of visitors have macde
] ew;:bm.and have been made aware of its origins as
me of the school is proudly displayed on it. Had the
economic  siluation not  made any further projects
impossible, the school would have been imolved in a

number of others, such was the Fores Division's sure
and satisfaction with the school's eﬂutr?ls on their tr:hilf.

In 1983/84 Building Skills was introduced as a MEW COUrse
1o give 6th Form boys some experence in brickwork,
concrete and plumbing. The course was very successful in a
number of ways. During the year Mewtownabbey Rotary Club
organized a competition for schools to design a “vandal

The log cabin,
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¢ requiring litle of no maintainance”. This
E:amﬂm;r;ﬁ nE:u:q-:h- with the 6th Form course, and a
design was submitted. The judges wefe 30 |rn_::lre-55:|:d that
the school was awarded 15t Prire. During Iﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂﬁ bwo Seals
were made to this design. One was placed in Cilengormibey
near the (lster Bank and the second is destined for
Ballyclare. It is the intention to produce an additional number
aof these seats for use in the local community.

There is no doubt that the nest e s
many changes in the leaching of C.0 ;ﬁ;!l:vfs'r‘“ﬂ will b,
the process of being implemented with :h; “::t|ﬁ.1.-_- ;|
G.CSE, and it is likely in the near i Toduy, '
become a core subject in the currie

lsre: (. I:“L._'?" -
- Ui, Te M
developments inlo practice,

i is hoped tha, i, Ihr-hn e

distant future, & new suste af craft OO wil
that have served the schoal over its first

In:-pl.w.._r{[LIM Uy
&

e

The bench al f]ll."'ll'.h.'lrl'lﬂl.'y I the cenine of Dhe piehure is The Magor of Mewiseorabiwry, M Cadal M, Crgrnbile iz second from
the AghL.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In May 1961 Mr. Strding and the School Management
Committes appointed Mr. Dennis Scolt and Miss Jennifer
Dickson as PE teachers in Ballyclare Secondary School.
Dwring the summer manths, Mr. Scolt and Miss Dickson
prepaned enthusiastically for the amival of the first pupils in
Septemnber. From the start of the new school year it was
evident that Physical Education in Ballyclare Secondary was
gaing to be an exciting and challenging experience. A lange
qymnasium had just been completed and was filled with
sparkling new equipment. in school assembles My,
Stirling was exoting both staff and pupils o aim for the
highest possible standards. In P.E high expectations of

[

indivichual achievement and tearm success grew as the s
progressed. Even during the first term pupils such as Meran
Turkington, Frank Bennett and Jessie Milliken showed goest
individual ability in PE With team games against othe
schools gefling off the ground, it was evident that the fis
pupils in Ballyclare Secondary would match anybody in the
.jh“ﬂ:r' and enthigiaem for schoaol SOt Such was 0
commitment shown by pupils that during one parcuss
football match Eddie Beggs was reprimanded by M
Meddieton for giving a “'severe tonguing” to.a team mate who
had miskicked when Ballyclare were leading 6-0. At the end
of the year, when M, Scott left 1o take up an appaintment in

_—‘



.. g solid base had been built fior the developrment of
. Lh-E school.
PE IE: amber 1962 Mr. Lyons became the new Head of
S ducation. Straight out of Stranmillis College, he
physic pitious both as a teacher and a coach. At the end of
s ﬂ::;;_r, Dickson also left to get married, and was replaced

Iﬁs&- Jean Harbinson, who proved to be a skilled and
E—nhm‘ﬂﬂt teacher of hockey and netball. The high

wtions, the dermands l_cll leam success and the
witions of both staff and pupils provided all the ingredients
ﬂma F_E. Frﬂgramm ﬂf an elitist nature. TI"_- F'?e"'-lﬂdi'ltiﬂrﬁ
Iurm now laid for a series of outstanding individyal
::hi:bf—'”wm |hr::u.1-!;h-:|ut the sixties and early seventies,
pupils such as Eddie Beggs, Jim McKeown and Torrens
Boyd proved excellent team caplains, with the ability 1o
inspire ﬁ-eqbod!.’ who played with them. The shilled
[ dosmances of others eamed recognition at county,
Fﬁ e I-El"hd intemational lesel. In 15962 |""|.E'J'l.'}|'|"'| Turkjngtﬂ,n
was capped three times for the Northem Ireland Schools’
Football Teamn, while Andrew Holmes and Ronnie Hill
represented the Ulster Schaols in the InterProvincial
Rasketball series. In 1968 Jackie McKeown was selected for
the Ulster Schools Athletic Teamn and Evelyn Penney played
Netball for the Ulster Schools. The following year Robert
Beqgs was picked for the All-lreland Schools (.18 Basketball
Team. 1972 sew John Logan make the Ulster Schools
Basketball Team, while Jill Hill played for the Ulster Schoals
at Hockey. Margaret Dunn ran for Ulster in the Alldreland
Schools Cross-Country Championships. Joan Penney and
Ann Christie were selected for the Ulster Schools Metball
Team in 1973 and 1974 respectively,

In reviewing such a list of individual achievernents, it is
appropriate to pay tribute to the teaching staff in the Physical
Education Department throughout this era. Mr. Lyons, Roy
Millar, June Hunter, Olive McKinley, Diane Caldwell and
Jennifer Dickey all worked extremely hard to help pupils
reach a high level of skill and physical fitness. At present Mr,
Millar's organizational ability and coaching expertise enjoys a
wider forum with the Irish Football Association, while the
drive and enthusiasm displayed by Miss Hunter is now
channelled into running her own business so successfully in
Omagh, Mrs, Caldwell, Mrs. Dickey and Mrs. McHinley, all
now with family responsibilities, still contribute from time Lo
time to the Physical Education programme as substitute
teachers.

elr. Lepons.
e R
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With the evEniual
perhaps inevitabile
examine, not only

loss of so many excellent teachers, it was
lHE'IEI! the PE. Department should re-
et 5 programme, but the philosophy on
-::i.:!?;: it was based. The mid seventies was a time when the

nature of many school Physical Education
Programmes was being questioned and challenged to an
unprecedented extent. Indeed, these were not the only
::E“”m for change to an unprecedented extent. Indeed,

Ei¢ were nol the only pressures for change to be
expenenced by the middle of the decade. There was the
Iﬁsure_ r1"‘|:f“3'5"‘3"'"- with all the demands on physical
educationalists to prepare young people for increasing
leisure. In the wider context of education, curriculum change
had become the obsession of the time. Appraisal in other
subjects started with an explicit statement of aims and
objectives, and from this contet and method were
supposed to spring. Physical Education was no exception. In
Ballyclare Secondary the P.E. Department faced the task,
first by speculating on the general principhes and elucidating
the philosophical foundations of the subject. This led to a
redefiniion of aims and objectives, which in tum had far-
reaching implications for the Physical Education
[PROQranmnmie.

Before considering these implications it should be said
that the appointment of Mr, Blair and Mrs. Campbell fresh
from college in 1976 could hardly have happenad at a maore
appropriate time. Both brought to Ballyclare Secondary a
detailed knewledge of current trends and changes which
were taking place in Physical Education.

In the sixties and early seventies the P.E Department had
laid great emphasis on its responsibility to promote physical
fitness and health. It had exerted a constant dermand on
pupils for the perfection of pre-designated skills and
activities, On the other hand, it had neglected pupils
personal cholce and their need to sustain enjoyment and
interest in physical activities. The emphasis had been placed
quite firmly on preparing pupils to perfarm skillfully in schoal
tearns and ensuring that they conformed to the norms and
standards required. The most talented pupils were given the
maost coaching. Evaluation was a process of comparison
between pupils which inevitably resulted in a rank order, Pupil
choice and the need for 2 wider range of activities to match
their interests were sacrificed on the altar of team success.
For those puplls who were unable to find places on schoal
teams, constructive and creative use of leisure in post-school
life was an unlikely outcome of the P.E programme.

The new programme of the [ate seventies was an attempd
to bring about change in several ways. A wider range of
activities was to be offered. There was to be more opportunity
for pupil choice. Block teaching was intreduced throughout
all age groups, followed by off-site activities for senior pupils,
aimed at widening their range of recrealive skills. In
evaluation emphasis changed from comparison bebween
pupils to encouraging pupils to compare their present
attainrment and peformance levels with their cwn results in
presicus tests.

These changes were given a fresh impetus in 1979 when
three additional P.E. staff, Mr, Billy McAlister, Miss Whittock
and Miss Meill were appointed. This improvement in staff-
pupil ratio allowed the school to have six Physical Education
specialists, and widened further the range of physical
education activities on offer, In the eighties, pupils’ choice of
activiies has improved considerably, although financial
cutbacks have restricted the development of squash and
wehght-raining. For example, boys in the eighties ane taught
the basic skills in rugby, soccer, basketball and hockey. They
learn to swim and have some cpponunity to paricipate in
squash, badminton, weighttraining. athletics and tennis.
Enjoyment is an essential ingredient of to-day's PE.
programme, but it does not preciude effort (physical and
mental), with due attention paid to standards of skill, fitness




and health. As a result, two seasons ago Michael Harvey,
Migel French and Peter Brownlee were selected to play for
the Morth Eastern Schools Baskethall Team while Darren
Maoore was picked for the Morthem Ireland Schools Football
Team.

The new approach to P.E. teaching is about setting tasks. It
does not imply complete freedom through laissezfaire
leadership, but rather a balance of freedom and order. While
authoritarianism has diminished, there is no room for the
abdication by Physical Education teachers of authority. In the

senior school, the options programme demands 1,
submit themsehves to tasks which, within a fram
physical activity, develop attitudes and abilities cq
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their own personal development. In this way the '-'-:'!:urn:f_.
Physical Education programme provides pupils i;;:;,,_

means of spending their leisure time CONStruey 3
Furthermore, b,} improving the levels of skill ang “[I‘ll'-'q-s Vel
pupils, Physical Education makes a unique cmlnb;,“_ﬂ“
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CAREERS

the educational process.

For many parents and other readers of this magazine the
idea of institutionalized careers guidance did not exist in their
school days. This notion is comparatively new. For that
reason an informed background to the development of
guidance in secondary schools might be useful.

When one looks back to the eardy public schools in
England, the Headmaster played a prominent role in the
guidance of the pupils. Later, after the passing of the 1902
Education Act, many of the new secondary schools werne
located in the growing industrial centres, Once again, the
Head of the school was confronted with the problem of

Bl W -
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placing pupils in employment. Thus the notion of fh,
“careers leacher” can be traced to the turn of the century. By
the 1930s most schools had begun 1o appoint a “caress
master” or “careers mistress” who, in addition to the
ordinary teaching work, was charged with the duty of finding
suitable jobs for the school leavers. Of course, at a time of
scarce opportunities and little prosperity, the young peaple
did not enjoy the luxury of ‘choosing’ a job or career. Rather it
was a case of securing gainful activity for a meagre income.
This narrow approach tovocational guidance was based on a
single interview, as a result of which the pupil was placed in
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Mr Holmes {centre) with Mr, Cross, Miss McWilliam, Mrs. Baxter of the P.1A and Mr. Dauvis, the Careers Qjficer, at the
school’s Caneers Convention in 15575
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atmarket. Cornpared with to-day's orientation,
#en'f‘w]":;snn had very little say inthe transition decision,
nd in 1957 a consultative body under

ti'-'l'.1 porther™ :;fm]_m-d Coleraine was set up. The Cnleram
Ms regpﬂnsitlll! for the recommendation 1o
[M,W"' youth Employment Service under the

i ur and MNational Service to help with
Wity quidance in schools. In their repont it was stated
w00 . iew the Youth Employment Service must be
wt"h 25 a social service. Choosing a job is the first
qecision that young people have to make on
m,,;.wlﬂth it may well be the most important decision
e 70 in theirlives. The greater part of conscious lfe
thatmat Wk' Hurman hﬂPFiI'TESE and ‘_-'.|’__‘ﬂ,‘|a| health alike
Ergef'_-' depend upon the attitude of the individual to hjs

work ¢ o tline makes it clear that vocational quidance

Wm;;l:;fed as a peripheral function of the school at the
wes pallyclare Secondary opened its doors in 1961. With
ame ined efforts of Mr. Sluﬂmg_, and the Youth
MW':O”HI Service, the new armivals in the school were
EmP 4 of a guidance safety net. From the point of view of

Youth Employment Senvice, all those associated with the

would be anxious to acknowledge their gratitude to
mﬁdll: pavisand Miss R. Hall, who not only made a substantial
M| impact on the early development of Ballyclare
Eecondary, but also left a lasting personal impression on
cupils, teachers and employers.

From the beginning of the school, Mr. Stirling signalled his
pasitive attitude to guidance by appainting Miss J. McDowell
and Mr. D. Metcalfe as the teachers with responsibility for this
- artant work. The 1960s was a period of commercial and
industrial growth in Morthem lreland. Ballyclare was no
exception. Consequently, vocational guidance was not just a
matier of “fitting faces to jobs™ or simple talent-matching,
Rather, there was a variety of opportunities available to
choose from. As a reflection of these more prosperous socio-
sconomic conditions the narrow concept of vocational

was replaced by the more visionary approach of
careers guidance. Miss McDowell's programme adopted the
broader role of information giving — keeping pupil records,
amenging occasional talks, pupil interviews, liaison with
Youth Employment Officers and cultivating contacts with
local employers. The pupils were expected to take on a less
passive role by actively exploring the information sources
being made available. They themselves were given the
opportunity to exercise greater autonomy and choice over
their eventual career choices. In 1977 Miss McDowell retired
from lw:l'ul;:g Having left behind the legacy of an excellent
feundation for careers education in Ballyclare Secondary
Sd;nﬂ. she is worthy of the highest tribute.
ollowing Miss McDowell's departure and the promotion
of Mr. Metcalfe to the Head of the Science Department, Mr. C.
S. Holmes and Miss M. McWilliam were asked to take
m for this most important curricular area. Later
= Davison (now Mrs, E. Alexander) became involved,
and continues to make a valuable contribution. The new
w““"’m memptad to take advantage of mneﬁ%::n
ek ing in the field of careers education. This
Wﬂammch rejects the apparently isolated and
relatively sudden event implicit in the talent:matching model
mﬂﬂh quickly choase a job and abruptly move to work.
+ fareer choice is now regarded as a developmental
H;H!'HI which begins much earlier, Consequently, in
begins in ﬁﬁ__ﬂﬂdﬂr}' School, the careers programme
; QFrm.,
*E:ﬂﬁmmble for careers provision is planned and
around four main components:

Hﬁ?]ﬁf:mmum Through counselling, discussion and
the children are led to a discovery and

L.__

Amanda Blair {right) during her Wark Experience
Week last year in the dental surgery of the local Health
Cenire.

understanding of their own strengths and weaknesses.

(i) Occupational awareness: A plethara of activities is
aranged so that the pupils become more accurately aware
of the real world of work. Examples include industrial visits,
career talks, work experience, television, video programmes
and class discussion.

(lii) Decision-making: Information alone is insufficient to
equip pupils to reach a career choice, They must have some
idea of the skills by which to reach a fruitful decision.

(iv) General life skills related to transition preparation:
Here maost other subjects make a significant contribution.
For example, in the Commerce class the pupils can find out
about buying a house or the pros and cons of renting versus
buying. In the English lessons they are given a
comprehensive education in formHilling or writing letters of
application. The Careers Department itself does much to
prepare the boys and girls in, for example, intendiew
techniques or using the telephone to obtain information
about employrment and training.

With the pupil at the centre of the education process,
Ballyclare Secondary School must continue to ensure the
adequacy and relevancy of its provision. This can only be
achieved by taking into account the current trends which are
emerging in post-16 opportunities. These may include 6th
Form, further education, training schemes, self-employment
and/or, alas, periods of unemployment. In future the Careers
Department will not be the only major  provider of
information and guidance. Instead, ALL teachers will make a
contribution as they teach their own subject. The Class and
Year Teachers will be expected to taken on a co-ordinating
role to ensure that there aren't any gaps in the information.
advice and guidance being put across to the pup!ls. In _ﬂ-ue
immediate months and years the careers staff will still retaina
specialist advice role, but will facilitate teachers as well as
pupils. They will be a con sultant resource in terms ul
employment trends, qualifications and library rr:atb_nal.lnlhls
way careers guidance will become fully integrated into every
classroom, should be given a top pricrity by every subject
teacher and reflect the overall curriculum policy as set out by

the Headmaster.
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Anotly aliter i was aecided o prodiece 2 celebralon;
fmagazine, an appeai was faunched for photographs -.'-'."
peopde &nd eents in v hisdony of the schosl. There was
an  oderuielening  fesponse Literally heendieds wene
FECE |'|'|'.f_ and as T 5 [ROS5 OlE aes® Dien Imdiriect [
the text throughout The magazine. Howweer, | seemed
rather & iy nof o meehitsh as many as possitde of thoss
that remained. Thus it was decided (o devole some pages
jusl o photograpns. Here ey are,
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The lwo pictures at the lop of the page show. o0 I e
Eileen Wilsan, Jagee Nenny and Elizabeth Mol s
and, on the right, other members of 2A o U R
outing to Ballygalley in 1968 Middie let Fighlts
Clarke o a History field bip in Juns {967, Boton =
Are Six oundg ladies i the outcenine at Parkmore ! e
mid-seveniies, Ahope Mr Adrain, Miss Ml 'I"h
Manlin ), Mrs. Melcalle and Miss Smith on the it i

Cluls trip to bhe Sperrires 0 f a7
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(oalmouth action i the last
o the annual fidtures

sewern Unily Bogs Club

and allyclare Secendary on
fhe Socper Club's Inp Lo
,'_:'l."l':l:-.!i' fn 1980

-

,;::::-lr of football 5 AllYime

,ng"‘;rb meet at Anfield on the
L J A HI."I"I-"It Ll |

r1l'+'.i:.f feelfils his ﬁl:'r:f"r:?'IM

Arm ||:!.I[I|';| f"iy megtin i

IE.uI.'L,cf:'rIu: Z‘?q:mrﬂafi, 5

regendary star, Stepen (iass.
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The lasl faretvetl The lads
fresh from the War On Wand
<hiop, ,“||_'r|m'|.|' an e stops of
Lt Alfcia Haodel befare
leaving Liverpool af the erd
of the Socoer Clulys g i
||Fm. -I.'i.'llr [{u} II'HII” |'|I|-..'l_| are
Paerrnan Laird, Jeffrcy Craan
Pacd Morgoreriy, e Alicra
Hotel doormarn, Mr. Todd.
Hugh Henter, CTarke Jenkins
and Steven Ol ass
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The first funetion held by the Communily Senvice Group on 27th February 1973, Margaret Kitson, Lynn McDowell Jennifer
Fullerton and Mary Mcliwaine serve supper fo senior cilizens after a wisit to the schoal musical.

A

Girls from the Community Service Group pictured belore the annual delivery of Chrisimas hampers (o focal old people in
December 976
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Audrey Bryson, Alison Baxter, Mrs, Moore, Rith Kirk and Sandra Weatherup pictured at
Belfast Cily Hall, where the girls received thelr Duke of Edinburgh Silver Awards in 1977,

Linda Wilson and I Streight in 1980 when they
compeiiiion

Pictured af the prizegiving (n Decernber PRECL from feft [o gl ane Jacgoeline MeAfee
(Shield for Public Speaking), James Ellison (Drama Cup) and Denise Martin {French
Ciip)

Janetle Meeson (et Tracy Ireland and Mrs. MeMally meet the | o Mavor of Dublin and
other digritares in 1983 after the girls” essays an eross-dorder co-operation won books

and L2590 for the school
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Gary Wallace, Steven Watts and Michael Alexander on Alison Baxter and Ruth Kirk {again!) at the Yough Clut
the Youth Club wisit to the Molor Show al the King's Cake Sale in "Maretlas™ o raise money for club
Hall. Belfast, in 1977. in 1977,

fungds

Colin Surgenor plays guinea-pig at a Youth Club hairstyling seszion in 1982 Others pictured include Canol Barkley, Jane
Cameron ard Laorra Hamill
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Way Out West™, In [958,

Jim Finlay and Kathleen McMee in the 1969
production, “Trouble in Baghdad ™.

Jirm Wright as “Tin Man " in "The Wizard of

o (1971)
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Above are [wo pictures from one of the earliest scheood
sports Days, Alas, we cannot identify the competitors
Left are wo competitors, Jonathan Drummand and
Mark Sempey, from the 1985 Sports Day. Bottom left
Mr. Waldron and Drew Strance tussle for the ball inthe
1576 Staff v Pupils soccer match. Bottomn right is the
ladies’ staff hockey team before they took the field to
pay the male staff alse 1976, "Age shall not w eany
them". Modesty forbids mention of the young man
who scomed the uinning goal.
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OcCTION ©

The tradition of sporting competition with other schools
developed quickly in Ballyclare Secondany. It was socon
realised that interschool competition could make an
tmportar connbulion o the informal cumicwlum of the
school, A wide and varied range of activities evolved, and
continues to expand today Spodt generally means being
part of a team; it means acceptance by one's peers: it
means being counted on o play a part to the advantage of
the team as a whole; it means sharing the feam'’s
successes and disappointments; It means working for
others and nol just with them, In today's climate, where
spont throwghout the world is disfigured by bad manners
and molives other than winning fainy, it is in schools that
the true meaning of sport can best be instilled. Staff and
pupils can work together to achieve common goals and
engage in activities which provide enjoyment for both.
This section of the magazine looks al the triumphs of the
sporting stars of the last twentyfive years. Howeuver, it isnot
Just a tribute o them, but to all who have simply taken
part.

Ovee the Moon, brian
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time the disappointment was t Y Were Ao,
d almost from the Ister Cup by Ballynahj ted jp,
Although b‘:""_l:ﬂba:,ll-r?:tﬁ) i}:l gaﬁjf 64 5&353&51{3;;5;;;; ?ani? riquﬁt?;;g thgt Egaﬁnr:}?;:t?iﬁzqsfundawu;ih*mir,.
school opened, it was titions. It was to such as Clive Mmber o %0l 3"
were entered for leagt SPECL L won by the Scmuf" Er:ﬁr;hd Philips and Jirm p.EfnT PSON, Mighat "”’“@T,hf
before the first bask tside shooting throughout the the ebullient John Logan, 5 5 0t the gy, M0,
Thanks to some excellent ou d the rebounding of Bobby wajd‘ tinction of playing f, e o “"--1':13Df U
season by Rodney MIEM":LH player, the East Antrim mem:-nngmd pIEyE!I:s gm :r Dfi:le Ulater_ Under { Ehm"fﬂi
Rankin, perhaps the teamme Under 15 side, coached by Mr. uﬁfm mﬂ;wgn only one trophy b{; STL_'rDrme o the g0y
Senior League Wa?‘w"? Brian Turkington, Wi swas:an School 53-49 in the County ;*nntq g D'—'ﬁl‘nuw&:‘:ﬁ'ﬁt
Lyons and Capta'n;d b;n : There followed two lean seam: M Cup Fing, gy
excellent passer of the Under 14s and Mr. Lyons Under lost the senrvices of Eddi  athough the (g
In 1967/68 Mr. Millar's Antrim Cups. Bothteamswent  who los . : 12 Pogle, Danig pe ¥ 1
155 won their respective E?SIquing season. The Under 15s. John Legan, did reach the Cnunt\f Ant ""C-arg
e [0

oM Qe ang

o su:*::ﬂs;_rg players were Jackie McKeown, the égr?ﬁifa s e 2B 1y Llsnaga“'e:p il
anicl : :

o DTE aker, Tom Gilmore, again won the Cup, 1974/75 saw the basketball fort
9k anddp ay{rgs beat Larkfield Secondary School in the with the new Under 13 side, Th -aj-;nes e Schog)
while the Cnder Schools' Cup. The Under 16s’ triumph was R T ot ahton &k <Y alone of the three ye h
final of the Ulster e ﬁmer sides in the competition which ope: : I’ chieved success.mm%ham
nace wmf’éﬂr;c::.m{:zraallyflare]ads. It was the first time made an early exit from the Ulster Cup, th the,
were a year older

: ; Antrim League, and it was obvious that w“"“&ﬁa

a team from the sr:f:lnc:l ?::mgcﬁ:}-;rz aagﬂ:irrﬁzﬁp?gr had quite a bit of skill, which their fuach,ﬁ:fﬂn?“g:ﬁﬂi
largely becauseloflllts tﬁas ects of the game, a brilliant to dn?velap- Wesley Murray, Garth Fenning ang .a:b‘e
example, was skilful in a Em uncanny accuracy, while Rankin were the team's stars. This squad Continued b-:m
dribbler, who could shoot wi the best basketballer ever contention for trophies for the rest of their time at schog in
Robert Beggs waSI arg;zsgnda School. Mr. Lyons, the although they Cam!? t:lﬂsle on several OCCasions, mE}'ﬂlht:
Py e e = Tad goodateam  again matched their achieverents as Under 13 ™"
coach, reckons that the school ha The early eighties brought a new Set of topcly,
as this one. th more years before another trnph}f Was basketballers to the EIIL‘hDI:Jr..[I'I 1980/81 I""Lr.McJ"diSler'sthH.
It was to be rETg?I /72, saw Mr. Lyons' Under 15 team, 14s won the Mid-Antrim League, with CONSistent
won. Tjwat seasc;. A ii-r:n:..rd and Lloyd Carmichael, win the performances mruugh_ﬂut the season from John Boyd an
E:f:t:m:en? cﬁg\zﬂnd East Antrim League. Their biggest Colin Blake. The following year the same tearn went on to i

Millan "o et
1968/69 Ulster School's Cup winners. Back rowr M. Ml Jint DU

Perhaps the school’s best ever Baskethall team, the McGookir
. Crow| i
gs. Mr. Lyons. Front row: T. Gilmore, .. McKeouwn, R. Hill (Captain), W. Mc

Robinson, 4 McKeown, R




North-Eastem Schools’ Senior Cup and the Mid-Antrim
the East Antrim Senior Leagues. This hat-trick of trophies in
and season was an outstanding achievement for Mr.
::Hi ster's boys, reflecting the enormous amount of practice

putin. The same year, 1981/82, Mr. Blair's Under 13s,a
mm“hith included Migel French and Michael Harvey, were
gm:ad enought to finish the season as North-Eastern Schools”
“nd East Antrim League winners. This same squad, now
coached by Mr. Lyons, and including Peter Brownlee, Keith

las and Alister Auld, really hit top form again in
10684/85. After training and competing well all season, they
defeated Magherafelt High School 36-33 in a tight play-off
game 10 become MNorth Eastem Schools’ Under 16

mpions.
dﬂme of the most pleasing features of the way in which the
gasketball Club has been run since the early days of the
sehool has been the encouragement offered to members to
continue playing the game after they have left schoaol. With
this in mind, Mr. Lyons, many years ago now, set up the
Ballyclare Royals, a basketball team for former pupils.
Recently the Royals Club has been reconstituted, with Mr.
McGuigan and Torrens Boyd helping to coach the players,

o
e L
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M. Blair and the Norh-Eastern Under 13 Basketball
Champions 1981/82.

—

e

Mr. McAlister and the 1981/82 allconquering Under 15 Basketballers, who won three trophies that season. The leam
captain is John Boyd.

-

_ Since the school opened, hockey has proved to be the
_"n'ﬂﬂpﬂpular sport for girls. Over twenty-five years there have
oy number of team successes, but surprisingly, despite
- enthisiasm of the girls, it wasn't until 1969,70 that the
;-_.ﬂ'lml l:I.ail'l'_lEu:I its first trophy, when the Under 14 XIwonthe
| _,,;mc"‘“'lf Antrim Schools' tournament. Coached by Miss Allen
Mrs. Todd, the girls stormed to victory by beating all the
m“““dﬂw schools in the area. With the confidence
*d from this success, the Under 14s made good
in the Junior Cup, a competition open to all
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secondary and grammar schools in the Province, In the 1st
round Ballyclare swept to an BD victory over Rathmore
Convent, and then disposed of near neighbours, Ballyclare
High School 4-1 in round two. By beating Ashfield 3-1, the
Under 14s found themselves in the gquarterfinals. Their
opponents, the Girls' Model, Belfast, proved tough
opposition, and although Ballyclare won 2:0, they had cause
to be grateful to goalkeeper, Lorna Hill. The expected tight
match with Dalriada High School in the semifinal did not
materialise, and another 80 victory put Ballyclare through to
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Mater Junior Hockey Cup winmers 1970, Back row: Miss Allen, Emma Beggs, Jamne Todd, Lorma Hill, Marbeth Strange, lreng

Montgomery, Many Crothers, Miss Longstall. Front row: Lavinia McAllister, Eunice McComb, Elaine Knox, &I Hifl {Captain)
Audrey Bonnes, Loma Sonnes, -

: ey
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the final. On 20th March 1970, the Under 145 took the field at
Dixon Park, Belfast, against 58 Dominic's for whet proved o
b their toughest match in the entire competition. The score
at half-tire was 00, but ten minutes into the second half
Ballyclare forced a comer. Marbeth Strange took it, and Jill
Hill drowve the ball hame, 'With half-backs, Irene Montgormeny
and Elaine Knox, showing top form, Ballyclare dominated
the rest of the game and deservedly became Junior Cup
winners, 1970, The hard work and dedication shown by all
the qirls, with coaching from Miss Allen and Miss Longstaff,
had paid off in the end.

In 1971/ 72 interest was focused on the progress of the 1st
Xl. The team, captained by Jill Hill and inspired by Emma
Beqggs, obvioushy benefitted from the coaching course which
many of the girls had attended at Orangefield the previous
summer, for they started off the season by winning the
Bangor G-a-side toumament. As the team progressed in the
early stages of the McDowsll Cup, Jill Hill and kene
Montgomery were selected for Ulster trials, and 8 determined
team reached the semifinals. Their opponents were also
their neighbours, Ballyclare High School, and a 3-0 victory
gave them a place in the final against St. Dominic’s, Belfast.
The Ballyclare girls dominated the final throughout, but in
the end they had to setibe for a 1-1 draw, Lavinia McAllister
sconing from a great solo effort. The 15t X1 continued their
good form right to the end of the season, finishing runners-
up in the Antrim “Sixes”, and sharing the Workman Cup,
awarded annually to the school's best team, with the Under
15 basketballers.

The achievemnents of these girls in the early seventies has
often obscured the effants of other schoal hockey teams, but

—

it should be noted that several other Ballyclare Secondan,
sides tock the field regulary every Saturday moming, and
while they may not have won every match, they did show
great enthusiasm for the game, In 1972/73 the Ist ¥
benefitted from having six of the girfls from the predous
season s successful side retumn to school. They won 19 of
their 23 matches, with Audrey Bonnes scoring 26 of their 58
goals. The McDowell Cup final was reached agadn, but ths
time without a8 successful outcome, althowgh Jill HE was
selected for Ulster Schools, The "golden age™ of hockey
came 1o an end in 197475 when the 150 X ware beaten in
the semifinal of the McDowell Cup.

By the late seventies a new hatch of coaches had joined the
staff of the school, Mrs. W. Campbell, Miss Whitlock and
later, Miss Meill had replaced Mrs. Dickey and Mrs. Caldwetin
the P.E. Department. In 197879 the Under 14 X provedio
be Ballyclare's strongest team. With Alison Moore and
Roberta McCammond leading the attack, they rarely jost 8
match. After beating the powerful BRA. side in the d
round of the Junior Cup. the Under 145 were defeated for
only time that season in the quarterfinal.

The continuing popularity of hockey was emphasised I
1979/ B0 when the school regularly fielded six teams =3 =
and 2nd XI, Under 14A and B Xls, an Under 13 X1 anc oy
Under 12 X1, Ruth Kirk captainedthe 15tX!tothe quater 7%
of the MeDowell Cup. With Linda Wilsen, Cathy Uprasior
and Jackie Bell spearheading the attack, Ballyclare "”'-"’w;
with Omagh Academy at home, but lost I the r:;:.l ’
However, their dedication to hockey brought great €
the school. Ruth Kirk's reward was to be selected for the
Lllster trial.
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1982/83 Ballyclare brought home the ve
i he S rom the Aniim "Sixes”. With Michele
eSO Joals and Alison Moore, Roberta McCammond
#':Tﬁsﬂ" mcCrea showing the way, they won their section
ﬁrﬁﬂﬂ’ﬁ'- and went on to beat Ballymena Academy in the
ﬁ""'c'r;“ recent years hockey has continued to grow in
gy within the school. With the formation of area
Pq’lmgid,, such as Alison Moore, Roberta McCammoand,
ﬁmmer and Louise McConkey have found themsebves
gt hmr:dd[dﬂr n::;:ﬁ and ai::‘.lu.iftir‘rgd mlcrns.ehss.b:ell
Lol [TILC er and more experienced plavers. Roberia
against mond brought the most recent hq}cha: honour to
Ralyclare Secondary M'IE!'I in 1981 /82 she was selected for
ihe Morth-Eastern area side. In the last few years several
palyciare girls have attended courses at Orangefield, where
have received excelient coaching and had a kot of fun as
el With continued hard work and commitment from all the
. kmern:::l‘twen'r:.-f;ut years could prove evem mone fruitful
ghan the past twenty-five.

Hockey for boys was first played seriously in the 1977/78
season. A group of 3rd Years competed in the Femris Cup, a
competition open to all hockey-playing schools in Ulster. For
a first atternpt, it worked quite well, and the Ballyclare lads
certainly didn't disgrace themsebves in such distinguished
company as R.B.AL B.RA and Bangor Grammar School.

The following season the team was kept together, and
entered for the prestigious Under 15 Richardson Cup.
Ballyclare were beaten 1.3 away to Strabane Grammar
School in the 2nd round, but with better finishing could have
achieved a more favourable result.

Some “stars” of this first boys” hockey team were lan Todd,
Paul Logan, el Wallace and MNorman Carmichael. Both
Wallace and Carmichael still play hockey regularly for the
local club side, Parkview

In micre recent years boys' hockey teams have continued
ta be entered for the Ferris Cup and Prior Shield, an Under 17
competition. More boys have gone on to play for Parkodes,
notably Paul and Michael Harvey and, more recently, Armold
Todd, who made the 1st X last season.

R S

Four pictures of the school's best-ever Hockey bearm. Top lefl, a5 Oader 1358 in 1964, they are ahown wailh the Ceorge Dodds
. Pictured top right are the girts who won the Coran Cuprin 197 1. Bollorn befl, e ginls on four im Mendal, Curmbria, in
1972 the same pear as they won the Bangor “Sices” taurrament (Bxdfban fig'all
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Soccer as an interschool sport was introduced in
Ballyclare Secondary right from the start. It proved o be
extremely popular with boys of all ages, and by the 1963/64
season four teams — Minors (Under 12), Juniars {(Under 1.3),
Interrmediates (Under 14) and Seniors {Under 13) — were
operating regularly in East Antrim League and Cup
competitions. Over the years since then not every age-group
has been offered soccer, as the games programme has
expanded to give pupils a taste of as wide a range of sporting
activities as possible. However, since the early seventies an
Under 16 teamn has operated, and it is unusual since then for
there to have been a season when at least three school teams
have not taken the field.

It was in the third year of the school's life that the first
rophies were won. The Under 12s, coached by Mr,
Middleton, caplained by lan Glenn and inspired by left-back,
Colin Todd, won the East Antrim Cup, beating Greenland
Secondary School in the final at Dixon Park. Later the same
evening Mr. McClelland's Under 14s won their respective
East Antrim Cup. Captained by righthalf Eddie Beggs and
prompted from midfield by Pat McCourt. a future Ballyclare
Comrades player and manager, this side was one of the
schiools outstanding bearms.

The second hall of the decade saw a number of trophies
won by the school's footballers. Perhaps the most pleasing
triumnph was that of Mr. Lyons’ 1965/66 Under 15 team.
Their very first match in school colours four years earlier had
been a disaster for thern, for they lost 1-10 at Greenland.
Mow, at the end of their fourth season in inter-school soccer,
they became the first Ballyclare team to win a League
Championship. One of the reasons for the improvement was
their willingness to leam from their mistakes. Another was
the arrival in school in 1964 of Johnny Elliott from Ballymena

Boys Secondary. An jng .1
devastating partnership mmﬁsﬁ::rl' J‘Jhnn}- i
MecGookin, MR ang gy, e
The |IE-EI?|.'IEE SEA50N WAL 5 g0od & DF"I'_'r_ E-I'r:
14s. Skippered by Wynard Higging :ilfur-"'u_,umar :
WETE a priceless assef jn mid['re.lﬁ Ofithg, Slng,
competent goalkeeper in Jackie Mq“‘"-‘ tearm, iney "1:-4;
centrehalf in Sam Fee. Another Me Feown and h""'&d .
Montgomery, later had a trial with Preqy . < the siq "ty
the English First Division. It came 5 " oMt Eng - b
lads won the East Antrim LMJUE" a_:dm SUrprisy Ilhlﬂr‘
the East Antrirn Senior Cup, the same ve.. | Eﬁﬂxﬁﬂr"“ T
Under 13 team, which included Fr;"‘“’_asmnhq:"}%
Penny and Redney Turkington, waon u""ila Lmrirru:r h':r"'
It was to be some vears before a Eﬂfj“ ﬁ‘m”“'f:-.pf
another soccer trophy, but the 1973/7 Velare 1oy, P
beginning of a foctball revival, The 'Lln:j 4 s .*.a-...-lllm:'rI
Mr. Todd, won the East Antrim ¢ 12, cﬂﬂ-&wﬁ
Greenland was contested in Eplr_ndii; e finai B ;
Rankin's boys at Dixon Park, Rankin was t-*e-Th-ie by {ial-.:ﬂ
school's best soccer captains during hi...'.'-l'-“ 'Z'nr.-u{tnr:
Secondary, before he emigrated 1o &na'da'."'"} - E"'"}":lar;
sign of the improvement in standards -..,-asua.llgﬁ
John Busby of the Under 16 team for the N @ Selecon of
Schoolboy squad, and Colin Crawford (jaye "™ Febng
seasons with Sunderland F.C.) and Gerald 0 Spend pyy,
Under 14 side for the East Antrim District :.;I'Enhn
The 1974/75 season saw Graham Rankin's «
Under 13s, win the East Antrim League, and ne sde, noy
achieve a unique “double” when l:hu:-yf-:._-r;l; | ng"u‘"h'h"m
the Cup Final. During the course of that “ﬂ;mﬁ'@ﬁﬁm
13s set up another record, taking their ;..-,t.f:t?: Aindey
twenty-three games, the best ever by a Ballyclare mﬂnﬁg

El:f-h:

The 1963/64 (nder [4 East Antrim Cup winners. Back row: Mr. McCletland, T, Henny. 0. Sul
Fenton, Mr. Lyons. Frond row: L McoConneil, E. McGookin, B. Reid, E. Beggs. P. McCourt.
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The 196768 Lnder 14 East
Anirim Leagiee winmers.
Back row: Mr, Millar, D
Beattie, & Monigomeny. .1
Fobinson, S McKeown, K
Moore, T. Gilmore, Mr, Lyons
Front rour J Monlgomeny, 5.
Fee, W. Higgins {Captain), A
Penny, 5 Turkingion.

League-winning side contained a number of good players
fike Steven Llass, Junior” Higgins, Jeffrey Crone and Hugh
Huniter, and their goabkesper, (el McCabe, was possibly the
sehool's best ever, but their best feature was the excellenee of
their teamwork. They remained unchanged in personnel for
three years, developing a shie based on sound defence,
quick, decisive breaks and an excellent understanding of
each ather's strengths and weaknesses, b 197576 they
reached their thind successiee Cup Fimal, and Glass, Crone,
Hunter and John Blair were selected for East Antrimn
Schools. That same season the Under 16s, under thair new
coach, Mr. Todd, also reached the Cup Final, ondy 1o lose to
Greenland. However, there was reason to celebrate, even in
defeat, for this team, which included such stahwarts as Colin
Creaford, Jim Gault, Migel Beattie and Alan Hunter, had won
pnly three games in the previous four years, The skipper,
Gerald Jendins, went on to help organise the successful "0ld
Bos” teamn which played betwesn 1982 and 1984,

Although the school produced several fine footballers over
thee next few years (Jackic Bell and Brign Rormer sprimg
immediately 1o mind), it was to be 1980/81 before ancther
trophy was won. The Under-15 team of that vear, coached by
Mr. Todd and skippered by Temy Bell, became only the
second team in the school's history to win & League title a
this level, when they ended & maneellous year as Mid-Antrim
champions. They had kess than their full complement of
really skl players, although Bell, Mgel Hurst and Jim
Buchanan were talented boys, but they did have a great tearm
spirit. which saw them throwgh some tough matches,
especially the |league playolf agaimst Cullybackey High
Sihool, Bachanan was a year younger than the other Bnsin
this side, and im 1982/83 he captained Mr. Todd's Under 16s
o the Mid-Antrien League tithe. The team included soveral
enthusiastic players. such as Norman Higgins inthe centre of
the defence, Danmy McFall and Colin Blake in midiield, and
the unpredictable siriker, James Wilson It was nice to see

The 96368 Under 13 East
Antrim Cup winners Back
mew Mr. Middielon.
Higgins, B Turkington, A
Mummay. L Barclay, W
rarguharn, W MoClean, R
Jenkins, Middle e S
turdoch, P Frizzell, E
Lowrimer {Captain). K
MeGaokin, B Penng. Front
et 5 Comdee, [ Cilass, J
Black, T, Fergquson
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these boys win a trophy in their last season at schoel, for they
had come so close in earlier years, notablyin 1979/80, when
they were beaten in the Mid-Antrim Under 13 Cup Final, and
in 1981/82 when, after a really fine season of attacking
football, they lost narrowly in the Mid-Antrim Under 15
League Play-off.

The most recent success came in the 1984/85 season
when Mr, Blair's Under 12 team, with Samuel Higgins the
side’s leading marksman, shared the Mid-Antrim Cup, after
an exciting tussle with Cullybackey High School at Allen Park,
Antrim.
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Over the years there has always been a good response
from the girls to the school’s netball programme. The most
productive period for the Metball Club was in the early and

T

mid-seventies. The first school side towina MJOr trophy e
the Intermediate (Under 14) team of 1970/71 in which
season Jacqueline Tracey captained them to the oy,
Antrim League Championship. Girls such as Jill Hill and Man,
Crothers displayed their skills that year on the netball coun
well as on the hockey pitch, and with contributions from
Eunice McComb, Jane Todd, Lorna Hill and Iris Bums, the
tearn’s performances made it one of the best the schaool ks
ever produced.

School netball during the 1970/ 7] season was dominated
by the performances of May Christie, captain of fe
Intermediate side, who was selected for the County Aniris
team. May was a player of considerable skl an
determination, and set a great example to her team mates
Although the Intermediates won no trophies that year, they
did enjoy a successful tour of Scotland, beating Ay
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The 1980/81 Mid Antwm
{inder 15 League
Champions. Back :._r.u;.,-.-l.'dr. :
Todd, 5 Reid, R -'*f-:'l‘.u-'mi’!u
T. Carmichael G Ellson. 2
Hurst, G. Wilson, J Wikson
Front row; J. Buchanan o
Wright, T. Bell [Cdlmm.'ﬂ
B enkins G Gian. L S

| Inset: D. McFall.
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The 1963/64 Under 15 Metball team. The caplain, Anne Arthurs, is second from the right on the front reg

Academy 1510 and Saint Margaret's Convent, Edinburgh,
14-13. Two other girls, both of whom played for the Junior
team, began to make their marks on the netball court. Joan
Penny and Audrey Bonnes contributed much to their side’s
efforts to win their section of the County Antrim League. Alas,
they had to be content with second place, but the Minor team,
for which a young Ann Christie starred all season, did
rmanage to finish top of its section, only to be beaten by
Ballymoney Secondary School in the quarterfinal of the
County Antrim Cup.

Iin 1973/74 the Seniors were beaten narrowly in the
County League finals. Without the indisposed Joan Penny,
they went down to Friends' School, Lisburn. That same
season, the Juniors finished second to Parkhall Secondary
School in their section, and the Minors lost nammowly to Stella
Maris in the County Antrim quarterfinal. The following year
the Intermediates had an outstanding season, finishing
runners-up in the Morthern Ireland League and winners of the
Maorth-Eastern League Cup.

For the rest of the decade the popularity of netball
amongst the girls continued apace. Although the amount of
success enjoyed by Ballyclare Secondary School teams in
terms of results was not enarmaous, the enjoyment which the
girls derived from simply playing remained high,

In 1580 Miss Meill joined the staff of the Physical Education
Department and took charge of the Netball Club. Four teams
tumed out regularly — Minors, Juniors, Intermediates and
Seniors — which had not always been the case in the past.
Girls such as Carol McClay and Katrina Ross were among the
better players, and in 1984,/85 the most successiul school
netball team was the Intermediates, with Ann Halliday, Alison
Dillon and Elizabeth Ross holding the side together. In that
season it was decided to play only “friendly” fidures and
concentrate on improving skills. The girls began the Sugar
Ability Metball Award Scheme, where they are able to
progress from bronze to gold level.
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The 1970/71 Under 14 Counly Antim League

Champions, the first Ballyclare Secondany Schod i

to win a mafor netball trophy. Back row: Jane Todd A1
Hill, Loma Hill. Ins Burns Frond oy |"'2‘.1-'?_l_|'-___'-':'-r':'m"'G
wJacqueling Tracey (Captain), Eunice MicComa
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Winners of the 1974 Courly Antrim Senior Netball Toumament. Back row: Mrs. Dickey. Ann Christie. Sharon Wilson,
Caroline Bonnes, Mrs. Caldwedl. Fron! row: Rosemary Dundee, Honor Blair. Sharon McGnugan, Valere Adamson.

Gymnastics is a sport which has only been offeredtogirlsin
the last six years. The Club, enthusiastically organised by Miss
Whittock, is well-equipped, and girls are able to develap their
vaulting, floor and beam work. By following the BAGA.
Award Scheme, gymnasts can progress from simple agilities
to more difficult movements. Grade 4 is the basic award and
Grade 1 the hardest. Jacqueline Dunn, as a 5th Year in
1979/80, was the first girl to obtain her BA.GA. 1, and since
then girls such as Ardrina Reynolds, Dawn Baird, Janice Kane
and Tanya Blackadder have followed suit. Dawn has been one
ofthe school's most competent gymnasts over the years, She
has been helped by the fact that she has been able to take part
in several competitions outside school. She and Tanya
Blackadder, for example, were placed Ist and 2nd
espectively in a competition at Avoniel Gymnastics Club in
1983, Only recently Sharon Reid and Louise Elliott became
the first girls from the school to gain Bronze and Silver Awards
n Sports Acrobatics, a type of gymnastics which involves
Working with a partner, Currently over forty girls hold BA.G.A.
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4ash was first organised on a competitive basis in 1979
Mr. Manson joined the staff of the school. The Club was
Senior Boys, who practised regularly at Antrim
1981/82 an Under 1 61eam consisting of Terry Bell,
irst, Jackie Wright and Nigel Jenkins won the short-
Antrim League, and Bell went on to win the first
Secondary School Open Tournament, sponsored
at ", The one other winner of this trophy was Keith
S0 1983/84, In the 1981/82 and 1982/83 seasons
= Competed in the Coca-Cola Schools’ Squash
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League, but after a year without squash in 1983/84, the Club
was opened to boys in 2nd and 4th Formsin 1984/85,whena
squash ladder gave the boys regular games. Recently the Club
has become open to girls as well as boys. The most consistent
performers in recent seasons have been Paul McCammend,
Robert Forsythe, Mark Turkington and Jason Thompson.

;r.lll_'
Champions, Nigel Hurst, Termy Bell and Jackie Wright,

j981/82 East Anirim {nder |6 Squash




From about the beginning of the seventies an attermpt was
made to field one rugby team per season. The team was
usually made up from boys in 4th, S5th and 6th Forms.
Although results were rarely outstanding, a number of boys
were introduced to the game, and some became sufficiently
interested to continue with the sport after they left school with
Ballyclare Rugby Football Club and other sides. The best
player of the seventies was Menwn Alexander, who in 1977
was selected for the Ulster Under 19 squad. Others who stood
out in the seventies were hor Wilson, Holmes Crothers,
Lindsay Geary, Michael McClean, hor Mcleown and James
Kelly. Rugby amongst the senior boys was discontinued in

1978, but the game was revived among 1stand 2nd Year boys
at the start of the 1982/83 season, when the school entered
Under 12 and Under 13 teams in the newly-inaugurated East
Antrim Leagues. Mo trophies were offered, and matches (9-a-
side and 1.2-a-side), with slighth-amended rules, were played
purely for the fun of it. The boys were taught the basics of the
game by Mr. McAlister and Mr. Blair, and several promising

players such as Paul Topping, Colin McGookin and Colin
Irvine emerged.

*® * A * * * x* *® * X

Many girls, despite the wind, rain and slow track, have
turned out for track and field athletics over the last twenty-five
years. One of the most outstanding athletes in the history of
the school was Deidre McAllister. Deidre showed all the
determination and enthusiasm needed to be a top class
competitor. She set her first school record in 1974when asa
Ist Year she jumped 4.30 m in the Long Jump. That record

has been equalled, by Helen Mitchell i |
beaten. As a 2nd Year in 1975 Deidre went on 1 i
Long Jump record of 4.56 m, which still s1an By &
only did she achieve a new Long Jump record of 4 5
3rd Year, but also set a new school record in T
m, both of which still stand lo-day. In 1977 she b of 899
school record for 100 metres with a time of 1340 FOKS thy
and it was not until 1982, when Helen Mitchell ju, g
m that Deidre lost her record in the dth Year 15 p":'jd S0

It is perhaps fitting that it should be Helen M:‘i I'ill'nn.
broke these long jumping records set by Deidre ""l'::.lrmhh
Helen was a conscientious and enthusiastjc athlete ther,
training with Ballymena Athletics Clyb o qr"fd bt
assistance to her in her school athletics, Qrea

Helen monopolised the Long Jum k.
throughout her school career and was also s iwcr?n:'?ehnnh
But it was not until 1381 as an Under 15 that she E":F:‘_IF_I'I'n@r.
great honour for herself and Ballyclare SEfClnl:I'ar}- sc:-‘-‘!d
when she became the Allireland Schools Champin ;1
began her path to victory in the district heats with ajufr. 3
4.85 m, which was enough to put her through to the m{:l&
Finals, where she jumped 505 min the competitionat S .
Bridge, Belfast. Thisjumptoockhherintothe All-reland Finaig &:
Dublin, where she sealed the champic.n5h-p for hersalf
jumping 5.17 m. Helen, in her time at school, displayed the
courage and self-discipline required to be a first class athlete.
and after leaving, she continued to take part in COMpetitions
with Ballymena AAC. Her name is still in the school recard
book for her Under 16 Long Jump of 5.05 m.

In 1983 another outstanding athlete began to emerge
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The 1976/77 Senior Rugby team. Back row: Mr. Sibermy, . Wilson, J. McMullan, D, Bealiie, G
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M, Alexander, M Crawford, D, Closi
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Janice Kane started to show that she was not only a fine

- -tar. but a verytalented high jumper. Asa st Yearshe seta
new school 400 metre record of 71.34 seconds, and as a 2nd
yearin 1984 she raised the High Jump record to 1.39m. That
same season Janice finished first in the MNorth-Eastern Area
High Jump heats at Camickferqus, and went on to win in the
finals at Coleraine, However, it was as a 3rd Year in 1985 that
Janice found her best form. On Sports Day the only school
records to be broken were by her — 13.49 seconds in the 100
metres, 27.63 seconds in the 200 metres and 1.42 min the
High Jump. In 1986 Janice again qualified for the North-
Eastemn finals, but was unable to take part because of illness.

There are many girls who have not made it into the recard
boaks, but who have done their best for theirhouses on Sports
Day, girls such as Laverne Higgins and Yvonne Whitehouse,
Karen Maxwell who, despite her tiny frame, jumped a
staggering 1.33 metres in the High Jump in 1984, Coreen
Shaw, just out of hospital after an appendix operation and
setting @ new school 400 metre record in 1982, or Shona
Cross claiming the newcomers’ record in the Long Jump at
the 1982 triangular meeting at Belfast High Schoaol.

¥ % * *k * * * * * *

MNowadays cross-country running for boys has been all but
forgotten as a school sport. Yet in the sibdies it was an
important after-school activity. The sport was given a
tremendous boost in 1964 by the arrival on the staff of Mr.
Platt, who was instrumental in building up the membership of
the Cross-country Club to around forty boys of all ages. The
best of the bunch were John Witherhead, James Sempey,
Bryce Anderson, Ronnie Agnew, William Armstrong and

Brian McMeilly. In October 1964 they won the Wilson Shield,
and in 1965 Sempey finished fourth in the Northemn Ireland
Schoolboy Championships. By 1967 the Cross-country Club
was about to each the climax of its achievernents. Sempey,
Witherhead, Anderson and Agnew represented the schoolin
the Morthern Ireland Under 16 Championships at
Dundonald, where they finished first. In the All-lrefand
Championships two weeks later over the same course, only a
nasty injury to Bryce Anderson, the most naturally gifted of
the Ballyclare lads, prevented the school from justifying its
“favourites” tag. Ballyclare finished fifth.

In the second half of the decade, the most outstanding
performer was Kenny Higgins. Others who are remembered
for their dedication to this most demanding of sports at that
time are Trevor Patton, Colin Ardis and Kenny McBride. But
as the "soft seventies™ arrived, so it seemed that boys were
nat prepared to put in the required amount of training to
compete with other schools, and the Crosscountry Club
folded.

As the Boys' Cross-country Club was fast fading, so the
Girls' Club came of age, and in 1972 a Ballyclare Secondary
team of Sharon McMeill, Mary Lutton, Jennifer Clugston,
Doreen Curran, Margaret Dunn and Joy Forsythe won the
County Antrim Championships. Much credit for this went to
coaches, Miss Brown and Miss Coleman. Cross-country
running has remained quite popular among the girls, with the
outstanding competitor of recent times being Angela
Beckett. However, jogging has now become more
fashionable, and in the last few years Ballyclare teams have
taken part in a number of “Fun Runs” over 10 kilometres or 6
milles, These events have been used primarily as a means of
raising money for charity. The most recent test for the girls
was a triathlon at the start of this year. Running, cycling and

.

Members of highly successful Cross-Country Club in the mid-sixties. Mr. Platt is on the extreme right on the back row.
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swimming tested the stamina and determination of the
Balhyclare girls o the full.

* % % & * * * X X X

In this section of the magazine we have been looking at the
success of school teams. Mot everyone has the ability to geta
place on a school side, but those who haven'tcan stilltake part
in sporting acthvities during the annual house compettions.
Indeed, more exciternent is often generated by the house
competitons than byinterschool games, As most readers will

excitement during the games competitions — e
basketball and cross-countrylor boys, and hockey n':-'f. Mgk,
eross-country for girls, while the athletics evens nr;ammm'“"ﬂ
in June (it has rained only once in twenty-five years) My Ij,;_.,f
whole show to a thrilling climax -y LT

i il L s i e TR

Each year readers of “Mewsbeat” vote for yhe;,
Personabity of the Year, The fiest winnerin 197 _.-?Ek;abi‘;"'ﬁi
My

The 1972 Counly Anlrim Senior Cross-couning Champéions. Back nodc: Miss Brown, Sharon Mcieill, Many Luigion, Miss
Coleman. Front nosw: Jennifer Olugson, Doreen Curran, Margaret Dunn, Joy Forsythe.

—_—

" Ir'i- |-. i
e i A -
LR SR oy ?

know, this is the time of the year when foothall bools s
cleamed and hockey sticks dusted down by pupils who, under
normal circumstances, would not levow a hockey stick or a
basketball from a pogo-stick or a sack of Rour! The House
Championship is won By the house which gains most points
from games and athletics. Five cups in ol are at stake — the
Lindsay Cup for Boys’ Games, the Sharples Cup for Girls'
Ciammes, the Roy Dickey Cup for Boys' Athletics and the Jean
Ross Cup for Girls” Athletics, while the Parents’ Challenge
Shield goes to the House Champlons. There is abways great

Higgins, the cross-country runner, B was quite in character for
Benimy Lo get time off work to come backioschool and receve
the trophy in assembly. He was also the anly winner ever ta
reat the audience to a speech. The “Measbeat” Spors
Personality of the Year trophy has since becorme the school s
meost eagerly sought-after award, and after Kenny subsequent
wininers were Paul Frizzell {1972/ 73), Joan Penmy {1973/ 741
Crerahd Jonbins | 1974, 75), Colin Crawford { | 975, 16), Stewen
Glass (1976/77), lan Todd (1977/78. 1978/T9 amd
1979/80), Jim Buchanan and Alsan Moore [Joint winners
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Abad laf Todd [ .-:'.II"' Jpets bhe sidlogrash of Manchester Onited star Low
Macar, on e [oothall four o Lierpocd and Manchesterin 1975, Befoe, Steven Glass siides home the apening goal against
cuby Livenooal, tn 1950,
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1980/81), Roberia MeCamrmond { 1 381 /82), Michael Harvey
{198.2/83), Jacquelime Hunter {1983/84) and Ann Halliday
{1984/85). There was no school sportin 198586 because of
industrial action, and the trophy was not awarded.

Whether it is inter-school sport of the more domestic
activities of the house competitions, itks refreshing to note that
Pupils have always shown the right approach to games.

T

Whatever the outcome of a match, the important thing is to
enjoy if, and this has been the philosophy of all teachers who
have looked after spons teams in the last twenty-five vears. ltis
also worth recording that these teachers coach teams
voluntarily and, but for their effonts, there would have been no
spuart bo Enjoy

=, 1o all pupils and testihers imaoheed with sport, we say
thanks for the time you give ug, thanks for the entertainment
with which o have prn-.:ded us, thanks for the 1r|;,:-|.l|"||-e'.-. WA,
and above all, thanks for coaching and playineg the garme o e
vary best traditions of Ballclare Secondary School
sportsmanship.



